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Report on the activity of the Netherlands Institute at 
Athens in 2008

Christiane Tytgat

In 2008, the Netherlands Institute at Athens1 faced a major challenge: to explore the possi-
bilities for new research and teaching programmes to be carried out in collaboration with 
the universities and research institutes in the Netherlands.

As in previous years, the Institute was active on the archaeological sites of Geraki  
(Laconia) and Nea Halos (Thessaly); on the island of Zakynthos and in Koroneia and 
Thespiae (Boeotia) surveys were carried out. In addition, progress has been made on all 
sites in the study of the material collected. Preliminary reports on the archaeological in-
vestigations and on the results of the 2008 study season can be found in this volume of 
Pharos.

The project “Social Change and Cultural Interaction in the Middle Helladic Argolid” is 
nearly finished and the study of the Aetolia project was continued in view of final publica-
tion. The possibilities of proceeding with the project “Dutch Archives and Greek History” 
were examined. This cannot be realized without the collaboration of Greek universities. 
Furthermore, the Netherlands Institutes established in the Mediterranean region were 
looking at the possibility of setting up a joint project on “Dutch History in Mediterranean 
Archives”.

Lectures covering a whole range of topics – archaeology, history, history of art, conserva-
tion techniques, linguistics – were given by Dutch, Greek and foreign scholars. On 31st 
January, the Director of the NIA presented the “Activities of the Netherlands Institute 
in 2007”. This presentation was followed by a lecture by Dr Sofia Voutsaki (University of 
Groningen), entitled “Social Change and Cultural Interaction in the Middle Helladic Ar-
golid”. Four lectures on “Contemporary Historical Thinking in the Netherlands” were or-
ganized in collaboration with the Department of History and Archaeology of the Univer-

1 In 2008, the staff of the Institute consisted of Dr Christiane Tytgat, director; Willem Ledeboer, general 
secretary and liaison officer; Janta van Lienden, librarian; Helen van Bochove, teacher of Dutch language 
(until the end of August), and Emmy Makri, secretary.



sity of Athens. The 2008 Cleveringa Lecture, in cooperation with the Royal Netherlands 
Embassy in Athens, was read by Dr Hans Theunissen (Leiden University). The Director of 
the Institute participated at the “Athens International Conference on the Return of Cul-
tural Objects to their Countries of Origin” and presented a paper on “The Reunification 
of the Stone Birds of Great Zimbabwe at the exhibition of the Tervuren Royal Museum 
for Central Africa, Belgium”.

The NIA participated in several educational programmes. The number of Greek students 
attending Dutch language courses at the Institute remained steady. At the end of May 
2008, there were 30 students, distributed over three levels. Since 2005, the exams for the 
“Certificaat Nederlands als Vreemde Taal (CNaVT)”, which are organized by the “Neder-
landse Taalunie”, have taken place at the NIA. Fifteen students, distributed over five of 
the six levels, attended the exams in 2008. Seven students of Leiden University took part 
in the “Athene in de Romeinse tijd (Athens in the Roman period)” excursion. Twenty eight 
students of the University of Groningen, the VU University of Amsterdam and the Uni-
versity of Amsterdam participated in a study excursion through continental Greece. Thir-
teen participants attended the seminar for secondary school teachers of Classics in the 
spring of 2008. All students who stayed at the NIA for any length of time, had to present 
the results of their research or study experience at the Institute at the end of their stay. 
Support was also offered to students from different Dutch universities and institutions for 
higher education in order to facilitate study and excursions in Greece. Several groups of 
university students, high school students and alumni of Dutch universities visited the Insti-
tute. Twelve students were granted a fellowship, including two fellowships of the UTOPA 
Foundation and two of the Vereniging van Vrienden van het NIA. Two students did a train-
ing at the NIA.

The liaison office has been active in mediations concerning the exchange of staff and in the 
collaboration between Greek and Dutch universities. The liaison officer attended the an-
nual “International Education Fair” in Athens (22-24 February) and the “World Graduate 
School Tour” in Thessaloniki and Athens (29-30 October). He participated in the training 
in Den Haag (7-11 April), organized by the NUFFIC for the Dutch Scientific Institutes 
Abroad. He participated in events promoting study abroad organized by Greek and Dutch 
universities. He also provided individual information on educational programmes in the 
Netherlands to Greek students who are interested in the possibilities of studying abroad. 
Finally, the liaison office supported the activities of the Alumni Association.

In 2008, about 675 scholars and students attended the library. The library acquired about 
200 new titles and 295 journals.2 In 2008, the librarian joined the Committee for the Sup-
port of Libraries in Greece and attended the meetings, conferences and workshops orga-
nized by this organization.

2 The catalogue of the NIA library may be consulted on-line (http://argo.ekt.gr/Opac2_2/zConnectENU.
html) within «the Argo» environment which has been developed and is continuously enhanced by the Na-
tional Documentation Centre of Greece.

Christiane tytgatVIII



IX

Geert Mak presented his book “In Europe: Travels through the Twentieth Century” in 
A thens on the occasion of the book launch in Greek. A debate between the writer and a 
Greek historian was organized on that occasion at the NIA. Finally, the Institute hosted 
the Dutch writers Alfred Schaffer, Maria van Daalen and Dr Joke Hermsen within the 
framework of the “Writer-in-Residence” programme, a joint project of the NIA and the 
Stichting Fonds voor de Letteren.

Three small exhibitions of paintings took place at the Institute: “Re/made – Re/modeled” 
by Roland Wakker (21/02-21/03/2008); “1 + 10 = 10” by Panos Mitsopoulos and 10 Dutch 
artists (30/09-01/10/2008); “Anthropomorphos” by Nancy Kroon (07/10-19/12/2008).
The Dutch documentary “Whether or not you believe” by Barbara Meter and Wim  
Oudshoorn (2007) was presented at the NIA during the exhibition “1 + 10 = 10”.

In February 2008, Mr J.P.H. Donner, Minister of Social Affairs and Employment, visited 
the Acropolis of Athens, accompanied by the Director of the Netherlands Institute.

 report on the activity of the nia in 2008





GERAKI
AN ACROPOLIS SITE IN LAKONIA

Preliminary report on the fourteenth season (2008)

Joost H. Crouwel, Mieke Prent and Hylke Buitenhuis

Introduction (J.H. Crouwel and M. Prent)

In the summer of 2008, the Department of Archaeology of the University of Amsterdam 
undertook the fourteenth campaign of archaeological investigations at the acropolis of 
Geraki (ancient Geronthrai) in south-central Lakonia.
 The preceding campaigns entailed two seasons of intensive site survey on the acropolis 
hill and adjoining slopes (1995-1996), a season of trial excavations (1997), a study season 
(1998), three seasons of systematic excavation in Field 17 (1999-2001), a study season with 
on-site tests and cleaning as part of a wall consolidation program (2002), three more sea-
sons of systematic excavation (2003-2005), a study season combined with limited excava-
tion (2006), and a study season (2007).1

 The 2008 campaign of the Geraki project lasted for five weeks, from 30 June to 2 Au-
gust, and combined excavation in Field 17 (at the north-west portion of the summit of the 
acropolis) with a study season.2 As before, the campaign took place under the auspices 
of the Netherlands Institute at Athens and with the permission of the Greek Ministry of 
Culture and the Ephoreia of Prehistoric and Classical Antiquities of Lakonia.
 The main aim of the excavation for this year was to complete the plan of Hellenistic 
Complex B, which is located north of Street 2 in the east part of Field 17 (see fig. 1). Of this 

1 For a description of Geraki, its history of research and preliminary reports of the 1995-2007 campaigns, see 
Crouwel  et al. 1995-2007.
2  The team consisted of J.H. Crouwel (director, study of prehistoric pottery), M. Prent (field director, stratigra-
phy), S. MacVeagh Thorne (architectural and stratigraphical study of the acropolis wall, trench supervisor), E. 
Hom (head of find processing, study of terracotta artefacts), E. Langridge-Noti (Classical-Hellenistic pottery), 
H. Buitenhuis (archaeozoology), E. van der Laan, I. Venderbos and J. Vos, M. Wijker (trench supervisors), T. 
Notis (conservator), W. Westerveld (computing), A. Reijling (drawing, trench assistant), M. Verhamme (draw-
ing), A. Dekker (photography), C. Courvoisier and C. van der Wouw (student assistants). The local pickmen 
were P. Kourtesis, D. Mitris, I. Tsipouras, assisted by L. Kourlas, N. Mitris, G. Piliouras and G. Tsipouras. M. 
Kourtesi washed the potsherds; C. Pilioura acted as cook.
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3GERAKI IN LAKONIA

building, three rooms had been uncovered completely and three partially during previous 
seasons. More specifically, we wanted to complete the ground plans of Rooms B1, B4 and 
B6, to expose their upper Hellenistic floors and to probe selected areas for the presence of 
earlier remains, of both the historic and prehistoric periods.
 In addition, a small section was excavated in trench 17/13k, in the central portion of 
Field 17. Here, work done from 2001 to 2006 had exposed part of the double-walled Early 
Helladic (EH) II enceinte (composed of Walls 30 and 180; see figs 1 and 2). Just to the 
south of Wall 30, excavation had stopped at the EH II clay walking surface associated with 
Wall 30 and house wall 26. Since 2001, however, the top of three lower-lying stones had 
been exposed by the winter rains, suggesting the presence of an earlier east-west running 
wall. If left unexcavated, further erosion would certainly have destroyed any remaining 
stratigraphic information.
 Study conducted in 2008 concentrated on the stratigraphy and material from two test 
trenches, 52/7r and 54/26g, excavated higher up the acropolis in 1997, and from trench 
17/13k, which has yielded evidence for the construction, destruction and reconstruction 
of the acropolis wall from the EH to the Hellenistic period. In addition, Dr Hylke Buiten-
huis studied the majority of the animal bones excavated from 1997 to 2008, establishing 
different patterns in animal husbandry and consumption for the Early Helladic (EH), the 
Middle Helladic (MH) and the Hellenistic periods.

Results of the excavation: the Hellenistic and EH periods (M. Prent)

Hellenistic Room B1 (fig. 1)

Room B1 forms the north-western room of Complex B and is situated just south of the 
Hellenistic defensive wall (trench 17/12p). The northern half of Room B1 had been exca-
vated down to prehistoric levels in 2004 and 2005, in the process of which we encountered 
some of the most complex stratification at the site.
 By 2005, portions of two, ca. 0.80 m wide, EH II walls were revealed at the bottom of the 
trench. These run from south to north and abut the EH II fortification wall (Wall 30). Some 
burnt destruction material was associated with these walls, especially the one to the west. A 
grey, ashy earth fill with abundant animal bones, fragments of charcoal and of coarse pottery 
represents re-use of the area in the MH period, while a wall fragment in the east may belong 
to the same period. From the Archaic period there was evidence for the robbing and distur-
bance of EH II Wall 30, followed later by the deposition of earth fills for the construction of 
the walls and different floor levels of Room B1. The earliest of these may go back to the late 
Classical period, but the majority of the deposits belong to the Hellenistic period.3

 In 2008, the upper levels in the less eroded south-western quarter of B1 were removed 
to reveal the late Classical and Hellenistic floor levels. This exposed fully the western wall 
of the room, Wall 116. Against expectations, we found no convincing signs of a doorway 
in this wall, which would have led to the area in the west. On present evidence, the only 
connection is with Room B2 to the east, through a door in Wall 107.

3  Prent in Crouwel  et al. 2004, 4-6, with pl. I;  eadem 2005, 11.
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Again, the stratification of the area proved to be complex and will need more study, but 
preliminary results for the historical periods may be summarized as follows.
 An upper Hellenistic earth floor, sustained by a ca. 0.20 m thick earth fill, occurred at a 
height of ca. 383.65 masl. This floor was associated with the four surrounding walls: 102 to 
the north, which simultaneously served as the inner wall of the Hellenistic enceinte; wall 
107 with doorway to the east; wall 106 with a small built-in niche to the south; and wall 116 
to the west.

Plate I.  Hellenistic Room B1 in trench 17/12p, signs of re-use and tile collapse; from south
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While the layers above this Hellenistic floor show clear signs of the gradual collapse of the 
tiled roof (plate I), the large fragments of Hellenistic pottery, the animal bone and small 
fire places indicate that the use of Room B1 continued – albeit perhaps in sporadic fashion 
– after the widespread abandonment, probably in or after the early second century BC, of 
most other rooms so far excavated.4 A similar situation has been noted earlier for Room 
B2 to the east, where pottery fragments, including a large krater fragment left against the 
south wall, joined with fragments in an ancient sherd and tile dump in trench 17/12m, some 
20 meters to the west.5

 Below the Hellenistic floor at 383.65 masl there was an earth fill, which, while curiously 
devoid of sherds, did yield a large, slightly oval terracotta lid with a lightly burnished sur-
face and low central knob (Inv. no. 6477/SF1, ca. 0.46 m in diameter; see plate II), for which 
no parallels have yet been found.

Below this earth fill, traces of an earlier (late Classical or Hellenistic?) clay floor were 
found at an absolute height of ca. 383.45 masl. This was associated with an east-west run-
ning wall, of which only one course of small stones remained (plate III). To the south of 
this wall, the floor (as far as preserved) consisted of yellow clay; to the north there were 
traces of burning, ash and a very fine, white powdery substance, possibly plaster or chalk.

Hellenistic Room B4 (fig. 1)

The excavation of this large Room, B4, in the south-west part of the Hellenistic complex, 
had begun in 2004.6 This year, the goal of defining the full extent of the room was accom-

4 For this date, see Prent in Crouwel et al. 2004, 11 and Langridge-Noti in Crouwel et al. 2004, 17-26. For 
a preliminary synthesis of the building phases and history of Geraki in the historical periods, see also 
MacVeagh Thorne and Prent 2009, 238-241.
5  Prent in Crouwel et al. 2003, 11-12, with pl. IX.
6  Prent in Crouwel et al. 2004, 10;  eadem 2005, 11.

GERAKI IN LAKONIA

Plate II.  Oval terracotta lid (?) from Room B1 (Inv. no. 6477/SF1)
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plished, by exposing Wall 51 to the west and a small sidewall in the north-west. The latter 
is in line with Wall 106 to the east, but separated from it by a more than 1.50 m wide open-
ing. Our second aim, of clearing down to the Hellenistic floor level, was not achieved. This 
earth floor level has so far only been reached in the north-east corner of the room dug 
in 2004. Excavation was slow, not only because of the size of the room – which measures 
more than 8 m (east-west) by some 5 m (north-south) – but also because of the presence 

Plate III.  East-west wall with associated floor level (trench 17/12p); from south
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of numerous fragments of wall plaster. These were found in the wash layers with eroded 
(unburnt) mudbrick or pisée that had been deposited over a thick layer of tile collapse.
 Many of the plaster fragments were small and scattered, giving us little hope of restora-
tion, but an attempt was nevertheless made to preserve and record the location of as many 
pieces as possible. As a result, it seems clear at least that all the walls of this room had been 
plastered. In the north-west and especially the south-east portions of the room, there were 
larger, better preserved concentrations which, with the expert help of our conservator, T. 
Notis, could be lifted as a whole (plate IV).

Preliminary study of the largest concentration, in the south-east, shows that Wall 109 had 
carried series of horizontal panels.
 The lowest series consisted of greyish-blue-coloured panels at least 0.40 m high, with 
a ca. 0.03 m wide lower border around slightly raised central rectangles; other fragments 
show vertical impressions at least 0.03 m wide separating the horizontal panels.
 Above the lower greyish-blue panels was a more fully preserved series of white ones. 
These were ca. 0.16 m in height and have similar borders of ca. 0.03 m around their raised 
central rectangles.
 A third series of panels above the white ones are again greyish-blue. These are not well 
preserved, but would have been at least 0.12 m high. Above this was found plain white 
plaster without signs of panelling, ca. 0.50 m high as preserved.

Plate IV.  Hellenistic Room B4, plaster panels after lifting
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 None of the panels had been preserved for their entire length, but the white ones seem 
to have measured at least 0,66 m.
 Some of the fragments, particularly the grey-blue ones, show signs of re-plastering. It 
should further be noted that grey-blue and white plaster was found outside Room B4 to 
the north of the corner wall in the north-west, and white plaster also against the west face 
of Wall 51, where two more rooms remain unexcavated.
 Since the floor of this room has not yet been reached, little more specific can be said at 
this stage about the function or the date of this unusually decorated room. It is connected 
by a doorway with Room B5 to the east, in which excavation has revealed a single earth 
floor of late Hellenistic date,7 suggesting a similar date for Room B1.

Hellenistic Room B6 (fig. 1)

With the completion of the plan of Room B6, we hoped to define the south-east corner of 
Building B. Excavation of a one-metre strip to the east of Wall 100 in 1999 had revealed 
several layers of washed-in, silt-like soil, characterized by the presence of small and worn 
ceramic material and by a lack of roof tiles.8 This suggested the washing in of material into 
an open area or street. The expectation therefore was that Street 2 would branch off or 
turn a corner to the north (as does Street 1 in the area of trench 17/12n).
 The south-east corner of Room B6 was indeed identified, as both the southward con-
tinuation of Wall 100 and the eastward continuation of Wall 109 were exposed (plate V). 
The question as to whether this also defines the south-east limit of the whole complex is 
less easily answered. Wall 109, which also acts as the northern boundary of Street 2, was 
found to continue further east, excluding the possibility that Street 2 here branches off to 
the north. In other words, the area east of Wall 100, while unroofed, may have formed an-
other walled space or courtyard belonging to Building B. This leaves us with a somewhat 
odd juxtaposition of two open spaces, as Room B6 itself also may have been unroofed. The 
two are connected by a door roughly in the middle of Wall 100.
 Within Room B6, an upper occupation surface was found at an absolute level of ca. 
383.75 masl. Its existence was clearest in the south-west corner, where it had been pro-
tected from erosion by Walls 108 and 109. Fallen stones and some larger fragments of roof 
tile were found only along Wall 105 in the north, where they may have derived from Room 
B3, and in the south-eastern corner formed by Walls 108 and 109, where they may indicate 
partial roofing (as in a colonnade). In the latter area the stone and tile were mixed with 
broken pottery, including parts of a plate, cups, a pyxis and a loomweight, suggesting the 
collapse of shelves or cupboards. A line of stones against the central portion of the north 
face of Wall 109 may have constituted a bench. In the north-east corner of Room B6 a 
small sidewall (ca. 0.70 m long) just north of the doorway in Wall 100 defines a narrow 
compartment, which, however, was devoid of finds.

 In a test, measuring 1.60 m (north-south) x 2.20 m (east-west), in the south-east corner 
of Room B6, an earlier occupation surface was found some 0.15-0.20 m below the upper 

7  Prent in Crouwel et al. 2005, 12-14, with pls V-VI.
8  Crouwel and Prent in Crouwel et al. 1999, 32.
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Plate V.  Hellenistic Room B6; from south

Plate VI.  Hellenistic Room B6, cooking pot in small pit (Inv. no. 5703/SF1); top view from west
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Figure 2.  Plan of Early Helladic and other walls in trenches 17/12-13 k-l



11GERAKI IN LAKONIA

one. Like the latter, it consisted of earth and belongs to the Hellenistic period. It yielded 
evidence for food preparation and perhaps consumption: in the south-west of the test 
were the bottom of a small pithos (at 383.57 masl) with a concentration of hare bones next 
to it; in the north-east a small cooking pot (Inv. no. 5703/SF1; see plate VI), set in a narrow 
but steep pit with much carbonized material and a ring of small stones around it; and in 
the south-east the remains of a (much eroded) small clay oven with tile roof.
 This lower occupation surface was cut by the foundation trench for Wall 109 and is 
largely below the bottom of Wall 108. However, there is some evidence, in the form of a 
few lower blocks, that Wall 108 may have been built on the scattered remnants of an ear-
lier precursor. For Wall 109, such a precursor has so far not been not attested.

