
 
   

                                                             
 

                                                                                                               

 

 
The Netherlands Institute at Athens (NIA) presents 

 
the Athens Research School 

26 OCTOBER- 2 NOVEMBER, 2025 
 

The Anthropology of Death and Afterlife 
 

Applicants:  

Anthropology, Archaeology and humanities students in BA (last year), MA & PhD  

 
 
 
 
 
About the course: 
The study of death in social anthropology as well as in archaeology has been a 
foundational topic from the beginning of these disciplines. Indeed, death rituals, the 
treatment of the dead, tombs and the materiality surrounding all different phases are 
necessary in understanding human social life. An important aspect of death are 
perceptions of humans in relation to the afterlife, as they are interconnected with death 
rituals and the process of passing from the world of the living to the world of the dead. 
Within this context ideas about vampirism, ghosts and hauntings are important in 
understanding the liminal and dangerous phases of these rituals. As this course will be 
taking a longue durée approach to the study of death in Greece, we will be examining 
the ritual theory of death, the politics of death and burial, folk and literary stories that 
relate directly to our topics, the structure-history-meanings of the ancient and modern 
cemeteries of Athens and their materiality. The students will have the opportunity to 
work in a project of their choice in the cemeteries of Athens situated at close distance 
from the institute.  
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Structure of the course: 
Between October 26 and November 2, 2025, the seminars will run daily at the NIA, 
located in the heart of Athens. The program will feature field research in selected 
locations (ancient and modern cemeteries) of the city. The seminar will focus on 
providing the general theoretical context in relation death in an innovative way.  During 
the course, the students will choose specific topics to conduct their research and 
produce a presentation for the end of the course, all students are expected to have read 
the mandatory literature before arrival in Greece. 
 
Methods: 
During the seminar, students are expected to participate actively in all the courses and 
carry out a guided short field research in the cemetery of Keramikos and in the First 
cemetery of Athens. Specific projects of choice will be given that might have a focus on 
material culture, a specific topic or questions that can expand to wider thematic units, 
such as the politics of death and contemporary perceptions of death in Greece. Students 
will record and collect their own material in groups and will reflect on them, with the 
guidance of experienced staff.  
 
Course requirements, language and evaluation: 
The course is available to outstanding students from different levels, such as BA (last 
year), Master, Research Masters, and PhD students (preferably first and second year). 
All lectures will be given in English. Students are required to participate actively in all 
the lectures and discussions during the courses. During this full-time course, you will 
need to be fully dedicated to the various daily activities-research-assignments of the 
program. 
 
Course period, dates and times:  
The course consists of 7 intensive days with lectures and field research. Arrival and a 
welcome meeting will take place on the evening of the 25 October. The first course day 
will be on the 26 and the last on the 2, and the presentations of students will take place 
the 2 November afternoon (obligatory participation). Daily classes will be mostly 
scheduled between 14.00 to 18.00 (depending on courses). The rest of the time, 
students will conduct field research. Students are expected to depart on the evening of 
2 November or 3 November. 
 
Participation – application: 
Students can apply through the NIA website (www.nia.gr) until Friday, September 12th, 
2025. The successful applicants will be notified by the Thursday, September 18th, 2025.  

http://www.nia.gr/


 

 
                          

                                                              
 

 3 

In case your application has been successful, the course fees will have to be paid by 
Wednesday, September 24th, 2025. The number of participating students is limited 
(max. 15 students), so we encourage early registration. Selecting criteria will apply. 
Please be aware that a cancelation of your participation is possible up until two weeks 
before the start of the course with a 50% refund of the course fees.  After that date no 
refunds will be made. 
 
Costs and subsidies: 
The total cost of the course is 350€ for all students registered at E.U. and Dutch 
universities including accommodation. Overseas (non-EU) fees are 550€. Overseas fees 
for students registered at universities at countries in Asia, Africa and Latin America are 
subsidized, so their fee equals the EU sum. If students chose to seek accommodation 
independently, then the cost of the course drops to 200€. Students are expected to 
cover their airplane return ticket from the Netherlands or country of origin to Athens 
and their lunch and dinner costs.  
 
Accommodation: 
During the course the Institute will offer accommodation to the participants/students in 
our guest rooms at the institute. Students will be sharing their rooms. The institute will 
publish contact details as soon as students are accepted. For more information 
regarding accommodation, please contact the NIA secretary Mrs Emmy Makri at 
emakri@nia.gr or nia@nia.gr  
 
Transport to the institute: 
On arrival to Athens you can commute to NIA by Metro (Acropolis), taxi or bus. The 
institute is situated very near to the metro station called Acropolis, in the centre of the 
city, next to the areas of Plaka and Thision. For exact information on how to get to NIA 
please contact the secretary Mrs Emmy Makri at emakri@nia.gr 
 
For more information regarding the course, please contact: 
Dr. Tryfon Bampilis, Netherlands Institute at Athens (NIA) Tel.: + 30 210 9210760, email: 
tryfonb@nia.gr or nia@nia.gr 
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