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The event will also be streamed live. For registration please visit:  
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Abstract 

The lecture will examine the economic implications of architectural recycling through the case 

study of the Temple of Ares. It is now more than 80 years since William Bell Dinsmoor first 

identified that the Classical Doric temple had been moved into the agora during the Augustan 

period based on the masons’ marks inscribed on the temple's Pentelic architectural elements. 

Originally a rural temple dedicated to Athena Pallenis, it was transplanted wholesale 15 km 

south to the Athenian Agora during the Augustan period. The paper seeks to evaluate the 

investment in dismantling, transporting and rebuilding through the well-established 

methodology of architectural energetics, to examine the 'cost,' measured in terms of labour 

expenditure, of and to reconstruct the processes involved in the movement of “itinerant 

temples” during the Roman period. In indicating the labour required, the paper aims to set 

this transplantation into the wider economic contexts of temple building. It will investigate 

the economic ramifications of dismantling and moving an extant structure rather than building 

one from fresh material. 
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