Trench 17/13k (fig. 2)

As stated in the introduction, in the area of trench 17/13k winter rains had exposed the top 
of three stones that possibly formed a wall predating the double-walled EH II enceinte 
composed of Walls 30 and 180 (figs 1 and 2). Excavation in this area, from 2001 to 2006, 
had stopped at the EH II clay walking surface associated with Wall 30 and house wall 26.
In order to explore the clay level and stones to the south of EH II wall 30, it was necessary 
first to remove a remaining, narrow baulk with various layers of Hellenistic filling material 
to the west. This exposed the eastern face of Hellenistic Wall 11, with, at the bottom, the 
disturbed remains of an EH II wall, ca. 1.20 m wide as preserved. This new wall, labelled 

Plate VII.  Trench 17/13k; from west
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27, runs from south to north, where it abuts Wall 30, and is therefore roughly parallel to 
EH II Wall 26 ca. 1.80 m to the east (plate VII).9

Below EH II walls 26, 27 and 30 and below the associated floor level was a ca. 0.30 m 
thick layer of deep-brown clay layer. This clay – possibly a levelling fill – sealed an east-
west double faced, rubble-filled wall, ca. 1.50 m wide and ca. 2.50 long as exposed. The 
o rientation of this wall, labelled Wall 31, its width and its manner of construction find a 
close parallel in that of its apparent successor, EH II Wall 30. Like the latter, the newly 
discovered wall appears to have had a defensive function.
 Since the test in 17/13k was conducted in the final days of this year’s excavation, only 
some preliminary observations can be made on the pottery. Sherds from the ca. 0.30 m 
thick clay layer, on which EH II walls 26, 27 and 30 had been constructed, included some 
Geraki ware. The rest of the pottery consisted of generally small and worn sherds.
 This clay layer overlay the older defensive wall (Wall 31) and the associated sherds there-
fore do not date the construction of that wall. It is, however, clear that the newly discovered 
wall runs under and therefore precedes EH II walls 26, 27 and 30. Further excavation, planned 
for 2009, will hopefully provide more solid evidence for the date of its construction.

Results of the study season: the Middle Helladic pottery (J.H. Crouwel)

MH pottery is common at Geraki, but highly fragmentary. This year’s study of the fabrics, 
surface treatment and what remains of the original pot shapes profited greatly from Carol 
Zerner’s exhaustive study of the MH ceramic finds from Ayios Stephanos close to the 
south coast of central Lakonia. Dr Zerner very kindly let us have a copy of the proofs of 
her chapter in the final excavation report.10 Dr Ian Whitbread had already checked and 
refined our provisional typology of MH fabrics at Geraki.
 In 2008, we continued the study, begun the previous year, of the large quantity of mate-
rial belonging to a MH fill, mixed with some EH II and Classical-Hellenistic sherds, from 
below Hellenistic Street 2 in Field 17 (trench 17/11q; see fig. 1).11 The sherds vary greatly 
in size; no cross-joins could be made or complete profiles restored. Fig. 3 illustrates the 
almost complete profile of a burnt, coarse-ware, bowl-like vessel with a handle scar (Inv. 
no. 5187/10. Height ca. 5.4 cm; rim diameter impossible to calculate). The great majority 
of sherds can be classified as coarse ware, while such well-known MH categories as Dark 
Burnished and Lustrous Decorated are also represented. Many of the coarse-ware feature 
sherds appear to belong to sizeable wide-mouthed jars with prominent everted rims and 
sometimes with decorative plastic knobs on the shoulder. At Ayios Stephanos such jars ap-
pear early in MH, but the shape changed little over the course of the period.12 Altogether, 
the MH material from the street fill at Geraki is hard to date, though it does not seem to 
be particularly late within the period.
 

9  The latter wall, Wall 26, had been excavated in 2001, when it was established that the northern portion 
was robbed out; see Prent in Crouwel et al. 2001, 9-10, with pl. VI. For the most recent synthesis of the his-
tory of the EH enceinte, see MacVeagh Thorne and Prent 2009, 234-236.
10  Now published as Zerner 2008.
11  See Prent in Crouwel et al. 2004, 6, with fig. 2 showing the location of trench 17/11q.
12  See Zerner 2008, 270 with figs 5.41 (nos. 1897, 1900-1905), 5.44 (no. 1993) and 5.50 (nos. 2182-2186).
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Another focus was on the MH occupation in trench 52/7r, which was dug in 1997 in the 
south-eastern part of the summit of the acropolis.13 In contrast to the other MH pottery 
from Geraki, which largely derives from fills or dumps, the material here was found well-
stratified in distinct levels. These consist of six floors or occupation surfaces, three of which 
ran up to a robbed out wall and three of which ran below it. The ceramics here consist of 
small sherds that have again not yielded any cross-joins or complete profiles. Dark Bur-
nished and particularly Lustrous Decorated are well-represented. The material appears 
mainly to belong to middle/late MH. Illustrated here are two joining sherds from a MH 
II-III jug or jar of Minoan type in Lustrous Decorated; the fabric is medium coarse, the 
linear painted decoration is in white on a black ground (Inv. no. 1129/9A+B. Height ca. 7 
cm; rim diameter 11.2 cm; see plate VIII and fig. 4).14 The latest finds date to the period of 
the Shaft Graves at Mycenae (MH II late to LH I-IIA). Fig. 5 shows a vertical strap handle, 
possibly from a goblet, of fine Matt Painted ware of LH I-IIA; the slightly troughed handle 
is barred and edged in dark paint (Inv. no. 1129/15. Height 5.2 cm; width 2.5 cm).

Pottery diagnostically Mycenaean is absent in trench 52/7r, as it is elsewhere on the acrop-
olis of Geraki and adjacent slopes. It is interesting that the MH material from this test 
trench is stratified directly above a destruction level of EH II late date. This may perhaps 
suggest that, after the contraction following on the EH II destruction attested in different 
parts of the acropolis, the MH resettlement expanded from the north in middle/late MH.

Preliminary report on the analysis of the animal remains (H. Buitenhuis)

During the excavations at the acropolis of Geraki, occupation levels and remains have 
been found, dating from the Final Neolithic to recent times. For the purpose of the ar-
chaeozoological study three main periods are of importance: EH II, MH and Hellenistic. 
The faunal remains from a number of more or less closed and undisturbed contexts were 
selected for analysis.

13  See Prent in Crouwel et al. 1997, 53, with fig. 3 showing the location of trench 52/7r.
14  Cf. Zerner 1988, fig. 32, no. 36 (beaked, globular jug of MH III from Lerna).

Figure 3.  Part of MH bowl from trench 17/11q 

(Inv. no. 5187/10)

Figure 4.  Part of MH jug (?) from trench 52/7r (Inv. no. 

1129/9A+B)
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Plate VIII.  Part of MH jug (?) from trench 52/7r (Inv. no. 1129/9A+B)

Figure 5.  Part of LH I-IIA handle from trench 52/7r (Inv. no. 1129/15)
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 The faunal remains were either collected by hand during the excavation or retrieved 
from the residues of soil samples taken on the site and subsequently subjected to flotation. 
All remains were analysed as to species, anatomical element, fragment and fragmenta-
tion, sex, age and size. In addition, observations were made as to surface modification by 
burning, cut and butchering marks and pathologies. Bird remains have not yet been fully 
analysed.
 In total 5645 fragments with a total weight of 22.7 kg were analysed in detail. Of these 
fragments, 1574 belonged to contexts from the EH II period, 294 to the MH and 2408 to 
the Hellenistic period. 1369 fragments are from contexts that have not yet been dated.
All remains are quite well preserved. The bones are mainly yellowish in colour with a 
well-preserved outer surface. In general, little surface modification through chemical or 
physical wear is visible. The main taphonomic observation is that of a high degree of frag-
mentation of the material in all three periods.
 The residue of the soil samples, both the coarse remains and the finer sieved frac-
tions of the flotation process, were analysed for the presence of animal remains. There 
is a surprising lack of small bone fragments in almost all these samples. Only remains of 
naturally occurring small gastropods (snails) were found in any numbers (mainly in the 1 
mm fraction samples). Other remains are extremely rare – an observation which applies 
to fragments from small animals such as rodents, reptiles, amphibians, etc., as well as small 
fragments from the large mammal bones. Amongst the remains which were collected by 
hand during the excavation, small fragments of the size of 1-2 cm were frequently pres-
ent. It is therefore surprising not to find many smaller remains. The excavators must be 
congratulated on the careful way in which they carried out the collecting of remains. There 
is, however, the possibility that small fragments were influenced by post-processional pro-
cesses such as chemical and/or physical detoriation and were lost. Still, the few samples 
that did produce identifiable remains show that these are mainly from naturally occurring 
species such as rodents, anuras (frog or toads), reptiles (tortoises) and gastropod shells, 
and that even unidentifiable remains from larger mammals are extremely rare.
 The preliminary study focused on the remains from a number of different contexts. 
These are limited in size, and it is questionable to what extent they are representative of 
the general pattern of exploitation of animals and animal products in the different periods. 
Therefore, the results are discussed for the different contexts separately, and conclusions 
about overall patterns of exploitation will largely be left until more remains from different 
contexts for each period are available.

Early Helladic II

Table 1: Number and weight (gr.) of the identified specimen (NISP) in EH II

NISP Weight (gr)

unidentified:   

unknown 21 11.3

size << rabbit 5 0.6

size dog to small sheep 37 20.8
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NISP Weight (gr)

size dog to sheep 775 1116.3

size dog to large sheep 24 95.5

size pig to cattle 41 152.5

size sheep to cattle 32 175

size red deer to cattle 69 494.4

   

species:   

Canis familiaris 2 11.5

Sus domesticus 144 746.7

Equus asinus 1 6.5

Ovis aries 41 433.5

Capra hircus 28 299.5

Ovis/Capra 207 899.9

Bos taurus 65 1856.0

Sus scrofa (wild/dom.) 5 55.5

Capra hircus/aegagrus 1 9.5

Ovis/Capra (wild/dom.) 1 6.0

Vulpes vulpes 1 2.0

Cervus elaphus 11 220.7

Lepus europaeus 13 23.7

Aves 8 9.0

Testudines 36 71.7

Gastropoda 3  

Helix aspersa 1  

Mollusc 2 15.0

total 1574 6733.1

The remains from the EH II period are largely from a single area, the casemate room, and its 
direct surroundings. The area was apparently used for storage and not as a food-processing 
area.15 The associated remains are readily identifiable by the red burnt soil which adheres 
to them, but which was easy to remove. In total 1574 fragments with a total weight of ca. 6.7 
kg were identified from this context (table 1). In table 2 the number of identified specimen 
(NISP) in the different contexts is given. Of the remains, 1004 of the fragments could only 
be identified as to the size of the animal. Only about 33% could be identified as to species 
(‘size group’). The mean size of fragments of the sheep ‘size group’ is 3-4 mm and of large 

15  See especially Crouwel et al. 2002, 4-32.

Continuation of table 1
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animals such as size cattle is 5-6 mm. This shows the high degree of fragmentation these 
remains underwent prior to deposition. Apparently, the process of food preparation caused 
this high degree of fragmentation, suggesting that these are fully-processed food remains in 
which the extraction of all calories and proteins (marrow) was important. This also suggests 
that meat was not an abundant product. Of the identified specimen the majority of the re-
mains are from sheep and goats, with more sheep identified than goats (1.5 : 1). The second 
most numerous remains are from pigs, constituting 25.3% of the identified remains. Cattle 
is represented by 11.5% of the identified remains. In terms of their meat as reflected by the 
bone weight, sheep and goat represent 35.3%, pig 16.0% and cattle 39.8%.

Table 2: NISP in the different contexts from EH II

area building unit period total

   EHII 678

  below occ surface EHII 13

  fire place EHII 8

  hill wash EHII 9

  occ debris EHII 49

II   EHII 49

  casemat EHII 189

  East room EHII 18

  N of casemat EHII 8

 1  EHII 9

III   EHII 417

  A EHII 84

  B EHII 29

  C EHII 6

  D EHII 2

  E EHII 4

  F EHII 2

total   1574

Apart from these domestic animals, especially red deer and hares were hunted. Their im-
portance is difficult to assess, but the number of remains suggests that in this period they 
were of some importance in providing meat. One fox bone was identified, as were two 
dog bones. The occurrence of one donkey bone must be viewed with some suspicion, as 
it could be due to contamination from a later period. The bird and tortoise remains await 
further analysis.
 In table 3 the fragments are grouped as to their body part. What stands out is that for 
sheep, goat and cattle the number of remains from the cranium, including the dentes which 
are normally preserved quite well, is quite low. Also, the remains of the corpus (vertebrae 
and ribs) are relatively few in number, even if most could only be identified as to their size 
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group. Most of these remains are from small rib fragments. Vertebrae are quite rare. For pig 
the NISP of cranium and dentes is higher, as these are more easily recognized. But most 
remains are from the upper legs. This again suggests that mainly fragments of meat-rich 
parts were found. These were quite strongly fragmented. Among the remains there is good 
evidence of chopping and smashing of bones. The number of remains with burn marks is 
quite low. Only 94 fragments show slight charring and almost none show calcination.

Table 3: NISP per body part for the most important species groups in EH II

species cranium upper 
front 
leg

lower 
front 
leg

upper 
hind 
leg

lower 
hind 
leg

lower 
leg

corpus uniden-
tified

long 
bone

total

unknown        21  21

size << rabbit       1 2 2 5

size rabbit to dog    2  2 22 3 8 37

size dog to sheep 7 3  7   120 24 614 775

size dog to wild 
boar 3 2 2   1 7  9 24

size wild boar to 
cattle 5   3  1 9 3 20 41

size sheep to 
cattle 4 1  3 1 1 5 5 12 32

size red deer to 
cattle 1 1  1   12 2 52 69

Sus (scrofa) 
domesticus 49 17 1 67 1 6 1  2 144

Ovis aries 6 11 5 7 9 3    41

Capra hircus 12 6  4 5  1   28

Ovis/Capra 80 32 12 58 15 4 5  1 207

Bos taurus 14 13 5 10 9 8 6   65

total 181 86 25 162 40 26 189 60 720 1489

Of the pig bones four are from foetal to neonate individuals, nine from infantiles and ten 
from juveniles. These form 16% of the total amount of recognized pig remains and show 
that the people in EH II had some preference for very young pigs. On the other hand, only 
4% of the sheep and goat bones are from juveniles, and only one pelvis of cattle is from a 
young individual.
 The preliminary impression of the remains from the EH II period is that these repre-
sent prepared food remains. Meat originated from cattle, sheep and pigs, with some prefer-
ence for very young pigs. The high degree of fragmentation suggests that the marrow of 
the bones was much sought after. Almost no remains of primary slaughter and carcass-
dressing were found. This, together with the limited area from which these remains were 
recovered, indicates a food preference and does not reflect a more comprehensive idea of 
animal husbandry and its potential value during this period.
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Middle Helladic

Only a limited amount of remains could be definitely attributed to a MH context. Also, 
some contamination probably occurred. Therefore any conclusion is very preliminary.

Table 4: NISP and weight (gr.) of the remains from MH

 NISP weight (gr)

unidentified:   

unknown 4 1.4

size rabbit to dog 1 0.5

size dog to sheep 55 117.7

size dog to wild boar 5 21

size wild boar to cattle 16 64.2

size sheep to cattle 7 48

size red deer to cattle 58 489

   

species:   

Sus domesticus 29 301.5

Ovis aries 4 39.5

Capra hircus 1 4

Ovis/Capra 21 151.5

Bos taurus 28 549.6

Sus scrofa (wild/dom.) 1 28.5

Cervidae, spec.unknown 8 36

Cervus elaphus 6 84

Testudines, species unknown 50 252.7

total 294 2189.1

In table 4 the NISP and weight of the remains of the different species (groups) are given. 
Only 294 bones with a total weight of 2.2 kg could be attributed to MH. Again sheep, goat, 
cattle and pig are the most important animals, while red deer is also present. In contrast 
to EH II, cattle remains seem to be the most important. With regard to the number of 
remains, these three groups are almost equal. This is also reflected among the unidentified 
remains. The weight of the bone as a reflection of the probable meat importance (ex - 
cluding the testudinae) shows that almost 49% of the meat came from cattle, 25% from pig 
and only 16% from sheep and goat. Another remarkable fact is the high number (n=50) 
of remains from tortoises. The fragments also seem to be slightly bigger (size sheep 4-5 cm 
and size cattle 6 cm). Although the numbers are small, it seems that more of the corpus is 
present, including the vertebrae (table 5). Of the remains, 94 fragments (32%) show slight 
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to complete charring, while 35 fragments had been gnawed on, probably by dogs, and at 
least two by rodents.
 Of the pig bones one is from an infantile and four are from juvenile individuals. The 
r emains of sheep, goat and cattle are all from apparently adult individuals.

Table 5: NISP per body part for the most important species groups in MH

species cranium upper 
front 
leg

lower 
front 
leg

upper 
hind 
leg

lower 
hind 
leg

lower 
leg

corpus unidenti-
fied

long 
bone

total

unknown 4 4

size rabbit to dog 1 1

size dog to sheep 1 1 6 47 55

size dog to wild 
boar 2 3 5

size wild boar to 
cattle 1 7 8 16

size sheep to 
cattle 1 1 2 3 7

size red deer to 
cattle 2 2 2 13 5 34 58

Sus domesticus 12 9 1 5 1 1 29

Ovis aries 1 1 2 4

Capra hircus 1 1

Ovis/Capra 3 8 9 1 21

Bos taurus 11 7 1 1 2 2 4 28

total 31 27 2 21 4 4 36 9 95 229

Animal burial
There is one animal burial datable to the MH period. It was a fully articulated and com-
plete skeleton, but lacking the skull, buried in a shallow pit and covered by soil. Later in 
MH this burial was cut by a cist grave with a human inhumation. The animal was previ-
ously described as a dog.16 Analysis of the bones however, proved it to be a female pig, 
carrying at least eight foetuses. The pig was slightly over two years old.
 It is uncommon for animals to be buried within occupation areas, due to the dangers 
of disease or contamination. However, the inhumation that cut the animal burial, and the 
occurrence of several human remains in the lots from this period shows that the area was 
used for burials in MH. It is therefore unclear why this pregnant sow had been buried 
there. On the skeleton no cut marks or any pathologies were found which could explain 
the cause of death.

16  See Prent in Crouwel et al. 2001, 7. For the human inhumation, see Smits in Crouwel et al. 2004, 22-26.
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In conclusion, it can be stated, with all due precaution because of the limited amount and 
possible contamination of the material, that in MH the consumption of meat is quite dif-
ferent from the EH II period. The preference of the inhabitants seems to be mostly for 
cattle, much less for pigs and even less for sheep or goat. Also, the preference for suckling 
pigs in EH II is not repeated in the MH period.
 The occurrence of the many tortoise plates needs to be examined. Although these are 
burrowing animals and in two cases were found in larger numbers (n=16 and n=13), all 
other finds are single. This suggests that the animals did not die a natural death but were 
collected by the people and used in some way.

The Hellenistic period

In table 6 the number of NISP in the different contexts from the Hellenistic period is 
given. The focus of the analysis will be on the difference between the contexts with com-
parable numbers of remains. In tables 7a and 7b the NISP and weight (g) of the species 
in the different context is given. Of all the remains 36.7% is identifiable as to species. In 
general, sheep and goat provide the majority of the remains (n=426, 56.8% of the identi-
fied mammals). Pigs are second with 153 fragments (20%) and cattle form the third largest 
group with 90 fragments (12%). Apart from these, deer, hare and birds occur in significant 
numbers. Other species that occur in low numbers are dog, cat, donkey, fox, wild boar and 
roe deer. Among the birds a significant number of remains are from chicken, as attested 
by the typical tarsometatarsi of roosters (Inv. no. 5560.25, plate IX; Inv. no. 3046.16/17b, 
plate X).

Table 6:  NISP in the different contexts from the HL period

Context nr. Area Building Unit Total

1 C   542

I A 3 60

2 I A COURT 604

3 I A SALONI 270

  STREET 1 25

4   STREET 2 212

5 II   205

III   5

   485

Total   2408
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Table 7a:  NISP of the species in the different contexts of the HL period

context nr. 1 2 3 4 5 other total

        

unidentified:        

unknown 30  11  4 43 88

size << rabbit 12     1 13

size rabbit to dog 18 9 10 2 6 22 67

size dog to sheep 221 243 126 131 96 272 1089

size dog to wild boar 21 14 6 6 5 4 56

size wild boar to cattle 4 11 4 8 11 15 53

size sheep to cattle 7 14 9 1 5 6 42

size red deer to cattle 11 50 8 6 12 30 117

        

species:        

Canis familiaris 4     3 7

Felis domesticus      1 1

Sus domesticus 52 52 14 8 5 22 153

Equus asinus (dom.)  3 1    4

Equus spec. (dom.)  1   1  2

Ovis aries 19 10 8 2 3 8 50

Capra hircus 19 14 6  6 12 57

Ovis/Capra 41 114 44 37 26 57 319

Bos taurus 19 40 7 4 4 16 90

Canis familiaris/Vulpes vulpes 1     4 5

Ovis aries/orientalis    1   1

Capra hircus/aegagrus 1 2     3

Ovis/Capra (wild/dom.)  1     1

Vulpes vulpes   1 1  2 4

Sus scrofa    1   1

Cervidae     1  1

Cervus elaphus 5 4 2 1 2 2 16

Capreolus capreolus      1 1

Lepus europaeus 6 3 1 1 6 17 34

Aves 45 10 1 1 6 18 81

Testudines 1 7 11  4 6 29

Gastropoda     1 11 12
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context nr. 1 2 3 4 5 other total

Helix aspersa 2 1  1 1  5

Mollusca 1 1    2 4

Cerastoderma edule 2      2

total 542 604 270 212 205 575 2408

Table 7b: Weight (gr.) of the fragments in the different contexts of the HL period

Context nr. 1 2 3 4 5 other total

Unidentified:

unknown 5.3  6.1  2.5 14.9 28.8

size << rabbit 3.0     0.1 3.1

size rabbit to dog 7.5 5.5 5.2 0.2 4.9 5.2 28.5

size dog to sheep 242.0 468.3 127.6 135.0 107.6 324.4 1404.9

size dog to wild boar 60.6 47.0 9.1 17.5 12.0 7.0 153.2

size wild boar to cattle 8.0 78.5 4.7 29.5 32.7 35.0 188.4

size sheep to cattle 36.0 52.0 34.0 13.5 29.5 29.5 194.5

size red deer to cattle 41.5 423.8 62.0 30.5 59.5 161.0 778.3

Species:

Canis familiaris 31.0     3.5 34.5

Felis domesticus      1.5 1.5

Sus (scrofa) domesticus 295.5 485.2 56.1 11.4 76.0 116.1 1040.3

Equus asinus (dom.)  74.5 14.8    89.3

Equus spec. (dom.)  17.5   4.5  22.0

Ovis aries 85.5 92.0 36.0 5.0 13.0 67.5 299.0

Capra hircus 109.0 198.0 24.0  37.0 114.5 482.5

small ruminant 169.9 637.6 126.3 137.4 66.9 237.2 1375.3

Bos taurus 470.5 1009.0 145.5 52.5 61.1 246.0 1984.6

Canis familiaris/Vulpes vulpes 1.0     2.0 3.0

Ovis aries/orientalis    19.0   19.0

Capra hircus/aegagrus 11.5 30.0     41.5

small ruminant (wild/dom.)  14.0     14.0

Vulpes vulpes   0.5 1.0  0.4 1.9

Continuation of table 7a
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Context nr. 1 2 3 4 5 other total

Sus scrofa     6.0   6.0

Cervidae, spec.unknown     3.5  3.5

Cervus elaphus 28.5 90.0 55.0 3.0 152.5 23.5 352.5

Capreolus capreolus      2.5 2.5

Lepus capensis (europaeus) 9.0 1.7 2.5 0.2 6.7 4.3 24.4

Aves, species unknown (wild) 25.8 9.3 0.2 0.1 1.2 12.5 49.1

Testudines, species unknown 0.1 34.5 19.7  4.5 32.5 91.3

Gastropoda        

Helix aspersa 0.1      0.1

Mollusca 4.0 2.0    1.1 7.1

Cerastoderma edule 5.0      5.0

total 1650.3 3770.4 729.3 461.8 675.6 1442.2 8729.6

 In terms of meat as represented by bone weight, sheep and goat provided 37.1%, pig 
17.9% and cattle 34.2%. Slightly more goats than sheep were identified.
 Among the unidentified remains, the fragments of the large mammals represent 12% 
in number and 40.4% of the weight of unidentified remains, therefore the fragmentation 
did not influence the representation of the species. The fragments of medium-sized mam-
mals vary in size between 2-5 cm, and those of the large mammals between 4-7 cm. Clearly 
the fragmentation is much less uniform than in the EH II period.
 Only 20 fragments show clear signs of gnawing by carnivores, and only 12 fragments 
show traces of gnawing by rodents. Cut marks of butchering and defleshing were found on 
42 fragments.
 In fig. 6 the relative amounts of the major species groups in the different contexts is 
shown. Between the contexts there is a significant difference in the importance of pigs, 
which decreases from 40% in Building C to slightly more than 10% in Street 2 and Street 
1. The significance of these findings needs to be studied further.
 Again, if we look at the body part representation, it is clear that, apart from pig, the 
number of cranial and dental remains is quite low (table 8). If we take into account the 
unidentified remains, the number of corpus remains (vertebrae and ribs) is more than 
expected when the full carcass is processed. The number of lower leg remains is also as 
expected when the full carcass is processed. Apparently, crania are underrepresented.

Continuation of table 7b
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Plate IX.  Metatarsi from chicken 
(Gallus gallus) with large spurs

Plate X.  Metatarsi from chicken (Gallus gallus) 
with large spurs

Figure 6.  Relative numbers of the major animal species in the different contexts of the HL period
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Table 8: NISP per body part for the most important species groups in the HL period

cranium upper 
front 
leg

lower 
front 
leg

upper 
hind 
leg

lower 
hind 
leg

lower 
leg

corpus unidenti-
fied

long 
bone

total

size dog to sheep 14 10  10  1 166 20 400 621

size sheep to cattle 4 2  1   12 1 17 37

size red deer to 
cattle 2 1  3 3 1 21 10 46 87

Sus domesticus 58 38 4 18 9 13 9  2 151

Ovis aries 7 12 5 7 16 3    50

Capra hircus 15 6 10 4 20 2    57

Ovis/Capra 73 82 13 82 21 21 9  3 304

Bos taurus 19 16 9 13 11 12 8  1 89

total 192 167 41 138 80 53 225 31 469 1396

 Of the 153 fragments of pig, four are of foetal or neonate individuals, 13 of infantile, six 
of juvenile and eight of subadult animals. This shows again a preference for young to very 
young piglets. However, this seems more the natural product of successful pig breeding, as 
the sows do produce up to eight piglets per year at least and successful pig breeding allows 
them to be slaughtered at quite a young age.
 Of the 426 fragments of sheep and goat, 16 were from infantile to juvenile individuals 
and five from subadults. Of the sheep three bones were tentatively identified as female and 
two as male, while among the goats the corresponding numbers are respectively twelve 
and seven. It seems as if there is not a clear sex distinction in the slaughtered animals.
 Only one cattle bone is from a subadult individual and two could be described as fe-
male. On the total number this is too few to draw a conclusion, other than that cattle seem 
to have been slaughtered mainly as adults.
 As a conclusion one can state that the faunal remains from the Hellenistic period seem 
to represent a more general pattern of animal husbandry, relying on sheep, goat and cattle, 
and somewhat less on pig. The hunting of deer and hare and the consumption of birds 
seem to have been established facts of life.
 

Special context
Plate XI illustrates a special find from the Hellenistic period. It consists of a charcoal 
patch interpreted as a burned wooden plate on which many small bones were found.17 
These bones have not been included in the lists presented so far. The analysis of the bones 
has not been completed, but they consisted of the following: remains of a neonate pig 
(suckling pig), remains of the wings and legs of a very small bird (thrush-size) and two 

17  See Prent in Crouwel et al. 2001, 6.
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somewhat larger birds, a bird skull, a leg bone of a hare, and small rib fragments of sheep 
or goat. Most bones were also charred.
 According to the excavators the plate rested on an isolated patch of stones with traces 
of burning, of which the exact function and meaning have not yet been established. The 
composition of the assemblage itself suggests a special occasion, but no connection with a 
sacred place could be established that would suggest an offering. The burning might also 
have been caused by a destruction by fire.

Plate XI.  Contents of burned plate, bones sorted in different categories



JOOST CROUWEL  ET AL.28

Conclusion

The preliminary faunal analysis of the material from the excavations at Geraki reveals 
that in the three separate periods considered above the use of animal products was quite 
different. In all three periods sheep, goat, pig and cattle were by far the most important 
species. In both the EH II and Hellenistic periods hunting of hare and deer took place and 
was not unimportant. In the MH period collecting tortoises might have been important. 
In the Hellenistic period the consumption of birds, probably chicken, became firmly es-
tablished.
 The use of the major species is also quite different. In the EH II period the evidence is 
that meat was an item, possibly rare, that was to be used to its full potential. This is why in 
that period the fragmentation of meat-carrying bones is very high. There is also a distinct 
preference for (very) young pigs.
 In the MH period the attention of the people is focused on large animals, especially 
cattle. The importance of sheep and goat decreases considerably.
 The material from the Hellenistic period seems to reflect a more general pattern of 
animal husbandry. The number of remains is much larger than in the other periods, which 
however, probably reflects the larger areas excavated. Both in number and in weight of 
the bones, sheep and goat are the most important species in almost equal numbers. Cattle, 
although much less in number, probably provided as much meat. Pigs have become much 
less important. Also, the fragmentation is much less than in earlier periods. Possibly because 
of the quantity of remains the range of species exploited in the Hellenistic period is much 
larger.
 These conclusions are preliminary. It is clear that some of the ‘missing’ elements in 
the animal consumption pattern might have occurred in unexcavated areas of the site, in 
which pre- and post-depositional processes may have been different.
 In her overview of the archaeozoology in prehistoric Greece, L. Karali describes in 
general terms the evolution of the use of animal products from the Neolithic onwards. 
On the whole, the analysis of the remains from Geraki fits her conclusions quite well. Pigs 
are rather important from the Neolithic to the Bronze Age and of less importance later. 
The preference for very young pigs in EH II is, however, not evident at other sites. Cattle 
were always the largest meat provider. The importance of birds at Geraki is not reflected 
at many other sites. To what extent this is due to differences in recovery is unclear. What 
is clear is that Geraki fits the general pattern of animal exploitation, albeit with some dif-
ferences that may have been local adaptations to environmental conditions or represent 
conscious choices by the people of Geraki. The lack of comparative studies with sufficient 
animal remains studied hinders this comparison.
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John Bintliff, Božidar Slapšak, Bart Noordervliet, 
Janneke van Zwienen, Keith Wilkinson and Rob Shiel

Summary of the 2008 Season (John Bintliff and Božidar Slapšak)

During 2008 the joint Leiden-Ljubljana Project continued work at the ancient city of  
Koroneia and the ancient city of Thespiae. The work was directed by John Bintliff  
(Koroneia) and Božidar Slapšak (Thespiae). The Assistant Director was Professor  
Vladimir Stissi (Amsterdam), and the Assistant Field Director was Dr A. Vionis (Leuven). 
We wish to acknowledge the always helpful support of Professor Vassilis Aravantinos for 
the Thebes Ephorate, the staff of the Dutch Institute in Athens, and the generous hospital-
ity of Archbishop Hieronymus of Athens for our project accommodation at Evangelistria. 
A ceramic study season was carried out in January under the direction of Professor Jeroen 
Poblome (Leuven) and Professor Stissi. Key staff members for the fieldwork at Koroneia 
were Bart Noordervliet and Janneke van Zwienen (Leiden), whose specialist research is 
presented by them later in this report. Geomorphological and Land Use research was car-
ried out at Koroneia and Thespiae, and Land Use research at additional sites belonging 
to the previous Boeotia Project with a view to the publication of older work, by Dr Keith 
Wilkinson (Winchester) and Dr Rob Shiel (Newcastle University) of which short reports 
appear at the end of this article. Previous work at Koroneia has been presented in Pharos. 
The Journal of the Dutch Institute at Athens for the 2005, 2006 and 2007 seasons (Bintliff 
2006, Bintliff and Slapšak 2007, Bintliff et al. 2009).

*  The Editorial Board of Pharos regrets that some information contained in the illustrations is lost, because 
it was impossible to print them in colour. The full article with the original colour illustrations can be viewed 
on the site of the Netherlands Institute at Athens: www.nia.gr/pharos16.html.
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Thespiae

The 2008 work at the ancient city of Thespiae is essential clarification of the earlier surface 
ceramic and architectural survey made under the direction of John Bintliff and Professor 
Anthony Snodgrass (Cambridge) in several seasons between 1985 and 2002. Additional 
research has been carried out in recent years on a large sample of the surface architecture 
by a small team directed by Professor Margharita Bonnano (Rome La Sapienza Uni-
versity), and their results will form part of a forthcoming monograph from Cambridge 
University, volume 2 of the Boeotia Project, on the City of Thespiae. In 2008 the Ljubljana 
team of Božidar Slapšak continued with the mapping of surface limestone blocks which 
may represent traces of the ancient city walls, together with other blocks and inscriptions 
from the ancient town. Two important localised studies were carried out in addition, where 
ongoing modern construction work inside the Late Roman Kastro, which lies in the centre 
of the low-lying ancient town, and also on the outskirts of the modern village of Thespiae 
on the plateau edge above the ancient city, revealed stratified ancient deposits of impor-
tance for the history of the urban plan.
 The modern deep excavation within the Kastro revealed rich deposits, partly of a reli-
gious nature, including possible pieces dating back to Protogeometric times. A remarkable 
inscribed sherd, read with the assistance of Project epigrapher Professor Albert Schachter 
(McGill-Oxford), appears to mention an official of the Agora. This agrees excellently with 
the hypothesis of Anthony Snodgrass that Jamot’s late 19th century excavation of a large, 
probably Archaic temple within the later Kastro points to the Classical Agora lying in this 
neighbourhood.
 The second constructional disturbance above the ancient city, on the rim of the steep 
cliff separating the lowland town from the modern village, sheds further light on the late 
Classical-Hellenistic city wall extension which Božidar Slapšak had been tracing from the 
valley bottom up to this point in previous seasons. A striking degree of survival of this wall, 
which in the upper portions is entirely of mud bricks, led to detailed cleaning and record-
ing of this almost unique phenomenon. Nonetheless, so far little trace has been recorded 
of extensive or long-lasting occupation of the large area north of the river Kanavaris en-
closed by this extension to the original city south of the river, and what has been found of 
likely domestic use is of Hellenistic age. These investigations fit well with the overall re-
sults of the total ceramic survey of the city carried out in 1985-6, where Archaic-Classical 
and later Roman finds from the extension zone have been suggested to form burial areas. 
It seems that the optimistic replanning of Thespiae in late Classical or Hellenistic times 
did not result in a permanent expansion of the town, matching the well-evidenced shrink-
ing of the entire city by Early Roman times and the collapse of rural settlement in the 
inner city hinterland by this date (Bintliff et al. 2007). Important additional evidence has 
been provided by Professor Catherine Grandjean (University of Tours), who has kindly 
informed us that the numismatic evidence from Thespiae includes coins believed to origi-
nate in the extension sector, and these are of Hellenistic or earliest Roman Imperial age 
and no later or earlier.
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Koroneia

In 2008 the survey grid of 20 x 20 m study squares continued to be extended both further 
downhill from the Acropolis and also laterally towards the likely edge of the ancient town 
(figs 1-2). By the end of the summer season a total of more than 14 hectares of the city had 
been studied in this highly-intensive fashion, providing an astounding wealth of surface 
finds as well as regular discovery of small and larger fragments of ancient architecture, 
much in situ. The process of setting-out the grids, as well as recording the density of surface 
pottery within them, and any architectural fragments, is now totally paper-less. Leiden 
computer specialist Bart Noordervliet was able to locate each grid in real space and attach 
a documentary text record on his palmtop computer, linked to a GPS positioning device 
(fig. 3). At a later stage Bart and colleague Janneke van Zwienen returned to the architec-
tural fragments to record them in greater accuracy using a Differential GPS device, which 
has high spatial resolution as well as providing elevation.
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Figure 1-2.  Location of all survey grids studied by the end of the 2008 field season at Koroneia, on an aerial 

photograph and the 1/5000 relief map. Recorded and mapped by Bart Noordervliet
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Figure 3.  A sample of the digital record from the palmtop field registration in 2008. The location of each 
grid is tied to its records (Bart Noordervliet). The records include surface sherd densities raw and surface 
visibility estimates
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8/27/2008 347 olive grove wild 
cereals

pa bi 20.5 19 295 186 7 6 3 domestic cemetery/sanctuary 
finds

8/27/2008 348 olive grove wild 
cereals

da ch 25.9 21.4 70 144 2 4 2 domestic cemetery/sanctuary 
finds

8/27/2008 349 olive grove wild 
cereals

jo jo 18.9 20 68 77 7 6 1 domestic cemetery/sanctuary 
finds

8/27/2008 350 olive grove wild 
cereals

da ch 17.6 20.1 81 169 2 5 2 domestic cemetery/sanctuary 
finds

8/27/2008 351 olive grove wild 
cereals

pa bi 18.4 17.3 248 187 3 4 2 domestic cemetery/sanctuary 
finds
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cereals
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none pa bi 20.9 22.5 425 416 10 10 5 domestic cemetery/sanctuary 
finds

8/27/2008 356 ploughed 
olive grove

none da ch 19.5 20.8 155 381 9 10 5 domestic cemetery/sanctuary 
finds

8/27/2008 357 ploughed 
olive grove

none jo jo 16.2 20 342 168 9 10 5 domestic cemetery/sanctuary 
finds
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Figure 4a.   Koroneia City: Sherd density per Hectare and boundary features
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Figure 4. The survey grids at Koroneia 2007-8 (4a), with their ceramic density, visibility-corrected per hect-
are, compared on the same scale as that at ancient Thespiae city (4b). At three points in 2008 possible city 
boundaries were located, due to the presence of ancient cemeteries (north) and very low surface densities 
(south). ‘No density’ marks areas of dense vegetation, where no quantification of surface finds was possible, 
but here ceramic samples were taken
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Figure 4b.   Comparative Density: Thespiae City

Figure 5. The Classical cemetery in the north-east sector of the city hill
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Figure 6. The rich finds from the N-E Classical cemetery, the figurines highlighted

So far, very high ceramic densities have been recorded at Koroneia, although in one small 
area in the far south of the hill a sudden drop in values probably does mark an extramural 
area (fig. 4). In the north-east a clear Archaic-Classical cemetery was reached, with figu-
rines and human bone amongst much fine ware (figs 5-7). A similar small area in the north-
west may also be a cemetery, or alternatively a sanctuary (the finds await detailed study by 
Vladimir Stissi). Immediately after the identification of the NE cemetery, another exciting 
development was the discovery of the edge of the predicted Medieval hamlet which we 
expected to lie near to the well-known fragmentary Frankish Crusader tower. In fact this 
domestic site lies just to the south of the tower hillock, overlying the northern edges of the 
NE Classical cemetery. So far, according to our Medieval specialist Athanasios Vionis, the 
finds are of Frankish-Late Byzantine rather than pre-tower age. Although the Ottoman 
tax registers record the existing villages of this district as in place by the 15th century AD 
(Bintliff 1995), with no clear trace of the Frankish-era village at ancient Koroneia, stray 
ceramic pieces from the new tower hamlet site of early Ottoman age may point to a piece-
meal displacement of the community towards its successor location, the Greek village of 
Agios Georgios a mere 2 kilometres distant, or, perhaps, to the survival of a farm at the 
abandoned village site once the bulk of the population had moved.
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 The areas of the ancient city of Koroneia surveyed so far appear to be mostly domestic 
in character, although the special character of the Acropolis and the supposed Agora pla-
teau on the eastern middle slopes of the hill are easily distinguished by their architectural 
debris (see Bintliff et al. 2009). The small size of survey grid we adopted for Koroneia was 
designed to obtain high-precision detail, but has produced an unexpected result. Since most 
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Figure 7.  Human and animal figurines from 
the NE cemetery

A

B

C
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Figure 8.    A typical terrace on the slopes of the city hill, narrowed by slopewash from above

of the city hill is steep and its surfaces artificially transformed through narrow contour-
hugging terraces of likely antique construction, we can suppose that houses lined these 
terraces in Greco-Roman times in rows just one house wide, allowing for access paths (fig. 
8). In our stepwise setting up of small survey grids along these terraces we have been struck 
by the highly-repetitive and rich assemblages from sequent grids, dominated by a full range 
of household artefacts (giant storage vessels, food preparation and consumption pots, bee-
hives, spindle-whorls and loomweights, together with roof, and floor or wall tiles: fig. 9). 
These domestic assemblages are less regularly associated with walls which appear to mark 
house outlines, or large cut blocks probably identifying house corners or door thresholds 
(fig. 10). These putative house foundations do not follow a single orientation across the city, 
but there is already evidence that for smaller areas across the hill the foundations are in 
comparable alignments, pointing to a degree of urban planning within each quarter of the 
ancient town. More exact documentation of all such wall-fragments by Bart Noordervliet 
and Janneke van Zwienen may allow us to reconstruct the main lines of the ancient urban 
plan. For the moment, for significant sectors of the city, where the surface is clear of heavy 
scrub, we face the exciting innovative possibility for surface survey of tracing households 
across a major ancient town. Ultimate targets for this research could be the analysis of dif-
ferential wealth within, and the variable development of, each suburb of the city.
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Figure 9. Recurrent household assemblages from domes-
tic terraces. Upper row, left to right: beehive, floor-tiles. 
Second row: spindle-whorl, stone grinders. Third row: 
moulded table-ware and storage jars. Fourth row: a 
loomweight
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Figure 10. Aligned cut blocks along contours seem to mark house foundations, in this case a possible door 
threshold from a recycled altar or other monumental stand

Future explorations of the town planning on this irregular steep hill will certainly benefit 
from comparisons with similar excavated sites, such as the Macedonian Hellenistic-Roman 
plan of the town of Petres (Adam-Veleni 2000) (fig. 11). Comparisons for the household 
assemblages are now available from the excellent detailed studies of the house finds from 
Olynthus (Cahill 2002) and Halieis (Ault 2005).
 The continuing digital analysis of the city surface will eventually, we hope, reveal urban 
planning and access routes, a project being carried out by Noordervliet and van Zwienen.
Also researching with the Koroneia survey this year was Dr Keith Wilkinson and his wife 
and colleague Myra Hoek-Wilkinson of the University of Winchester (see following re-
port), who continued their geomorphological analysis of the natural and human-modified 
features of the city hill. They have confirmed that the large hollow on the eastern side of 
the hill is definitely not natural, and although no architecture has yet been observed there, 
this does seem to confirm our own and previous visitors to the site’s proposals to see there 
the Theatre of ancient Koroneia. A longer-term aim is to reconstruct how the hill looked 
before human engineering in antiquity created a well-managed built-environment on 
its innumerable terraces. This team also assisted the rescue recording at Thespiae by the  
Slovenian team of Božidar Slapšak. A preliminary study of the land potential and soils of 
the Koroneia region, and observations at Thespiae and additional, older Boeotia Project 
sites, was made by Dr Rob Shiel of Newcastle University (see following report).
 One final mini-project is worth mentioning. A pre-war report by the famous Boeotian 
topographer Siegfried Lauffer (1986) recorded several fragments of a Roman aqueduct 
running northwards for several kilometres, from the lower slopes of Mount Helicon by 
the modern village of Koroneia, to the edge of the ancient city. A brief field visit along 
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Figure 11. Excavated areas of the town at Petres with a suggested reconstruction (Adam-Veleni 2000)



45the Leiden-LJuBLJana ancient cities of Boeotia proJect

the predicted line described by Lauffer (fig. 12) did not reveal any standing ruins, but fu-
ture fieldwork should be carried out to trace this potentially very important evidence of  
Roman improvements to the urban amenities of a city already known from inscriptions to 
have been favoured more than once by an Emperor’s benevolent intervention, of which 
this major monument is a known example (Fossey 1988). One positive result from this 
brief excursion towards the mountainous rim of the Koroneia basin was the observation 
that even high up in the valley sides far from the city, Classical surface finds are extremely 
plentiful, indicating as elsewhere in Boeotia (Bintliff 1997) that land use was at its peak 
in this time.

Figure 12. Putative line of the Roman aqueduct supplying Koroneia from Mount Helicon

GIS and GPS Fieldwork at Koroneia, Summer Season, August 2008 (Bart Noordervliet 
and Janneke van Zwienen)

The city survey was this season once again assisted by GPS positioning and digital record-
ing using handheld computers. New this year was the decision to abandon paper recording 
entirely, in favour of entering the information into a database on the handheld computer. 
Besides being conceptually a very big step, it also required us to look again at how we 
define the types of data that we gather. This is because computer databases enforce consis-
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tency and completeness of the data entered, whereas paper forms are much more forgiv-
ing in that regard. In the past, this would give problems while entering the data into a lab 
computer afterwards. While not avoiding all problems entirely, this new method makes 
problems apparent while still in the field, where it is still possible to re-examine the situa-
tion. The idea that entrusting one’s data to paper forms would be more reliable than using 
a computer seems to be outdated. While something unfortunate can happen to computer 
storage in a similar way as it can happen to a piece of paper, the computer has the advan-
tage that making copies of the information is extremely simple and does not require large 
machinery. As a result, by the time we left the field, the gathered data were already stored 
twice, on the handheld computer itself and on a small memory card.
 In addition to the regular field survey, a continuation of the fieldwork of January 2008 
was undertaken. This fieldwork consists of using high-precision GPS equipment to accu-
rately record the elevation of different parts of the hill, in an attempt to record both the 
natural shape of the hill as well as its artificial modifications (see our report in the previous 
issue of Pharos for the Spring 2008 season: Bintliff et al. 2009). The natural shape of the hill 
may provide information about the way that the ancient city was built on top of it, while 
the modifications may also in part date back to ancient times and show us how the hill was 
shaped to further accommodate the city. This season, the students who come to the project 
to work on the pottery survey also collaborated with Janneke van Zwienen to refine and 
extend the Digital Elevation Model (DEM) of January 2008. Measurements were mainly 
taken at the east side of Koroneia hill, where the main part of the city is thought to have 
been. The dry riverbed that was used as a boundary stands out clearly in the model’s vi-
sualisations (fig. 13). Now that large parts of Koroneia hill have been recorded, work has 
begun on using cost-surface analysis and 3D-modelling techniques, to get a better under-
standing of the possibilities offered as well as the difficulties posed by Koroneia hill to the 
construction of a city in ancient times.
 The two types of research mentioned above can be combined in a number of ways. 
Firstly, the resulting DEM can be used to interpret the information gathered in the field 
survey. Since both surveys are accurately recorded using GPS receivers, it is possible to 
overlay the different information layers, as well as display them in a 3D-visualisation. See-
ing our data in the sloping landscape can, for instance, help us to interpret unexpected 
changes in pottery density or typology. These two methods can also work together towards 
the goal of finding the city perimeter. This perimeter would hopefully show up both as a 
break in the pottery finds and as a notable change in the landscape.
 One last branch of innovation on the project makes use of the aforementioned GPS-
positioning and digital field recording techniques, in an attempt to get more insight in the 
data acquired in field surveys. Usually, the size of a grid unit (and thus the smallest area 
for which we gather specific information) is chosen just prior to the actual fieldwork, based 
on a number of factors. Areas range from small 100 m2 grids for work inside a city or small 
settlement, to 10.000 m2 for large transects in the countryside. This choice has a permanent 
effect on the resolution of our data and the level of aggregation of the individual observa-
tions. This new experiment tries to postpone this decision by recording data in the small-
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est possible unit that is feasible at this time, a single square metre. These units, which can 
essentially be treated as point measurements, can, during post-processing, be averaged 
and correlated in various ways, in an attempt to find the ideal level of correlation to get 
the information needed. To this end, various interpolation methods with different levels 
of smoothing can be used to generate continuous surfaces representing the observations 
made in the field. Essentially, the ability to look at our data through ‘windows’ of varying 
sizes is retained, as well as the capability to slide these windows to different boundaries. 
A higher number of data points also offers the possibility to use geostatistical analysis to 
filter small-area variation (‘noise’), to search for trends and to get an idea of the accuracy 
of any inter- and extrapolations performed. Examples of such an analysis using a Kriging 
method are shown in figures 2 and 3. Unfortunately, the number of measurements taken is 
still quite limited and there are large gaps in between. Further testing will be necessary to 
generate enough data to do a statistical comparison with the data obtained in the project’s 
more usual manner. Regardless of the limited results so far, in terms of square metres 
covered per man-hour, this technique already approaches the efficiency of the existing 
method and further improvements are planned, mostly in the development of the software 
used.

Figure 13. 3D visualisation of Koroneia hill made in Surfer
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Figure 14. Kriging interpolation
Correlating 20 measurements for each raster cell showing sherd density (red, in print dark grey, is high)
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Figure 15. Kriging interpolation
Correlating 100 measurements for each raster cell showing sherd density (red, in print dark grey, is high)
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Geoarchaeological Fieldwork carried out for the Ancient Cities of Boeotia Project, 
Summer 2008 (Keith Wilkinson)

Introduction

Geoarchaeological fieldwork was conducted by the author, Myra Wilkinson-van Hoek 
and Kayleigh Padwick at Thespiae and by the author at Koroneia during August 2008 as 
part of the Ancient Cities of Boeotia Project (henceforth ‘the Project’). The geoarchaeo-
logical work reported here follows on from a preparatory study in August 2007 and was 
undertaken in order to reconstruct the landscape/cityscape geomorphology at the time the 
cities were occupied in the Classical and Roman periods.

Koroneia

In August 2007 a study area measuring approximately 1.5 x 1.5 km and centred on the 
ancient city hill of Koroneia was defined (fig. 16). Geomorphological mapping was then 
carried out within this area, using standard walkover techniques. Individual geomorpho-
logical observations were made on a personal data assistant (PDA) and their position 
recorded using a recreational GPS (maximum accuracy ca. 3 m). Additional geomorpho-
logical information was acquired from aerial photographs and geological maps in the pos-
session of the Project. Approximately 50% of the study area had been mapped by the end 
of the 2007 season. Mapping was then completed in the 2008 field season, by which time 
229 separate observations had been made (fig. 16). Fieldwork in 2008 was conducted ac-
cording to a methodology devised in 2007, except that a Leica GS20 handheld differential 
GPS (accuracy ± 20 cm) was used to acquire positional information.
 The results of the geomorphological survey of Koroneia demonstrate the following:
The city hill is largely comprised of metamorphic mudstone (schist) as depicted in the 
IGME geological map for the area. Rocks outcropping in the present quarry to the north 
of the city are of a low metamorphic grade and bedding planes are still readily visible. 
These low grade schists dip downwards to both the south, but in a more pronounced fash-
ion to the east (an average of 130o with a dip of 26o). As a result, the low grade metamor-
phic mudstones outcrop on the north-western flanks of the hill, but everywhere else high 
grade metamorphic mudstones are found (most readily visible in the area around the 
Frankish tower and an adjacent quarry). The low grade mudstones are more prone to 
weathering than those of higher grade on the eastern side of the city and as a result the 
western and northern slopes of the hill have suffered high levels of erosion. Soils on these 
slopes are thin and the bedrock is within the plough zone across the entire area. Two gul-
lies – presumably carrying ephemeral flow – have cut through the low grade metamorphic 
mudstones on the western side of the city and these presumably have a temporal origin 
following the abandonment of the city. The higher grade mudstones on the eastern slopes 
are less prone to weathering and as a result these areas appear less ‘sculpted’ than areas 
to the west and north. It is also notable that: (a) archaeological structures survive better 
on the eastern slopes than on the west or north, and (b) there are no gullies on the eastern 
flanks of the city. Both these properties are thought likely to result from the harder rock 



51the Leiden-LJuBLJana ancient cities of Boeotia proJect

properties in these areas. As was noted in 2007, a bowl-shaped feature of approximately 
70 m in diameter is present on the north-eastern slopes of the hill, 140 m west of the  
Byzantine tower (fig. 16). This is highly likely to be a theatre. Its position takes advantage 
of a natural hollow in the hill, although it is likely that the southern arm of the probable 
cavea is a partially artificial construction. A single squared-off block of high grade mud-
stone was noted in the centre of the putative orchestra and this may be a former seating 
block.

Figure 16. The Koroneia study area showing the position of acquired geomorphological data points. The 
inner brown track and stream to the west broadly define the ancient city
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Before moving on to consider drift deposits at Koroneia, it is worth pointing out that a 
single seam of limestone is exposed in quarry sections to the north of the city hill. This 
limestone stratum has the same dip and strike as the schists noted above and therefore 
reappears at the ground surface on the north-eastern side of the acropolis hill. Although 
soft, the limestone appears suitable for construction and it may have been used as a build-
ing material. More detailed macroscopic and microscopic studies will be needed to con-
firm such an origin of the structural remains on the top of the city.
 The Koroneia hill has its present morphology largely thanks to the erosion of its flanks 
by water courses on its eastern and western sides (fig. 16). The western stream has not 
deposited material to the west or north-west of the city, but has rather discharged its sedi-
ment to the north and the north-east. However, a former bed of the eastern stream is 
preserved as a terrace perched about 5-10 m above the present channel. The terrace takes 
the form of a pronounced bench cut into the hill in this location and a lag of well rounded 
carbonate cobbles and boulders at the eastern edge of the putative terrace remnant. The 
age of this fluvial terrace is presently unclear as nowhere is it exposed in section. Rather, 
the eastern stream subsequently cut down to its present level and, as a result, has left ex-
posed a 3 m high cliff of high grade metamorphic mudstone. As with the western stream, 
that passing to the east of the hill has deposited sediment to the north and east of the city. 
Indeed the coalescence of alluvial deposits from the two streams, together with a colluvial 
apron derived from metamorphic mudstones of the city hill itself, and a second colluvial 
unit derived from the terrace gravels noted above, makes the plain fronting the northern 
and eastern margins of the town a complex sedimentary environment. It is unclear how 
occupation of the hill relates to the colluvial/alluvial sequence in this part of the study 
area, as there are very few vertical sections exposed through the sediments. Indeed the 
only sequence available for study was in a gully of the western stream which reveals at 
least 4 m of deposits. It is also possible that lacustrine deposition relating to Lake Kopais 
plays a role in the deposition of sediment to the north and east of the city, as two bands of 
rounded cobbles with a south-east to north-west trend were noted. These might be former 
shorelines of the lake. The northern and eastern plain is thus the focus for the next phase 
of geoarchaeological work, which will see the complex of occupation, colluvial, alluvial 
and lacustrine deposits unravelled in a bore hole survey.

Thespiae

Fieldwork at the ancient city of Thespiae also continued preparatory studies undertaken in 
2007. In 2007 a large exposure through alluvial and colluvial deposits had been identified 
in the cutting for a new warehouse in a late Classical-Hellenistic urban extension north of 
the Kanavaris stream. During the 2008 season, this sequence was studied, together with 
three exposures in modern Thespiae village itself, on the hills above and immediately to 
the north of the warehouse, where the urban-extension had been protected by a new city 
wall. A further section had been exposed by agricultural excavation in the heart of the 
original Archaic-early Classical town south of the Kanavaris river, adjacent to a pumping 
station, and this was also investigated in 2008. All sections except that in the warehouse 
cutting were also the subject of study by the Slovenian archaeological team.
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 The sections in modern Thespiae were all associated with the remnants of a mud brick 
defensive wall. Colluvial and deliberately deposited material had accumulated against 
both sides of the wall, but the remnants of a buried palaeosol were preserved both below 
the colluvium and the wall itself. Although truncated – only part of the Bt horizon survives 
– this palaeosol appears to have been a typical Mediterranean terra rossa soil.
 Two further terra rossa buried palaeosols were noted at the base of the warehouse sec-
tion accompanied by thick Bk (calcrete) horizons. These soils seem to have formed over 
long periods of time in overbank alluvium during the later Pleistocene. They are overlain 
by a humic prehistoric (Bronze Age, judging by the presence of Helladic sherds) palaeosol 
that formed in colluvium deposited from the direction of Thespiae hill. This soil is buried 
in turn by alluvial deposits, while colluvium and archaeological deposits of Classical and 
later date complete the sequence. 
 The sequence in the pumping station section largely comprised archaeological depos-
its resulting from activity within the heart of ancient Thespiae (probably the area of the 
ancient Agora). However, a truncated terra rossa soil was found at the base of the se-
quence.
 Samples of all the palaeosols were taken during the course of the field season. The 
physical, magnetic and chemical properties of these will be studied in Winchester in the 
course of 2009 in order to determine how the soils formed, whether they are part of a 
single soil that underlay ancient Thespiae before construction of that city and the nature 
of pre-city environments.

Report on Environmental Fieldwork in Boeotia 2008 (Robert S. Shiel)

Introduction

Over 10 days in August 2008 visits were made to assess the soils and land-potential in the 
areas around the ancient cities of Hyettos, Koroneia and Tanagra and a brief visit was also 
made to inspect fieldwork and recently available soil sections at Thespiae. The opportunity 
was also taken to examine areas in the Valley of the Muses where road access has been 
improved since an earlier soil and land use survey by this author had been undertaken 
in the last Millennium. Additional information has been gathered on the climate of the 
area. The fieldwork was associated therefore with ongoing fieldwork at Koroneia and the 
preparation for publication of earlier city and rural landscapes studied by the Boeotia 
Project. In this report I shall merely summarize preliminary observations for the Koroneia 
environment.

Koroneia

The hill on which the citadel is sited is formed by an outcrop of metamorphic schist. This, 
together with a small outcrop 1 km north-west near the village of Aghios Georgios, which 
is currently being quarried, is the only outcrop on the south side of Lake Kopais in the 
basin of Koroneia, which is bordered by the former Lake Kopais on its north and by the 
ridges of Mount Helicon on the other three sides.
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These are small outcrops (80 ha) and the rest of the southern hinterland of Koroneia is 
formed predominantly of flysch (45.8 km2) similar to that forming the Valley of the Muses; 
this is however a variable material both over short and long distances. There are several 
other areas of flysch further up the valley close to the upland village of Aghia Anna. As in 
the valley of the Muses, the flysch can be steeply sloping – to the west of Aghios Georgios 
it rises nearly 700 m in 3.5 km to the summit of Profitis Elias (a slope of some 20%).
 An extensive area of alluvium has developed in the Pontza valley, a stream to the west 
of, and lying between, ancient Koroneia and Aghios Georgios; there is also a small area 
at the village of Aghia Triada in the mountain to the south, and a larger one in an upland 
basin near Aghia Anna, also in the southern Helicon highland. The alluvium also fringes 
in the north the lacustrine deposits of former Lake Kopais and totals 980 ha.
 Like most of the other streams in this area the Pontza is seasonal in its higher reaches 
and although considerable wetness was noted in its course, there was little flowing surface 
water in August 2008. Nearer Lake Kopais it may be that the stream is perennial and could 
have provided a supply to the inhabitants of Koroneia.
 Aghios Georgios village, a mere 2 km from Koroneia and its likely successor, is sited 
on Jurassic limestone which forms a broad belt of steep high ground around the valley 
and is interdigitated with the flysch and alluvium. With the other limestones, it is the most 
extensive deposit, covering 84.7 km2.
 The lacustrine deposits of Lake Copais extend to 58.9 km2 and vary greatly in their 
makeup and elevation. The lakebed slopes to the south-east, and is shown on pre-drainage 
19th century maps as less wet near Koroneia than it is to the south-east. The material un-
derlying the lake is not uniform and towards the village of Aghios Dimitrios, particularly 
beyond the railway line, there is an extensive area of Vertisols (cracking clays). These are 
black and tellingly include within their area the village of Mavrogeia, suggestively named 
from this feature.

Climate
The closest relevant meteorological data available were for the modern (and ancient) 
town of Haliartos to the east of the Koroneia basin, where there is a run of monthly data 
from 1907 to 1990. The main concern is the water balance for the area and this was calcu-
lated from the rainfall and potential evaporation using penman’s method and assuming 
that the maximum soil water deficit for the soil was 100 mm. Only very deep silty soils 
would provide more than this amount of profile available water, whilst under the intense 
stress environments of strong sunshine in spring even this is probably an overestimate. The 
periods of interest ran from September in one year through to May the next; this is the 
season in which the main cereals wheat and barley would grow. Sowing was assumed to 
occur when the monthly rainfall exceeded the evaporation. On this basis sowing would oc-
cur in October in 45% of years and in November in 38% of years. The later sowing occurs, 
the more likely the crop is not adversely affected by a drought, but equally less potential 
growth will occur before temperatures drop in December and January, and growth as a 
result slows down. Although by January the soils in over 90% of years will have been fully 
recharged with water by the end of April, in 15% of years the deficit will have risen to the 
critical level of 100 mm and growth will be adversely affected; by the end of May in only 
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9% of years will the deficit not have reached 100 mm. In all but two years of the series, 
there was more than the 300 mm of rain commonly considered to be the amount below 
which wheat will suffer severely from water stress, while in no years did the rainfall over 
this period fall below the 200 mm (Arnon 1972) considered necessary for barley.
 The conclusion that one draws from this is that in about one year in seven wheat growth 
will be reduced by water stress in April and that it will usually be possible to cultivate and 
sow before the end of November. It must be remembered that soils that have been baked 
hard over summer will be impossible to cultivate with animal power until they have been 
moistened by autumn rain, so it not just that the rain provides water for seed germination 
(and a continuing availability of water to the growing plant), there is also the need to have 
the soil moistened before cultivation can begin. Other summer crops either must be very 
deep rooted or have ground water available to them, or must complete their growth very 
promptly before the water deficit becomes severe. Perennial crops like grape, fig and olive 
have large deep root systems that penetrate outside the volume of soils that annual crops 
can reach – and in the case of olive also have a thick waxy leaf so that water loss can be 
restricted. Compared to surrounding areas – in particular Tanagra in eastern Boeotia – the 
water supply here is much better. There is no information on rainfall at the higher villages 
in Helicon where the evaporation rates may also be smaller, though the winter tempera-
tures will also be more severe – reducing the effect of any advantage in water supply. Fruit 
trees were observed growing at Aghia Anna, indicating that the conditions there were not 
too severe for them. Unfortunately the pollen cores taken from Copais (Allen 1997) have 
failed to give much information on the former vegetation and climate post 5000 BP. As the 
water balance for the lower slopes described here is such that even a substantial reduction 
in rain would still provide more reliable growth than is found at Tanagra today, there is less 
need for an accurate reconstruction of climate.

Resource base
The modern land use has been modified by the availability of pumped irrigation and the 
drainage of Lake Copais. Setting these aside, one can consider the likely resource base 
available in their absence. The floodplain soils of the river valleys and basins (as associated 
with the modern villages at upland Aghia Anna, Aghia Triada, and lowland Aghios Geor-
gios) offer good rooting conditions, a ground water table that will persist for at last part of 
the summer, but also a risk of catastrophic flooding. One year in ten the April rainfall will 
be more than 100 mm and this could lead to at least local temporary flooding of these soils. 
In May and June there is only one occasion in each month when rain more than 100 mm 
has been observed in the 84-year record. The extra water available in these soils would 
make them more attractive for growing vegetables rather than cereals and also water 
demanding perennials like fig and sweet chestnut (Castanea). Within this alluvium it must 
be stressed that there is a range of flood risks, so that settlement location and land use are 
likely to have responded to this. Much of this land is today protected by embankments and 
does grow cereals, though that near the streams is used for a wider range of crops.
 The flysch is today largely used for olive growing; something that Rackham (1983) 
suggests is a relatively recent reintroduction in Boeotia. Some of the more level areas of 
flysch are used for gardens and for cereal growing and most of the olive groves are on land 
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which has been terraced. These could have been used for cereal growing in the past. It is 
intriguing that the use of the soils on flysch is invariably less intensive than might be ex-
pected. Around Moni Likouresi in the western hinterland of modern Livadheia city, they 
are not used at all. Their steepness is clearly a disincentive to their use, but once terraced 
they are flood free and usually of sufficient depth to provide a cereal crop with the rainfall 
available; their intensive use for olive growing indicates their utility, although olives will 
grow on poor soils.
 This leaves the lacustrine soils. Rackham (1983) notes that the lake level would have 
been at a high in late winter and through spring into early summer. This depends on a 
variety of factors such as the rainfall, snowpack on the high summits and the state of 
the swallow-hole underwater karst outlets (katavothroi) draining the lake; at some times 
there would also have been the effort of the local communities to restrict the extent of the 
flooding by diverting the flow – as in the massive Mycenaean drainage. The ancient writ-
er Theophrastos suggests a nine-year flooding cycle with low water in intervening years 
(Hort 1916). On the undrained, but steeper sided lakes east of Lake Copais, Lakes Iliki 
and Paralimni, Rackham (1983) records and reconstructs vegetation growing in the shal-
lows, which will have become dry land with a high ground water table during the summer. 
This seasonal marshland in former Lake Copais have provided a range of resources; in 
addition to the reeds for making pipes, with which Theophrastos is fixated, there is the pos-
sibility of growing wetland food plants (both reeds and water lily provide edible products) 
of providing animal grazing during the summer forage drought and also of growing short 
season vegetable crops on the fertile soils. The farmers on the lake margin were cultivat-
ing it for summer crops in modern pre-drainage time (Papadopoulos, 1997) and there is 
every reason that this would have been the case in the past – fertile moist soils are at a 
premium in Greece in summer. Satellite images indicate that from ancient Koroneia to 
modern Aghios Dimitrios village to its north, the field pattern is much less regular than it 
is in the formerly wetter areas of the marsh – where the pattern is dominated by artificial 
drains rather than prior rivers. The village at Aghios Dimitrios is large and has a richly 
decorated mediaeval church; it is shown as a large (51-134 family) village on the edge of 
lake Copais by Bintliff (2007) from Ottoman archive sources for the census-year of AD 
1570. The string of marsh villages, Alalkomenes, Aghios Athanasios and Mavrogeia, also 
suggest that this area has been dry land for at least much of the last thousand years. Even 
Mavrogeia’s black vertisols indicate that the flooding was of still-water depositing clay. To 
the north of Aghios Dimitrios where the Copais pollen and sediment cores were taken, 
the clay content is typically 20% and there is a high proportion of calcite – probably the 
result of precipitation of dissolved calcium salts at high temperatures. This all suggests 
that the flooding at Mavrogeia was near its outer boundary and was not associated with 
rapidly moving water. The absence of coarse material from Allen’s samples (Allen 1997) 
suggests that movement of coarse material by rapidly moving water was localised near the 
main channels, unlike other sedimentation sequences where there is a strong tendency for 
sediments to fine upwards from initially coarse material.
 The suggestion from all of this is that the lake and lakeside areas opposite ancient 
Koroneia may have been less wet than other parts of Copais and may have approximated 
more closely to the Blatos marsh of Dalmatia (Shiel & Chapman 1988). A detailed topo-
graphic survey of this area would be valuable – though in a tectonically active zone may 
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not give a clear indication of the past landform. The gross topography of the area of likely 
territory belonging to the ancient city of Koroneia, is dominated to the north by the flat-
lands of Copais, but from its southern margins a broad valley below 400 m extends south-
west to the piedmont of Mount Helicon above which lie the modenr upland villages such 
as Aghia Triada and Aghia Anna. From 400 m upwards the contours close in, though this 
should not lead to the assumption of level land below 400 m – some of the land is steep 
over short distances. Detailed examination of the land use pattern based on satellite imag-
ery, and taking a section from the south, from Aghios Georgios in the main lowland basin 
near the ancient city, to the north, between the Helicon upland edge villages of modern 
Koroneia and Aghia Triada shows the following:
1.  The alluvial soils are entirely cultivated, apart from a woodland gallery adjacent to the 

streams. Much of this is used for cereals and vegetables with small areas of grapes and 
olives.

2.  The flysch on the Karaomagtorrachi hill (and even a small outcrop of limestone) is 
entirely used for olive production. The slopes of Kamari hill opposite are also olive 
groves but here some 30% is left in maccha. The lower slopes of Buliza hill are also 
over 80% olives, with only watercourses, steep slopes and field margins wooded, but 
the steeper slopes of Megali Butsurati hill are almost entirely covered in macchia with 
olives on the 40% that is less steep. The proportion of macchia increase but olives are 
widespread (> 40% of the area) as we move south, until the line between Koroneia and 
Aghia Triada villages is reached.

3.  There is relatively little limestone along this section and some, as has already been not-
ed, is used for olives. From the Koroneia to Aghia Triada line southwards as we mount 
the lower slopes of Mount Helicon, though, the land use changes, to a predominance 
of grazing land in depressions and large areas of macchia and woodland on the steeper 
higher land; some of this is on flysch and some on limestone.

The past environment of Koroneia
The inhabitants of this area appear to have been fortunate in the resources available to 
them. There is a large area of land below 400 m and much of this is gently sloping and 
covered in flysch. The flysch itself, though predominantly used now for olives, a crop only 
revived recently on a large scale (Rackham 1983), appears to have been widely terraced 
(or has been used in such a way that natural lynchets have formed as a result of soil move-
ment) and to suffer less form the large exposures of hard rocks that interfere with its 
management elsewhere. The high proportion of its use for olives is itself a sign that the re-
sources in the area are good. This would have been land for cereal growing and it appears 
that wheat would have been reliable, provided the soil had even a moderate ability to 
retain water; the main constraints with wheat everywhere, is sufficient nitrogen and other 
nutrients to maintain fertility. In the valleys are extensive areas of level alluvium, now 
intensively used and attractive in former times too. This has a better water supply than the 
flysch, with ground water available to supplement the rain, though with some slight risk of 
flooding in spring downpours. This was a problem that was probably accepted, in return 
for the richer conditions and better water availability. There is no evidence that the areas 
of these two soil types, both extensive today, have changed in the last few thousand years. 
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As elsewhere in Boeotia, there is an absence of evidence of active erosion. The greatest 
uncertainty in all this is the availability of land within the Copais basin. It may have been 
that a high proportion of it as far into the ‘lake’ as Aghios Dimitrios was available; some 
of this however is tenacious black vertisols which though fertile are difficult to cultivate. 
The best scenario is therefore:

Alluvium – cereals and vegetables over 90%   900 ha
Flysch – cereals, legumes and fruits and nuts over 40%  1830 ha
Lacustrine – cereals and vegetables over 30%   1770 ha

This gives a total crop area of 4500 ha. Not all of this would be cropped every year to allow 
for a fallow. This calculation ignores the areas of steep, high flysch, the streamcourse al-
luvium and the lower lying and most clayey lacustrine material. No allowance is made for 
any cropping on the karst limestone, though the evidence of terraces indicates that some 
was used and also there are small depressions (dolines) which have quite good soil depth. 
The uncultivated flysch would provide grazing, as would the limestone, and in summer, 
part of the lacustrine deposits. The woodland along the stream course may have provided 
green fodder by lopping branches in summer.

The worst scenario is:

Alluvium – cereals and vegetables over 75%   730 ha
Flysch – cereals legumes and fruit and nuts over 25%  §1150 ha
Lacustrine – summer vegetables over 10%    590 ha

This gives 2460 ha of total cropping. The lower alluvial use is due to greater flood risk, 
the flysch due to isolation and woodland cover is less used and the lacustrine deposits are 
marshy or flooded for longer periods. There would also be the remaining area for livestock 
feed, and hunting and gathering.
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Within the framework of the Zakynthos Archaeology Project, the fieldwork of 2008 was 
carried out in three campaigns: one week from 14-18 April, four weeks from 16 June-
12 July and again one week from 13-18 October. The shorter campaigns in April and  
October were limited in scope and served to study finds in our base at the Venetian Kas-
tro in Zakynthos town. In addition, pre- and revisits of tracts were done in these weeks in 
order to investigate seasonal influences on the survey results.1

 Most of the actual survey work was done during the summer campaign, when two 
teams conducted the intensive archaeological survey. As in 2007, research in 2008 concen-
trated on area B in the center of the island, surrounding the villages of Machairado and 
Mouzaki (fig. 1). Area B is the largest of our three research areas and represents a full 
transition in the landscape from the mountains to the alluvial plain, including the slopes, 
the foothills and the transitional zone between the foothills and the plain.2 In 2007, the 
mountainous part in the east of the research area, as well as a part of the alluvial plain in 
the extreme west had been covered by intensive archaeological survey. The aim for 2008 
was to connect both areas already covered, thus creating a continuous survey transect 
stretching from the mountains into the alluvial plain. In addition, archaeological survey 
and geomorphological research was carried out in two separate parts of the research 
area. In the north, we surveyed the fields surrounding the church of Ayios Dhimitrios at 

* The Editorial Board of Pharos regrets that some information contained in the illustrations is lost, because 
it was impossible to print them in colour. The full article with the original colour illustrations can be viewed 
on the site of the Netherlands Institute at Athens: www.nia.gr/pharos16.html. 
1  For a description of the project in general and preliminary reports on previous campaigns, see: Van 
W ijngaarden et al. 2005; 2006; 2007. See Van Wijngaarden et al. 2007, 47-49 for a detailed account of the 
pre- and revisit program.
2  For the geology of the island, see: Sorel 1993.



62 gert Jan van WiJngaarden  et aL.

M elinado, where marble columns and various marble blocks perhaps indicate the pres-
ence nearby of an ancient monumental structure.3 In the south-east, special attention was 
given to Mouzaki Brouma, where a significant concentration of lithic artifacts had been 
discovered and briefly investigated during the pilot survey of 2005.4 In 2008, a total of 
1,297 tracts were covered by field walking, resulting in the collection of some 21,000 finds, 
mostly ceramics and lithics.

Figure 1. Research area B and the fields investigated in 2007 and 2008

Find distributions in the surveyed areas were generally thin, with several notable concen-
trations (fig. 2). The extents of the find concentrations, however, are hard to identify and, 
mostly, do not consist of material that is chronologically homogeneous. In addition, all the 
material is very fragmented and heavily worn, indicating that the distribution of archaeo-
logical materials in this landscape has been seriously affected by agricultural activities. 
Currently, the transitional zone between the foothills and the plain is mostly used for 
the cultivation of olives and currant vines, for which regular ploughing is carried out. As 
before, lithics constituted a very high proportion of the total of collected finds in all parts 
of the research area. Of the total number of finds collected 14% are lithics, while in 41% 
of all tracts lithics have been collected. Several of the concentrations indicated in fig. 2, in 
fact, consist of large numbers of lithic finds, indicating that there may be other concentra-

3  Kalligas 1993, 62.
4  Van Wijngaarden 2005, 68-69.



63the Zakynthos archaeoLogy proJect 2008

F
ig

ur
e 

2.
 A

bs
ol

ut
e 

an
d 

un
co

rr
ec

te
d 

fin
d 

de
ns

it
ie

s 
in

 t
he

 2
00

8 
tr

ac
ts



64

tions comparable to Mouzaki Brouma (see below), which has tentatively been assigned to 
the Middle Palaeolithic period.
 With regard to the pottery that was collected, clear concentrations of ancient material 
are, as yet, difficult to identify. Small quantities of ancient pottery occurred in many tracts 
all over the research area. In Mouzaki Brouma in the southeast of the research area, a sig-
nificant proportion of Hellenistic-Roman pottery came to light among the large number of 
lithic artifacts. Another concentration of finds from the same period was attested in a very 
overgrown field in the foothills at Lagopodo, directly south of the monastery of Eleftheo-
tria (tract 3612). The pottery was generally of larger size and more diagnostic than usual 
(fig. 3). A revisit to this field in October, when the vegetation had gone, confirmed the pres-
ence of relatively large quantities of pottery. It also became clear that some prehistoric 
pottery and lithics were present at this location. Surrounding fields also yielded somewhat 
higher proportions of ancient material. Considering the location of this concentration at 
the foot of the steep mountain slopes and just above the gently sloping transitional zone, 
we think that this Hellenistic-Roman site represents an ancient farmstead.

Figure 3. Some “high quality finds” (Zakynthos standards) from tract 3612

Analysis of historical aerial photographs

During the October revisit to the concentration of finds in tract 3612, we took the oppor-
tunity to study in more detail the landscape surrounding this tract. In particular, we used 
historical aerial photographical imagery in which contrasts had been modified. A 1960 

gert Jan van WiJngaarden  et aL.
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Figure 4. Tract 3612 projected in a 1970 aerial photograph, indicating the semi-circular line of dry stone 
walling and approach from the west
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photograph showed that our concentration of finds was in the middle of a somewhat semi-
circular area (fig. 4). Following the line of the semi-circle, we discovered various parts of 
good, dry stone walling that once may have been part of an enclosure (fig. 5). An entrance 
route from the west was also localized. It is difficult to interpret the significance of these 
findings and their relation to our concentration of Hellenistic-Roman pottery. It is impos-
sible to date the enclosure: it may belong to Late Medieval or (Early) modern times, for 
which periods we know that there were several estates on Zakynthos.5

Figure 5. Part of the enclosure of dry stone walling

Somewhat to the south of this area, near the village of Romiri, an enigmatic apsidal fea-
ture, 38 m in length, was discovered on a 1934 aerial photograph (fig. 6). It does not show in 
any of the later photographs. Currently, the fields at the location of the apsidal feature are 
heavily overgrown with bushes and grasses and very little can be seen. However, several 
large, irregularly cut blocks were attested in a ditch (fig. 7). Some pottery was collected, 
none of which was ancient. It is as yet difficult to interpret our apsidal feature. Most likely 
it is related to an adjacent linear feature that does not correspond to the general field 
orientations. This linear feature seems to represent an old road or track which leads to an 
old well to the south and beyond. To the north this linear feature ends at the corner of the 
semi-circular dry stone walling in which tract 3612 is located.

5  See, for example, Konomos 1979; Zivas 2002, 69-90.
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Figure 6. An enigmatic apsidal feature on a 
1934 aerial photograph (see also fig. 4)

Figure 7. A worked block in the area of the apsidal feature (tract 9005)
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Palaiokastro

One of the conclusions of the 2007 campaign had been that the hill of Palaiokastro consti-
tuted an important archaeological site.6 The Medieval structures on the hilltop had been 
investigated previously,7 but our survey revealed remains of earlier periods as well. In 
geological terms, Palaiokastro is situated in the transitional zone from the V rachionas 
ridge to the Alikanas alluvial plain. The whole area has three prominent summits:  
Kakoligani in the west, the prominent top of Palaiokastro itself and the lower plateau 
below Palaiokastro to the east (fig. 8). The hill of Kakoligani is nowadays densely covered 
with young forest, but before the 1990’s this hill was extensively terraced and cultivated.8 
The rest of Palaiokastro is mostly covered by shrubs and bushes (maquis), while on the 
eastern slopes abandoned terraces overgrown with grass can be recognized.

Figure 8. Palaiokastro on a vertical aerial photograph (1993)

6  Van Wijngaarden et al. 2007, 49-52.
7  Mylonas 1991, 174-175.
8  A 1970 aerial photograph shows the agricultural terraces at this hill in use, but on a 1993 photograph 
they are abandoned. 
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The geo-archaeological study of Palaiokastro hill that was conducted in 2008 included 
mapping of soil erosion/deposition with the help of two standard models, the Revised 
Universal Erosion Model (RUSLE) and the Units Stream Power-based Erosion/Deposi-
tion model (USPED). The data for these models were provided by fieldwork including 
coring and sampling from exposed sections. The laboratory techniques applied included 
grain size analysis and thermogravimetric analysis. Both models show extensive erosion, 
especially in the eastern part of the study area where the thin fragile soils are eroding and 
at some places already expose the underlying parent material. Archaeological artifacts in 
such areas tend to be chronologically mixed.9 This fact perhaps helps to explain the hetero-
geneous nature of the pottery discovered at Palaiokastro during 2007. Even though very 
few diagnostic sherds were found that could provide a clear chronology of the site’s oc-
cupation, preliminary study of ceramic fabrics indicates at least 16 different fabric groups 
belonging to different periods.
 Two buried soil horizons have been identified at Palaiokastro, which can be related to 
periods of soil stability in the past. In a coring at tract 4044 (fig. 8), on the saddle above 
Achiouri valley, at a depth of ca. 60 cm, mud-brick was attested with a thickness of more 
than 10 cm. Small pieces of pottery were associated with the mud-brick, which have tenta-
tively been assigned to historical periods (Hellenistic?) on the basis of their fabric. These 
artifacts were discovered in a dark brown colluvial soil related to the construction of some 
agricultural terraces. Perhaps the terrace wall of tract 4044 was constructed as early as 
the Hellenistic period. However, it is to be expected that over the centuries these terraces 
would have collapsed and have been rebuilt several times.10 The second paleosol that can 
be identified with certainty is a red buried soil, which has been formed as a pocket in a de-
pression in the bedrock, labeled as tract 4003 (fig. 8). Lithic artifacts tentatively date these 
preserved soils in the late Pleistocene (see below).

In 2007, we identified a series of walls on the summit of Palaiokastro with the help of aerial 
photographs (fig. 9). During the 2008 campaign we have mapped these walls in detail using 
a Total Station and GIS. In addition, photographs were taken of different types of masonry 
and the walls were related to the general geomorphology of the area by plotting them on a 
Digital Elevation Model. Two separate types of construction could be distinguished, while 
there were various other walls that did not clearly belong to either category. The earlier 
building phase (Phase A) consists of loosely joined polygonal masonry (figs 11-12)11 and 
covers most of the site (fig. 10). These walls are at least 2 m thick, with the largest blocks on 
the outside placed with their longest sides perpendicular to the direction of the wall (fig. 
11). There are no traces at all of mortar in this phase.

9  Brantingham et al. 2007.
10  Krahtopoulou & Frederick 2008.
11  See Winter 1971, 84-87.
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Figure 9. Palaiokastro from the north-west, roughly indicating the line of fortifications visible from the 
opposite slope

The layout of the walls belonging to Phase A seems to follow closely the topography of 
the hill. Many natural features, such as bedrock outcrops, have been included in the wall. A 
remarkable feature is a stretch of wall following the crest of the ridge over the lower sum-
mit of the hill (4502-4504 in fig. 10; see also fig. 12). The purpose of this wall, which divides 
the enclosed area into two parts, is as of yet unclear. Another peculiarity is the absence of 
wall remains in the north-east, below the highest peak of Palaiokastro. It is as yet uncertain 
whether this part of the wall has eroded away or never existed. Several stretches of isolated 
terracing and walls have been identified in the southern part of the enclosed area, which 
also may belong to Phase A. It is very difficult to date this phase, as no datable remains were 
discovered that can immediately be connected to the wall. The survey conducted in the area 
in 2007 has yielded finds ranging from the Geometric to the Late Roman period.12 Among 
these is a substantial quantity of large pithos fragments, which have been dated to Classical-
Hellenistic times. If our Phase A wall can also be dated to this period, it should be noted that, 
although it is of substantial size, the masonry and building style are very modest.13

12  Van Wijngaarden et al. 2007, 51.
13  The use of unworked limestone blocks and the fact that sections of the wall appear to be missing, give 
the impression that it was built in haste and, perhaps, was never finished.

gert Jan van WiJngaarden  et aL.
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Figure 10. Recorded sections of the Phase A fortification wall

Figure 11. Section of the Palaiokastro wall on the north side (4501)
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Figure 12. Section of the Palaiokastro wall on the 

summit (4503)

On the highest top of Palaiokastro there are various walls of a different building style 
(Phase B: fig. 13). All stones are cut in a roughly polygonal style without being dressed to 
such an extent which would enable a close fit. They all seem to be joined together with 
lime mortar. The walls include a U-shaped structure that was possibly an apse of a small 
chapel (4511-12 in fig. 13; see also fig. 14) and an enigmatic round structure cut into the 
ground that may have been a cistern. During the investigations by the 20th Ephorate of 
Byzantine Antiquities in 1991, these walls have tentatively been dated to the tenth century 
AD. The finds of the 2007 survey in the area included roof tiles that may be Medieval or 
early modern.

Lithics

As during the campaign of 2007, lithic finds constituted a substantial part of all collected 
materials (ca. 14%) and were widely distributed (in 41% of all tracts). The exact quanti-
ties of lithic artifacts in the area are difficult to assess due to the presence of natural flint. 
Preliminary inspection of the retrieved lithics suggests that both artifacts and production 
debris are present, as well as natural, unworked flint.14 For field walkers it is often very dif-
ficult to distinguish natural from worked flint.

14  The technological and typological study of the lithic artifacts is supervised by G. Kourtesi-Phillipakis 
(Kapodistrian University Athens).
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Figure 13. Recorded sections of Phase B walls

Figure 14. Possible apse (left) in Phase B style masonry (4511-12)
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 The “carpet” of lithics in the research area is difficult to interpret. The mountainous west-
ern part of research area B consists of Eocene and Oligocene limestones of the Vrachionas 
anticline.15 The eastern slopes and foothills of these mountains and the gently sloping tran-
sitional zone towards the plain have Miocene sediments with extensive Holocene deposits. 
The distribution of lithic artifacts in both the mountainous zone and the lower part of the re-
search area, must be the result of a wide array of syn- and post-depositional processes caused 
by natural and/or anthropogenic agents.16 The two main (related) parameters determining 
the geomorphology in the area are tectonics on the one hand,17 and surface processes such 
as erosion and deposition on the other.18 With regard to the depositional settings in which 
lithic artifacts occur in research area B, a distinction can be made into four types.19

 The first type of depositional setting occurs in the Holocene sediments in the transitional 
zone from the foothills to the plain. Lithics, artifacts as well as unworked natural stones that 
are found scattered in these soils probably have arrived here by erosion and sedimentation. 
Several concentrations have been attested within the general spread of lithics in this area.20 
One of these concentrations is Mouzaki Brouma in the south-east of our research area. Af-
ter our brief inspection in 2005, this area was investigated in detail during the 2008 campaign, 
by archaeological field walking and by geological description and coring. The counting and 
collection of the artifacts confirmed the very high density of lithics at Brouma (fig. 2). In 
order not to obstruct our find processing, only representative samples of finds were col-
lected, which were studied during the October campaign. The typological and technological 
study confirmed that only a very small proportion of the collected samples can be labeled 
as debris. There appears to be a very high quantity of artifacts, which can generally be dated 
to the Middle Palaeolithic (fig. 15). Mouzaki Brouma is situated in a low-lying plain, with 
brown Holocene soils which are nowadays cultivated mostly with olives. Our geomorpho-
logic research indicates that no substantial anthropogenic soil movements have taken place 
in the area. Further study on soil samples and on the technology and typology of the artifacts 
themselves may shed light on the significance of these concentrations and establish in more 
detail the processes by which the soils and the lithics have been deposited.  
 In the mountains, three additional types of depositional setting of lithic artifacts can 
be discerned. One of these consists of bedrock slopes of moderate to steep angles, either 
bare (stripped of cover strata) or covered with (Holocene) soil. These bedrock slopes can 
generally be regarded as unstable surfaces, suffering from continuing erosion. In theory, it 
is possible that artifacts on such surfaces were buried after they had been discarded and 
were only recently exposed due to the disappearance of soil. However, it is equally pos-
sible that they came from elsewhere due to erosion and it is difficult to consider them to 
be in situ.21 Several concentrations of lithics on the slopes of Palaiokastro hill that were 
attested during the 2007 and 2008 surveys belong to this second type of deposition.

15  Zelilidis et al. 1998.
16  Goldberg & Macphail 2006.
17  See also Tendürüs, Van Wijngaarden & Kars in press.
18  Stroosnijder 2005.
19  A more thorough analysis of the contextual deposition of lithic artifacts in Zakynthos is in preparation 
by E. Tourloukis.
20  See also Van Wijngaarden 2005, 68-69, 73 site 21.
21  Rick 1976.
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 A third type of depositional setting of lithic artifacts consists of high plateaus of gener-
ally flat surfaces, with soil cover and shrub-dominated vegetation. An example is provided 
by the setting of the concentration of lithics that was discovered in the western part of 
our research area B during 2007, above the Achiouri valley.22 This plateau is situated at 
a high altitude and there are no surrounding higher areas where the material could have 
eroded from. That the artifacts are more or less in situ is also suggested by the presence of 
a paleosol, which was visible in an area where heavy bulldozing had taken place. At least 
one artifact was identified embedded in the uppermost part of this paleosol. A short and 
superficial examination of a sample from the assemblage allowed the identification of 
Mousterian typo-technological elements, but the co-presence of Upper Palaeolithic arti-
facts cannot, as yet, be ruled out. Moreover, several stages of the chain d’opératoire appear 
to have been present. Apparently, this specific lithic assemblage is a mélange composed of 
material belonging to different periods of the Palaeolithic.
 Bedrock depressions and irregularities (karst landforms) which tend to preserve Pleis-
tocene sediments are a fourth type of depositional setting of lithic artifacts in research 
area B. The importance of karstic features to study Palaeolithic societies in Greece has 
long been acknowledged.23 Such features provided ample resources for hunter-gatherers, 
notably water, and they also have the tendency to preserve sediments. During the 2008 

22  Van Wijngaarden et al. 2007, 51.
23  Runnels & van Andel 2003; Goldberg & Sherwood 2006.

Figure 15. Characteristic lithic finds from Mouzaki Brouma (tract 3369)
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campaign, lithic artifacts were found stratified in one such small karst depression on the 
north-western slopes of Palaiokastro hill (tract 4003) (fig. 16). The artifacts that were found 
protruding from a natural profile near a bulldozed road, are in fresh to mint condition (no 
signs of rolling, abrasion, etc.), and a superficial, macroscopic evaluation of the fabric sug-
gests a lack of size-sorting. The lithic artifacts can be considered to be in situ and samples 
have been taken for OSL analysis, which is currently in progress. In the area of the section, 
a substantial number of lithic artifacts have been collected from the surface as well. Both 
the stratified finds and the finds from the survey are being analysed and processed.

Melinado

The ruined church of Ayios Dhimitrios at the locality of Melinado (figs 17 and 18) has four 
marble columns. All columns are monoliths, their lengths varying from 2.87-2.95 m, while 
their lower diameters range from 0.35-0.37 m and their upper diameters from 0.33-0.34 
m. There is no fluting and all columns have a small ridge as stylized capital. The Ionian 
c olumn bases were made of separate marble blocks, of which four are still present. The up-
per part of a fifth column serves as an altar inside the church and there are marble blocks 
in the walls of the church. The marble spolia can be associated with an inscription that was 
found on an altar stone inside the church and which refers to a certain Klinippa, whose 
parents devoted a statue to Artemis Opitaïda.24 On epigraphic grounds, the inscription has 
been dated to the 3rd-2nd centuries BC. The marble columns and the four column bases are 
regular in size and of good workmanship. The stylized capital and the fact that all columns 
are regular monoliths seem to suggest a Roman date.
 Marble does not occur naturally on the island of Zakynthos and the spolia in the church 
of Melinado probably belonged to an ancient monumental building. Their presence and 

24  Riemann 1879, 8; Kalligas 1969, 279; 1993, 62. 

gert Jan van WiJngaarden  et aL.

Figure 16. Karst depression on Palaiokastro hill with stratified lithic artifacts (tract 4003)
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Figure 17. The church of Ayios Dhimitrios at Melinado before its destruction in the 1950’s. 
Courtesy: the Zakynthos museum for Byzantine and Post-Byzantine antiquities (20th Ephorate 
of Byzantine Antiquities)

Figure 18. The church of Ayios Dhimitrios in its current state
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the inscription have led to suggestions that a temple of the goddess Artemis was present in 
the area.25 Trial excavations below the floor in 1957 did not reveal ancient remains, indicat-
ing that the church does not stand on the actual spot of an ancient temple.26 The current 
structure, which dates to the 19th century, was built inside the ruins of a larger Byzantine 
church.27 A stretch of Byzantine wall, incorporating brick, field stones and mortar is still 
visible immediately to the south. The ancient spolia were probably brought to adorn the 
Byzantine church. The question is whether the ancient monumental building to which they 
once belonged was situated in the near vicinity of Melinado.
 The area around the church of Ayios Dhimitrios was extensively covered by archaeologi-
cal field walking in 2008. Only very small quantities of finds were attested, mostly dating to 
(early) modern periods. No concentrations of ancient finds were found, the only exception 
being the spolia in the church themselves. During our geological research in the area of Me-
linado, 29 corings were conducted by hand-auger to a maximum depth of 5.50 m. Study of 
soil samples from these corings enabled the identification of four basic layers of soil, which 
represent different phases of erosion and sedimentation. In layer II, immediately below the 
plough soil to a depth of ca. 1.50 m, fragments of modern tile were attested. In the layer un-
derneath (layer III), to a depth of ca. 4.50 m, plant remains and fossilized olive and pine pits, 
were attested at various depths, indicating older surfaces. In a few instances, these fossilized 
plant remains were accompanied by tiny fragments of pottery (fig. 19). These archaeological 
remains were generally too small to be determined chronologically, but they have abrasion 
marks that indicate that they were part of erosion processes.
 The formation of the landscape in the area of the church of Ayios Dhimitrios is de-
termined by two alluvial fans: one to the north-west near Lagadakia and another to the 
south-east near Machairado. These fans were formed during the Pleistocene, when sedi-
ments from the Vrachionas mountain range were transported downhill by fluvial pro-
cesses.28 These alluvial fans themselves have been subject to subsequent surface erosion. 
For many centuries, the area of Melinado was an active accumulation zone in which the 
landscape changed continuously and rapidly. During the last two centuries, the dynamic 
p atterns of erosion have stagnated due to human activity, notably the creation of a net-
work of drainage channels. If remains of an ancient temple or sanctuary are present in the 
area, they are likely to be buried under several meters of deposit.
 The church of Ayios Dhimitrios was still in use in 1953 when it was severely damaged 
(figs 17-18). The marble columns of the church figure prominently in the stories of local in-
habitants. According to two independent informants, the columns served as spindle whorls 
or loom weights for giant female creatures. These creatures, who are referred to as Nereids, 
threw the columns from the sea to the spot where the church now stands. These stories 
told by local inhabitants may reflect a dim memory of the transportation of the marble 
columns from overseas. More importantly, they show the significance of archaeological 
remains in the local folklore of Zakynthos.

25  In fact, the community (Δμς) of which Machairado is the main village is called Artemision.
26  Kalligas 1993, 62. Remains of the early Christian church were found, see BCH 1958, 727.
27 Konomos 1979, 146-150. The Byzantine church was probably constructed ca. 1478. According to a de-
scription of I. Kourtsolas a monumental church was still standing at the end of the 18th century. The current 
building, must have been built after Kortsolas visit.
28  Livaditis & Alexouli 1993
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Figure 19. Pottery fragments and fossil-
ized plant remains at 1.60-1.70 m. depth, 
from a coring in the area of Melinado 
(tract 5026)

Preliminary conclusions

The 2008 campaign of the Zakynthos Archaeology Project focused on the transitional 
zone between the foothills and the plain. Together with the area surveyed in 2007, we now 
have a continuous transect from the Vrachionas mountain range into the alluvial plain. 
Preliminary conclusions are:
•	 There	is	a	thin	spread	of	ancient	archaeological	material	from	different	periods	in	the	

plains and foothills. Even though several concentrations of lithics and ancient pottery 
can be identified, much of the material in the plains appears to be the result of erosion 
and sedimentation.

•	 Historical	aerial	photographs	have	in	various	instances	provided	us	with	indications	
for pre-modern use of the landscape.

•	 Much	of	the	ancient	habitation	in	the	foothills	and	the	plain	was	probably	associated	
with agricultural activities. The heavily worn ceramic sherds in these areas most likely 
come from such farmsteads and hamlets. We have probably located one of these farm-
steads of the Hellenistic-Roman period in the foothills of Lagopodo. The Roman finds 
among the material collected at Mouzaki-Brouma may indicate a similar installation.

•	 Lithic	artifacts	and	debris	occur	everywhere	 in	 the	 research	area.	 In	 the	plains	and	
foothills there are a number of concentrations of lithic finds in Holocene deposits, of 
which Mouzaki Brouma is the most notable. Most of this material appears to date to 
Middle Palaeolithic times. The exact ways in which these concentrations have formed 
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are, as yet, not altogether clear.
•	 In	the	mountains,	there	are	a	few	places	where	Middle	Palaeolithic	artifacts	and	debris	

have been attested in situ. Sources of natural flint and chert also occur here.
•	 The	entire	hill	of	Palaiokastro	constitutes	a	 large	and	important	archaeological	site,	

with evidence for human activity from prehistory to the Middle Ages. Of particular 
interest is an area in the west (tract 4044), where mud-brick and ancient pottery appear 
to be in situ. 

•	 At	some	time	in	antiquity,	probably	during	Classical-Hellenistic	times	extensive	fortifi-
cations were built at Palaiokastro. Defensive structures were also built during the Mid-
dle Ages. The fortifications confirm the prominent position of Palaiokastro between 
two routes leading from the plains into the mountains of Zakynthos.

•	 The	landscape	of	our	research	area	B	has	been	subject	to	severe	erosion	and	sedimen-
tation. The geography of the area has changed significantly since antiquity.
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THE CHURCH OF AYIOS NIKOLAOS 
(VOUNENIS) AT KARATSÁDAGLI ALMIROÚ 

(THESSALY, GREECE)* 

Reinder Reinders, Christina Williamson, 
Wob Jansen and Paulien de Roever

Introduction1

The church of Ayios Nikolaos Vounenis was one of the ‘sites’ documented during the 
1992 survey, conducted by the Groningen Institute of Archaeology in the territory of the  
Hellenistic city of New Halos. The survey campaigns began in 1990 in the Voulokalíva 
area, southeast of the village of Plátanos, where we documented the remains of ca. 40 
Iron Age tumuli. We had planned to survey the area already in 1984 in order to locate 
the tumuli before the reallotment of the Voulokalíva. Unfortunately, however, the survey 
scheduled to be conducted in 1985, in cooperation with Stanford University, could not be 
realised and attempts to protect the tumuli as part of the reallotment plans were not suc-
cessful. By 1990 the reallotment of the Voulokalíva had already been completed.
 The results of the 1990 campaign were however promising and the southern part of 
the Almirós plain and the northern part of the Soúrpi plain were surveyed in 1992, 1994 
and 1996 (fig. 1). Fieldwork was continued in 2000 and 2002 when the Soúrpi plain was 
surveyed. The last campaign was in 2006 when we investigated the site of the Middle-
Byzantine port of Almiros, situated at the coastal flood plain east of present day Almirós.
 All of the surveys in the period 1990-2006 were conducted in cooperation with the  
Netherlands Institute at Athens, the Groningen Institute of Archaeology and the 13th 
Ephorate of Prehistoric and Classical Antiquities at Vólos. From the very outset, the main 
goal of this joint effort was the documentation and analysis of the sites for cultural heri-
tage management, according to our intentions in 1984 and also as suggested by the Greek 
partners. Since 1990 a selection of sites and even entire areas have been under protection. 

*   The Editorial Board of Pharos regrets that some information contained in the illustrations is lost, be-
cause it was impossible to print them in colour. The full article with the original colour illustrations can be 
viewed on the site of the Netherlands Institute at Athens: www.nia.gr/pharos16.html.
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In this respect the surveys were successful, as were our efforts to prevent the execution of 
large scale lignite mining in the Metallía and Zerélia areas.
 On the other hand, however, our surveys lacked to a certain extent the refinement of 
methodology and strategies which are so characteristic of archaeological surveys in the 
Mediterranean world. This deficiency was somewhat compensated by a thorough knowl-
edge of the region, the many single-period sites with clear boundaries, and the great vari-
ety of sites dating from different periods. Reports and articles about the survey were not 
only published in English in Pharos and other periodicals, but also translated into Greek 
for publication in the periodical of the Antiquarian Society ‘Othrys’ at Almirós, which 
underwent a revival in the 1990s.
 In 1993 we presented a short report about the 1992 survey (Haagsma et al. 1993). In 
the present article we will revisit the small rural church of Ayios Nikolaos and give a more 
detailed description and analysis, focusing on the following issues: the plan of the church, 
construction techniques, materials that were used, including the location and identifica-
tion of spolia, a discussion of the origin of the spolia, the identity of the saint to whom the 
church was dedicated, church building in the Ottoman period in general, and, finally, some 
perspectives for preserving the remains of the church, which is now facing certain extinc-
tion.

Figure 1.  Archaeological sites in the southern part of the Almirós plain and the northern part of the Soúrpi 
plain
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The Karatsádagli area 

The abandoned village of Karatsádagli, also known as Kastráki(on), is situated southwest 
of the city of Almirós and is reached by a dirt, cobble and rock road leading from Almirós 
through Efxinoú polis to Karatsádagli. The village was built on the limestone outcrops of 
the lower foothills of Mount Óthris. A broad alluvial slope descends from the foothills to 
the river Xeriás, which is deeply cut in the large, rather flat Almirós alluvial slope. The al-
luvial slope between Óthris and Xeriás is characterised by a large number of finger ridges 
separated by drainage gulleys.
 During the 1992 survey we focused primarily on the finger ridges, which we surveyed in 
two fieldwalking campaigns in 1992 and 1994 (fig. 2). We explored the two important Neo-
lithic sites situated in this area: Magoúla Zerélia and a site near the well of Karatsádagli 
(Reinders et al. 1997; Reinders 2004). Also, several small rural sites were documented that 
could be dated to the Classical-Hellenistic period and Roman and Byzantine periods.

Figure 2. Karatsádagli area, showing the Neolithic sites of Zerélia, the site near the well of Karatsádagli, 
the site on Kastráki hill and the location of the church of Ayios Nikolaos Vounenis

Archaeologists had already visited the area in the beginning of the 20th century. The Dutch 
archaeologist Volgraff dug a trial trench at Magoúla Zerélia on May 11th and 12th , 1906, 
trying in vain to locate the sanctuary of Athena Itona. He extended his research with a 
two-day’s excavation on the hill, situated north of Karatsádagli. His excavation was con-
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tinued in 1908 by Arvanitopoulos. Wace and Droop also undertook excavations at Zerélia 
from June 8th until June 27th, 1908. Before the beginning of the excavation the English 
archaeologists explored the area as we know from Wace’s diary (Archive British School 
at Athens):

  Almyro. June 6th. We left soon after 8 for Karatsadaghli. We reached these about 10. We 
then took the compass and the tapes and went down to the Zerelia and spent the after-
noon in measuring the top of the hill and in examining the ground near it. We returned 
to Karatsadaghli at 6.45 and took up our quarters in the house of the bailiff, which Mr. 
Vasilakos the owner of the chiftlik (tsiflíki, Turkish manor) had kindly placed at our 
disposal.

Our surveys in the Almirós and Soúrpi plains were not restricted to a specific period or 
type of site. We spent time investigating Neolithic and Bronze Age settlements, Hellenistic 
defence systems, and border fortifications from the period 1832-1881. The southern part 
of the Almiros plain is a remote area; many villages are abandoned as people move to the 
city of Almirós. Occasionally farmers and pastoralists were interested in our fieldwalking 
activities and meeting these people drew our attention from our survey tracks to other 
aspects of the cultural heritage. This happened in Baklalí and Karatsádagli, two former 
Turkish tsiflíkia, which had kept their Turkish names, at least among the locals. The former 
inhabitants of Baklalí showed us in 1992 the place where the tzamí, the mosque, once 
stood and in Karatsádagli we were surprised by the presence of the remains of a small 
orthodox church, built in 1818. Obviously the Turkish landlord had given permission to the 
Christian inhabitants of the village at his tsiflíki to build a church.
 After the liberation of Thessaly in 1881, the tsiflíki Karatsádagli with 125 Greek in-
habitants (kólliges, more or less serfs who worked the land of the tsiflíki) was bought by 
the Greek land owner Aryirios Vasilakos (Τρικαλιν 1987, 58). During Ottoman rule 
the land owners (tsiflikádes) had the rights to the proceeds of their large holdings, but the 
kólliges who worked the land were also entitled to some of the proceeds from their labour 
and had the right to move elsewhere. In general, life of the kólliges at the tsiflíkia under 
the Greek landlords in Thessaly in the period 1881-1917 was even worse than in the period 
of Ottoman rule. The government applied a Byzantine legal system which favoured the 
landowners. The kólliges were free to leave the tsiflikia but had no rights to any profit from 
the land they had worked for generations.
 In March 1910 the situation led to protests, culminating in conflicts in the Lárisa plain 
where farmers were killed by regular troops, the incident of Kileler on the 6th of March 
(See Seferiades 1999). Some years after the land reform of 1917 the property was sold to 
a group of Sarakatsan pastoralists.
 In 1992 the village of Karatsádagli consisted of a few structures which were for the 
most part ruined and abandoned. The house and farmyard closest to the church to the 
north were occupied by pastoralists. On the hill behind this farmy ard, several remains 
were found of a Classical-Byzantine site, which was also documented during the 1992 
survey. Nothing, however, was left of the original village of the kólliges before the Sarakat-

reinder reinders et aL.
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sanéi (Sarakatsáni, Sarakatsans) bought the tsiflíki, but piles of stones in the fields indicate 
the location of their houses. In 2006 a new church was built close to the old one; this was 
also dedicated to Ayios Nikolaos Vounenis.

The church of Ayios Nikolaos Vounenis

The remains of the old church of Ayios Nikolaos, oriented more or less east-west (at an 
angle of ca. 255 degrees), are situated on a plateau on a hillside sloping down from south-
southwest to north-northeast (fig. 3). It is a rectangular building, 7.90 m wide and 13.70 
m long, with an apse at the eastern side which protrudes 1.20 m; the total length being 
14.90 m (fig. 4). The interior was divided into two parts of unequal area by a 55 cm thick 
cross wall at 3.10 m from the western wall. The western part of the interior lay some 35 
cm higher than the rest of the church and could be reached via an opening, approximately 
115 cm wide.

Figure 3. The church of Ayios Nikolaos Vounenis at Karatsádagli, view to the northeast with Almirós plain 
and Pílion
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Figure 4. Plan of the church of Ayios Nikolaos Vounenis at Karatsádagli

The state of preservation in 1992 was lamentable. The roof of the church had completely 
collapsed, perhaps due to the earthquake which struck the area in 1980. Three of the walls 
were fairly well preserved while the fourth, the western wall, was nearly half destroyed. 
Icons of Ayios Nikolaos (fig. 5) had been placed in a shrine to the northwest of the church 
while the church bell hung from a small oak tree, immediately west of the church. To 
the southwest was a grave, with a cross and an iron fence around it. Immediately to the 
south-east of the church were the corner foundations of a structure which otherwise lies 
concealed beneath a large assembly of stones. Also protruding from this pile were the 
foundations of a wall constructed of two parallel rows of stones which curve slightly until 
they meet the southeastern side of the apse.
 Outside the northern wall was a porch which is over 2 m deep and extended along the 
entire length of the church. Two blocks of limestone served as steps to the 85 cm wide en-
trance of the church, with a niche above the lintel. It is not clear whether the western part 
of the interior could be entered via a separate door in the western wall. Only three small 
windows provided light to the interior, one in the southern and two in the northern wall 
(one of them being filled in). The width of the windows varied from 62-64 cm on the inte-
rior and 30-46 cm on the exterior. A fourth opening in the walls, a narrow slit, was made in 
the apse, 36 cm wide at the inside and only 4 cm at the outside.

reinder reinders et aL.
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 The walls of the church were between 80 and 90 cm thick and consisted largely of rough-
ly worked blocks of local dark grey limestone. The blocks varied in size; the most regularly 
shaped ones had been used as cornerstones. The walls had been covered by two layers 
of stucco. In the areas where the stucco had disappeared rows of roughly hewn wooden 
beams were visible, with cross beams on top of them; a kind of timber structure well known 
in areas of seismic activity. Two small niches are located on either side of the apse and a 
small niche in the northern wall close to the northeast corner. Flat slabs of grey limestone 
lined the top of the wall and protruded about 10 cm from the wall. Nothing remained of the 
timber structure that supported the roof. The timber structure was covered with roof tiles 
of which only few had survived. The bottom row of these tiles had rested on top of the flat 
slabs and will have discharged rain water away from the wall in the wet seasons.

Figure 5. Icon of Ayios Nikolaos Vounenis in a shrine near the old church
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The church itself seems to date at least from 1818, as no less than four inscriptions bear 
these figures: two on marble blocks and one on a grey limestone slab on the outside and 
one in the interior stucco next to the entrance. A remarkable feature about this church is 
that three of the walls contained pots cemented into the wall just above the second row 
of horizontal beams. A second remarkable feature was the great number of spolia used in 
the construction of the church; this is reason to give a detailed description of the remains 
of the exterior and interior as recorded in 1992 in the next two sections.

The exterior of the church

The East Wall. The east wall is preserved up to the flat stone slabs which carried the roof 
tiles; much of the slope of the gable on either side is preserved as well (fig. 6). The wall is 
nearly eight meters long and has a height of almost five meters above the current ground 
level, reaching up to the flat part of the wall above the apse, probably where a slanted 
gable sloped back to meet the ridge of the roof (fig. 7).

Figure 6. Outer facade of the east wall with apse and spolia

reinder reinders et aL.
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Figure 7. Outer facade of the east wall

The most prominent feature in the wall is the apse, ca. 3 m high and protruding some         
1.2 m from the face of the wall. Some remaining roof tiles still in situ on the roof of the 
apse show that half-cylindrical roof tiles were placed U-shaped next to each other; the 
seams where they met were then covered with similar but inverted tiles. In the middle of 
the apse is a narrow slit which is 54 cm high and 4 cm wide on the outside, opening to an 
interior width of 36 cm. The straight sides of this slit are formed by two half-cylindrical 
pieces of marble; the protruding rims on the short end indica te that they may once have 
been used as columns or rather as half-columns for windows [1 and 2] (the numbers of 
the spolia between brackets refer to the numbers used on the drawings of the walls and 
the plan and the numbers used in Appendix 1). One of these blocks is inverted (fig. 8). A 
similar marble block without the protruding rim was found on the north side of the church 
in the remnants of the porch.
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Figure 8. Narrow slit in the middle of the apse 
with half-cylindrical pieces of marble at either 
side of the opening

reinder reinders et aL.

Figure 9. Marble column with twisting flutings, 
projecting from the east wall

Figure 10. Rounded block of marble, projecting from 
the east wall
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Perhaps the most unusual feature in this wall is a hori zontally projecting marble column 
with twisting flutings [3]. It is roughly 25 cm in diameter and its placement to the upper 
right of the apse juxtaposes it with a rounded triangular block of marble [4] which pro-
trudes from the wall to the upper left of the apse (figs 9 and 10). Three blocks of tooled 
marble [5, 6 and 7] appear as cornerstones on the northern edge of the wall (fig. 6).
 Except for these marble fragments, this wall, like the other ones, was constructed from 
the local grey limestone in blocks of varying size, those shaped the most evenly being used 
as cornerstones. The stones were embedded in clayey earth and fragments of roof tiles 
were propped in between some of the blocks, which were further cemented on the interior 
and exterior of the wall with mortar. Square-shaped holes of roughly 8 cm across were 
originally filled with wooden beams which projected through the walls in order to provide 
extra support. The whole was covered with a layer of rough stucco.

Figure 11. Outer facade of the north wall

Figure 12. Entrance in the north wall
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The North Wall. The stucco on the northern wall remains the most intact from the exterior 
walls due to its shady position. The primary feature in the northern wall is the entrance 
which is located slightly to the west of the centre of the wall (figs. 11 and 12). This entrance, 
which measures 85 cm across by 163 cm high, has two large blocks of tooled marble [8 
and 9] which form part of the right ‘post’ (fig. 13). One of these blocks, at shoulder height, 
carries the numerals 1818 crudely incised on its surface (fig. 14). A larger block of finely 
tooled grey limestone [10] occupies the base of the left ‘post’ and is also inscribed with the 
numerals 1818 (fig. 15). Just below and supporting the lintel are two rectangular blocks of 
marble [11 and 12], one on either side; both of these bulge inwards over the vertical line 
of the ‘posts’, forming a slight angle from the ‘post’ to the lintel, a motif not uncom mon in 
recent Greek architecture.
 The large smooth blocks all show traces of stucco, indicating that they were placed 
here not so much for their appearance as for structural support and for the smoothness 
of their texture. The threshold of the door is formed by a large slab of grey limestone. The 
lintel is provided by a fairly rough long slab of marble [14] which has been worked some-
what at the short ends. The nature of this adaptation however is difficult to discern due to 
its secure position within the wall.
 Above the lintel was an arched niche, still intact in 1992 but now collapsed; the sill of 
which is made from a smaller marble slab [15]. This niche is further formed by grey lime-
stone blocks, propped to support each other, and covered with stucco which also conceals 
the back wall of the recess. The niche is 54 cm wide, 61 cm high and 18 cm deep. To the left 
of the door, next to the rectangular slab of marble under the lintel, is a second niche, more 
square, shallower and smaller than the first, measuring roughly 28 cm wide and 36 cm high. 

Figure 13. Right post of the entrance

Figure 14. Marble block with the numerals 1818
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The stucco on the back of this wall carries lettering in blue paint which is mostly peeled 
off.
 The northern wall is also pierced by a window which is ca. 3 m from the eastern wall to 
its western post, and ca. 180 cm from the original floor level. Its exterior width was 50 cm 
and its height  some 115 cm. The structure above this window no longer remains but the 
wooden frame is still in situ, containing a tripartite window which swung on two hinges 
towards the interior. The sill and posts were made of smallish blocks of grey limestone. 
Further towards the west are traces of a second window, now filled in, which indicate that 
its original width was ca. 30 cm. There is no indication that this window was as tall as the 
first. Clearer traces are visible from the interior.
 An important feature of the northern face of the church is the porch which projects 
slightly over two meters along the entire length of the structure. This plateau is somewhat 
destroyed but the absence of stucco along the lower three courses of the northern wall 
indicate that a bench extended along its length, somewhat lower along the eastern portion 
of the wall than the western portion; all that remains of this is a row of neatly laid fairly 
uniform limestone blocks, some 10 cm below the threshold. Dividing the plateau are two 
blocks of limestone under the threshold which serve as steps to the entrance.
 Two fallen limestone columns [17 and 18] situated in the western part of this plateau 
raise questions as to whether at some time a colonnade may have existed in this area. The 
cross-beams, located in the wall at irregular intervals of 60-80 cm, some 40 cm below the 
roof, protrude farther in this area than in the eastern part and may indicate the presence of 

Figure 15. Left post of the entrance Figure 16. Block of grey limestone with the n umerals 
1818 (detail of fig. 15)
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a shelter. The scarcity of roof tiles in this area, howe ver, does not confirm this and possibly 
the simple columns were used to fortify the plateau.
 Cross-beams are situated at places in the wall just above the horizontal beams, now 
visible from the interior; some of these cross-beams were secured with small flat stones or 
broken roof tiles, and one is covered with a roof tile fragment.

The West Wall. The western wall has been pretty much destroyed, especially in its centre, 
although the corners of both sides extend up to just underneath the roof level (fig. 17). The 
rocks that made up the central portion lie in a pile immediately west of the wall. A marble 
step-like rectangular block [19] lies in the wall, slightly north of center. Its upper side is 

Figure 17. Outer facade of the west wall

Figure 18. Marble block [20] removed from the 

west wall (upper side)

Figure 19. Marble block removed from the west wall 
(lower side)
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exposed and reveals anathyrosis, while its frontal side is grooved along the upper edge. 
This rests on another, more square block of marble [20]; with the figure ‘1818 x’ crudely 
inscribed on its front side. In 2009 the block was no longer in situ, but lay in the area north 
of the porch. Figures 18 and 19 show the two sides of this block which perhaps was used as 
a capital at the corner of a church. In the southern portion of the wall are two rows of flat 
stones, one at ca. 80 cm and the other at ca. 140 cm from the current ground level.

The South Wall. Some traces of stucco remain on the southern wall, but less than on the 
northern wall due to its being subject to larger temperature extremes, after the collapse 
of the roof. As in the western wall, this wall also contains at least two and probably three 
rows of flat stones at the same relative height as in the western wall (fig. 20). Based on 
the construction of the visible parts of the interior wall, these rows appear where long 
horizontal wooden poles or beams were built into the walls for extra strength. The beams 
were then fastened into the walls with mortar and smaller stones, or fragments of roof 
tiles. Because the beams were generally narro wer than the average blocks used in building, 
smaller stones were used in the wall between the pole and the exterior surface.
 A window was incorporated into this wall but further to the west than its northern 
counterpart, its western post being ca. 4 m from the eastern wall.
 The eastern portion of this wall reveals the ends of two crossbeams. In the eastern up-
per corner, three roof tiles are still in situ and rest upon one of the flat slabs of grey stone 
which line the top of the wall; some of these stones have fallen but are clearly visible at the 
foot of the wall. These stones probably helped to support the roof and carried at least part 
of the timber construction as well as the roof tiles. Other roof tiles are still in situ on the 
apse.

The interior of the church

Two layers of stucco and in some places a layer of paint remain on the walls, especially on 
the areas which are least exposed to the sun. The structure of the walls is clearly visible in 
the areas where the stucco no longer remains. These areas reveal that three to four long 
horizontal roughly hewn wooden beams, some with the bark still on them, were inserted 
close to the inner surface of the walls, which were 80 to 90 cm thick. These were supported 
within the walls by small stones or sometimes broken roof tile. Cross beams were laid on 
top of these at intervals of 60 to 80 cm to provide extra stability to the structure. The ends 
of some of these protrude from the wall. The floor of the interior is presently covered by a 
thick layer of roof tiles from various periods, some timber from the fallen roof, stones from 
the wall, some bricks and grass.
 Some elements from the church are also located in the fill, such as the wooden frame 
from the ikonostásis which separated the apse from the rest of the interior, a music stand, 
and some rusted incense holders and bells. Stones and the wooden frame from the south-
ern window also lie in the interior. The cross wall which divides the western plateau from 
the body of the church is primarily intact with two semi-circular steps leading up to the 
doorway in the middle.
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Figure 21. Inner facade of the east wall

Figure 22. Inner facade of the east wall, with apse and niches (1992)

The East Wall. The stucco on the eastern wall was well preserved (when studied in 1992) 
and shows that first a coarse pinkish layer was applied, then a finer white layer with traces 
of organic material in its inclusions, and on top of this a chalky white layer of paint, which 
is still visible in the apse. Above the apse is a cross which is also covered with stucco (figs 
21 and 22). The apse is pierced by a narrow slit, placed just to the left of the centre. This slit 
is 4 cm wide in the outer wall and opens to an inner width of 36 cm. The horizontal angle 
of the window, at roughly 255 degrees, makes it slightly off-centre, so that a beam of light 
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would have hit the cross wall, rather than the door (opening) in the centre of this interior 
wall.
 Two small niches are located on either side of the apse. Both niches are placed closer to 
the side walls than to the apse. The left niche is larger than the right, and the sloping shape 
of its internal wall makes it more apse-shaped, while the niche to the right of the apse has a 
straight internal wall, making it more arch-shaped. A marble slab [21] forms the sill of the 
niche and is 66 cm wide, 10 cm thick and 37 cm deep, not quite reaching back to the rear 
wall of the niche. The left corner of this block is broken off, leaving a gap of 30 cm between 
the slab and the left wall. This gap was filled by a limestone wedge-shaped block. In the 
northeast corner is a wedge-shaped plateau which extends from the northern wall to just 
below this ‘break’ in the sill. A groove in the corner indicates that the top of this plateau 
may once have reached to just above the level of the northern sill; this was possibly formed 
by a large triangular block of stone which was found on the floor beneath the niche.
 In the northern wall in this corner, a smaller arch-shaped niche appears just above the 
level of the platform. The niche to the right of the apse also has a marble block [22] ca. 69 
cm wide, 13 cm thick, and 32 cm deep, also not quite reaching the rear of the niche. The 
front side of this slab is fairly smooth and has two vertical grooves, approximately 4.5 cm 
apart, on its left side.
 On the floor within the apse lies the lower part of a marble cross [23], the bottom part 
of which has been more roughly tooled. A large marble block [24], ca. 75 by 75 cm, also lies 
in this area. Its tooling is similar to that of the cross. An inner square area ca. 55 by 55 cm 
is raised above the base and within this area is a shallow depression, ca. 29 cm across. Four 
crosses are crudely inscribed around this; most likely it was used as a baptismal fountain. A 
large limestone cylinder [25] also lies within this area. It is 116 cm long, 28 cm across at one 
end and 32 cm across at the other. Both ends are concave. Block and cylinder are visible 
on figure 22.
 The plaster in this wall is missing in some places, revealing three levels where horizon-
tal beams were incorporated into the wall for extra sturdiness. The lowest is at the current 
ground level, the second 80 cm above it, and the third is just below the level of the ceiling. 
These beams were built into the walls around the niches and apse as well. A fourth beam 
was located above the apse, ca. 2.55 meters from the ground.

The North Wall. The areas of the north wall which no longer retain the stucco layer reveal 
the interior structure of the walls (fig. 23). As in many buildings from this period in this 
area, horizontal beams of wood were incorporated into the walls, in three layers in this 
wall, corresponding to those in the other walls. These beams are generally 5 to 8 cm thick 
and are roughly hewn, often retaining the bark. The lowest visible beam is ca. 65 cm above 
the threshold level, the second is ca. 165 cm above the thres hold, and the third ca. 238 cm 
above the threshold level. Roof tiles or small stones appear in some places just underneath 
the beams for additional support. Short beams were laid at fairly regular intervals of 60-80 
cm across these long beams, the ends of which occasionally protrude from the wall.
 As mentioned above, a small niche is located in the eastern corner of the wall, ca. 65 cm 
from the current ground level. This niche is the smallest of the three niches in this church. 
It is arch-shaped and has a sill made of a rough slab of limestone, ca. 42 cm wide. A second 
limestone slab protrudes slightly from the wall, ca. 20 cm under the sill.
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 A little less than two meters from the eastern wall are two small beams which protrude 
from the northern wall, one above the other. The variation in the plaster in this area of 
the wall suggests that these were used to support the ikonostásis which separated the area 
before the apse from the rest of the internal space. Two similar beams project from the 
south wall at nearly the same distance from the east wall.
 An interesting feature above the second horizontal beam in the wall are two cavities, 
each of which originally contained a pot that had been cemented into the wall, based on 
the sherds found within and the shape of the remaining mortar. One of these cavi ties ap-
pears to the immediate left of the window and the other is located some 2 meters further 
to the left of this. Four similar pots appear in a row at the same height (ca. 165 cm above 
the threshold) in the southern wall.
 The window frame in this wall was placed close to the outer surface and the interior 
sill but especially the posts expanded to a width of ca. 63 cm and a height of 167 cm. The 
wall at this point is 82 cm wide. Closer to the door, a second window once seems to have 
existed, being filled in afterwards. Stones above the uppermost horizontal beam show two 

Figure 24. Entrance, view from the outside (1992)
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clear edges where the window once stood and where blocks of varying shapes were in-
serted at a later point in time. The uppermost beam was also cut through at this point to 
make room for the aperture. On the interior, this opening was approxima tely 60 cm wide 
and was possibly 60 cm above the second hori zontal beam which continues uninterrupted 
in this area. This window would therefore seem to have been smaller and higher than the 
extant window. The mortar between the stones in the gap hardly differs from that in the 
rest of the wall and perhaps the window was filled in not too long after its construction.
 The entrance in the north wall is supported horizontally by three wooden beams, ca. 
10 cm thick each. The one visible on the surface of the wall is some 230 cm long. The door 
itself, still intact in 1992, was made of wooden planks with an iron latch and lock, and is 
supported by a wooden frame (fig. 24). On either side of the door, which is recessed some 
49 cm, the walls spring back roughly 15 cm to the left and right of the door, making the 
aperture some 115 cm wide on the interior, 30 cm wider than the door itself. The plaster on 
the internal walls next to the door and perpendicular to the long wall remains fairly intact, 
and on the east side, the figures ‘1818’ appear for the fourth time in this structure, this time 
in the plaster ca. 120 cm above the threshold level. This number is one of the first things 
that meets the eye when one enters the church and is inscribed in the white second layer 
of plaster.
 A cross-wall meets the northern wall, 47 cm west of the entrance. The plaster on the 
northern wall west of this was applied more roughly than in the other areas of the wall.

The Cross Wall. As mentioned above, the cross wall meets the north wall at a point roughly 
a half-meter west of the door and runs parallel to the east and west walls (fig. 25). This wall 
is ca. 55 cm thick and is retained to a current height of ca. 140 cm above the threshold level. 
The few stones on the floor around this wall, and the traces of stucco on the north wall just 
above the point where the wall ceases to be, both indicate that the original height of this 
wall was not much more than its current height.

Figure 25. Eastern facade of the cross wall
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This wall not only partitioned the interior space horizontally, but also vertically as the area 
behind the wall was raised some 35 cm, reached through a doorway ca. 115 cm wide. Two 
concentric semi-circular steps, made of wedge-shaped stones, led up to this inner platform. 
Just above the top step, a horizontal beam extended in the wall on either side, thicker here 
than in the other walls. As in the other walls, the beams in the wall were joined by diagonal 
cuts. The heavy stucco in the corners made the relationship between this wall and the long 
wall difficult to determine, yet both seem to have been stuccoed at the same time.

The West Wall. The west wall has been severely damaged, primarily in the centre, yet 
enough remains to indicate an interruption 113-115 cm wide once placed in the centre. Its 
maximum present height is roughly one meter above the current floor level in this portion 
of the interior. As the vertical edges of the stones and the cut horizontal beams indicate, 
this gap, now filled in, continued down probably to the floor. It seems highly improbable, 
however, that this opening ever continued to the outer wall as the two marble blocks in the 
exterior wall, one with anathyrosis and the other with the date 1818 inscribed, were both 
laid across the seams and would thereby have blocked the aperture, were it intended to be 
an entrance. Most likely therefore, this gap was a recess in the wall, used as a niche.
 Near the top of the left side of this recess is a roughly worked half-rounded marble 
stone, ca. 22 cm across the short end. To the left of the opening are two thick wooden 
beams, one on top of the other, also cut through where the opening began. These beams 
are 20 cm deeper in the wall than the surface beams and extend horizontally and parallel 
to the wall, which slightly bulges inwards at this point and is 88 cm thick. The other three 
horizontal beams, visible in the other walls, were also visible in the west wall.

The South Wall. The three horizontal beams with the small cross beams above them, vis-
ible in the other walls, were also incorporated into this wall, as well as a fourth beam which 
can be seen at the top of the wall in the eastern corner (fig. 26). This corresponds with a 
beam in the east wall at the same height and to a fragment of wood at the same height in 
the north wall.
 The window in this wall is in a very ruined condition as the blocks which made up its 
left ‘post’ and some of the wall next to it lie on the floor below. Nonetheless, its preser ved 
right post and the horizontal beam protruding from the remains of the wall to the left 
make it possible to acquire the width of the window, roughly 40 cm on the exterior.
 The most remarkable feature in this wall are the four clay pots cemented in just above 
the second horizontal beam, corresponding with those in the north wall. These cavities are 
roughly 14 cm in diameter. The two in the central portion are ca. 120 cm apart; and of the 
other two east of the window, one is ca. 20 cm from the east wall and the other ca. 170 cm 
from the east wall, just above the two projecting balks which supported the screen (fig. 27).

The site on Kastráki hill

The previous sections described the state of preservation of the exterior and interior of 
the church in 1992. A remarkable feature of the northern, eastern and southern walls were 
the pots which had been cemented into the wall just above the second row of horizontal 
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beams. In parts of the wall from which the stucco had disappeared these pots were vis-
ible; some of them had broken and fragments were found on the floor of the interior. The 
sherds of some of the pots were collected and fitted together. An overview of the pottery 
is given in Appendix 1 and figure 33.

Figure 27. Pot, cemented in the south wall, 20 cm from the east wall

It became apparent that the pots were of various types: a damaged water jar, jugs, but also 
two amphora fragments were found. Because several sherds were only found scattered 
across the ground, it was not always possible to determine the original positions of each 
pot in the wall. The two amphora bases date to the Classical-Hellenistic period and the 
collar fragment of a jug is perhaps of Roman date. A jug of brown glazed sgraffito ware 
dates to the Byzantine period, but this kind of ware was in Epirus in use until the 19th 
century.
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 Another remarkable aspect about the church of Ayios Nikolaos at Karatsádagli is the 
number of 26 marble slabs, blocks and columns that were incorporated in its construction; 
a list of these spolia is given in Appendix 2 (fig. 34). Their position is also indicated in the 
views and sections of the walls of the church. Since 1992 the decay of the walls has rapidly 
advanced and in 2009 most of the walls were in a deplorable state; some of the marble 
blocks had shifted from their original spot. The question arises where these marble spolia 
and Classical-Hellenistic pottery fragments came from.
 As we already mentioned Arvanitopoulos continued the excavation of Volgraff at the 
slope of Kastráki hill in 1908. In his article about the investigations he also made observa-
tions about the church of Ayios Nikolaos. He mentioned the use of many marble blocks 
dating to Classical-Hellenistic, Roman as well as Byzantine times. He also mentioned the 
presence of an entrance in the west wall which gave access to the raised and separated 
western part of the interior of the church. A marble block with the inscription 1818 was 
visible above the entrance. In our observations in 1992 the block was more or less blocking 
the doorway, which led to our view that this was a recess in the wall.
 In 1908 Arvanitopoulos excavated a large building on the southern slope of Kastráki 
hill, which he considered to be the remains of a sanctuary. The exact dimensions are not 
known, but the building was at least 9.35 m wide. Among the artefacts was a female head 
about one quarter life size. Other artefacts, such as pottery sherds, provide a late fourth 
or early third-century date for the building. Vollgraff mentions in his diary black glazed 
sherds of Hellenistic date.
 The surface remains at Kastráki hill were mapped during our survey in 1992 (fig. 28). 
On top of the hill, remains of an enceinte were found which covered an area of about 3 ha 
(fig. 29). The trace of the enceinte followed the 260 m contour line and the wall, enforced 
with towers, was made of local limestone blocks. Inside as well as outside the enceinte walls 
were visible, made of locally quarried limestone blocks. A grid of square units was laid out 
within the enceinte and pottery sherds were collected per square of 4 x 4 m. The artefact 
sample comprised sherds dating to the Classical-Hellenistic, Roman, Byzantine and Otto-
man p eriods.
 It is plausible that the spolia in the church of Ayios Nikolaos at Karatsádagli came 
from the site at Kastráki hill, although a provenance from the monastery at the saddle 
above Baklalí cannot be excluded. Arvanitopoulos used the toponym Palioklísi hill with-
out further comment or reference about the provenance of the name. Perhaps the marble 
blocks came from a medieval predecessor of the church of 1818.

Ayios Nikolaos Vounenis

In 1992 icons of Ayios Nikolaos stood in a shrine outside the remains of the church and 
without looking in detail we assumed that the church was dedicated to the saint who is 
celebrated on the 6th of December. Only later did we realise that the church was dedi-
cated to γις Νικλας Βυνανης (Ayios Nikolaos Vounenis), who is also called γις 
Νικλας  Νς (the younger).
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Figure 28. View on Kastráki hill from the church of Ayios Nikolaos Vounenis

Figure 29. Plan of the enceinte and remains of walls on Kastráki hill
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 Nikolaos, born in the second half of the ninth century, was a soldier in the Byzan-
tine army. After a battle against the Arabs in Thessaly he sought shelter in a forest near 
Voúnena, between Kardítsa and Lárisa, where a community of ascetics lived. He hung his 
armament in a tree and acceded to this monastic group. The Arabs however followed him 
and tried in vain to convert him to their faith. They whipped him to death. Nikolaos died 
on the 9th of May in 902 (Ιερμνυ Εφραμ 2008).
 According to local tradition in the Almirós plain Nikolaos sought shelter in the foot-
hills of Mount Óthris (Γκυντρας 2006). On a saddle between the foothills and a prom-
ontory above Baklalí he drank the water from a well, mopped his forehead with a garment 
and hung it in a shrub or tree, and from that moment on all was well with Nikolaos. He 
built a church and founded a monastery at the spot of the miracle.
 Nothing remains of the monastery nowadays, but marble fragments are to be found 
around a modern church in the neighbourhood of the well, dedicated to Ayios Nikolaos 
Vounenis. Nowadays marble slabs are also found in the former tsiflíki of Baklalí, around 
the house of the Kallédes as was also observed during an excursion of the Antiquarian So-
ciety ‘Othrys’ (Σπυριδκης 1899). They were obviously collected at the site of the monas-
tery. In the previous section we argued that the marble spolia in the church at Karatsádagli 
came from the site on Kastráki hill, but it cannot be excluded that marble slabs and blocks 
were brought there from the monastery site.

Figure 30. Water from the well at Baklalí
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Each year on the 9th of May people gather to celebrate Nikolaos at Baklalí, drink the 
water of the well and hang a piece of textile in the tree or nowadays the fence which sur-
rounds the spot (Γκυντρας 2006, 112-113; fig. 30). In 2009 hundreds of visitors came 
by car all the way up to the church of Baklalí, many of them Sarakatsan pastoralists. The 
weather in 2009 was fine, but the day is also memorized in a satirical verse for bad weather 
(Γκυντρας 2006, 113-114):

Την εντη τυ Μαγι τυε και ‘γω να δω.
Τρεις ιλιδες παλαβ παν’ απν στυ Μπακλαλ.
Τν ανφρ ανεβανυν και στν γι πηγανυν.
Μα δεν παν να πρσκυνσυν, παν να φαν και να γλεντσυν (etc.)

The verse gives a lively impression of what happened: once, on the 9th of May, 3000 fools 
went uphill to the church of Ayios Nikolaos near Baklalí, not to honour the saint, but to eat 
and feast. Unfortunately the roasting of lambs was interrupted by extremely bad weather 
and the crowd had to flee and seek shelter in Baklalí to dry their wet meat. In 2009, however, 
the greater part of the visitors attended the sermon, although a number of Sarakatsan fami-
lies stayed afterwards for a meal in the shade of the oak trees around the church (fig. 31).

Figure 31. Sarakatsan families at dinner on the 9th of May, 2009
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Karatsádagli is situated about 6 km west of the church of Baklalí. In 2006 a new church 
dedicated to Ayios Nikolaos Vounenis was built close to the remains of the old one. The 
initiative was taken by the society of Sarakatsans ‘Stani’ in Efxinoúpolis and many icons 
in the church are also a gift of Sarakatsan pastoralists (fig. 32).
 On the 7th of May 2009 we had made an appointment in Karatsádagli with Ioannis Pre-
vezianos, chairman of the Sarakatsan society ‘Stani’, and Christos Theodorakis, the owner 
of the plot of land where the church of Ayios Nikolaos Vounenis is situated. Theodora-

Figure 32. Icon of Ayios Nikolaos Vounenis in the new church at Karátsdagli
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kis told us that nine families, all Sarakatsans, lived in Karatsádagli before they moved to 
Efxinoúpolis and Almirós: Theodorakis Serafim, Theodorakis Konstandinos, Theodorakis 
Nikolaos, Miltiadis Koutoulas, Vourlis Konstandinos, Beïs Ioannis, Basdanis Ilias, Basdanis 
Athanasios and Theodorakis Athanasia. The Aryiropoulos family owned property in the 
area to the north of Karatsadagli.
 The Theodorakis family bought land in Karatsádagli in the period 1925-1928. Christos 
Theodorakis pointed out the piles of stones to us where the houses of the kólliges once 
stood, the wells of the village, the cemetery and the threshing floor. In his opinion the hill 
north of Karatsádagli is called Kastráki and not Palioklísi, as Arvanitopoulos supposed. 
The name Palioklísi is given to an area to the northeast of Karatsádagli. The church at 
Karatsádagli was used by inhabitants of the nowadays abandoned hamlets situated along 
the southern fridge of the Almirós plain.
 Beïs had restored the church just before the earthquake of 1980, which destroyed the 
roof of the church. Theodorakis confirmed the presence of a separate entrance in the west-
ern wall to the γυναικωντης, the raised part of the church used by the women. He was 
aware of the presence of the pots cemented in the wall and was of the opinion that they 
were used to avoid resonance and improve acoustics in the church. He could also solve our 
question about the function of the column and capital which were found in the apse. The 
capital was placed on top of the column and was used as an altar.
 Obviously there is a long tradition in Baklalí where a monastery once stood and in 
Karatsádagli where in 1818 a small church was built. A third church dedicated to Ay-
ios Nikolaos Vounenis is situated in the village of Filáki in the northwestern part of the 
Almirós plain. Due to the vicinity of the churches at Baklalí and Filáki, Ayios Nikolaos at 
Karatsádagli is celebrated on the first Sunday in June instead of the 9th of May.
 In the beginning of the 19th century the construction of orthodox churches was permit-
ted if there was a considerable orthodox population and if the church had a humble ap-
pearance. In Ermiye, Turkish Almiros, a church dedicated to Ayios Nikolaos was built in 
forty days in 1802 (Τρικαλιν 1987, 32). The humble nature of the church was achieved 
by building the walls in a large rectangular pit, ca. 1 m below the surrounding terrain. 
Unfortunately the oldest church of Almiros was struck by the 1980 earthquake, and the re-
mains were torn down. However, a detailed survey of the old church is given by Petronotis 
(Πετρντης 2007, 151-230).

Conclusion

The church of Ayios Nikolaos Vounenis at Karatsádagli, dedicated to a Thessalian saint, 
built at a former Ottoman tsiflíki with spolia from the Classical-Hellenistic-Roman-Byz-
antine site on Kastráki hill is a remarkable monument in the Almirós plain, intersecting 
various periods in the history of the local region. The rapid decay which this church has 
undergone, even within the years since 1992, prove it to be at risk of disappearing for-
ever. Although we understand the sentiments of the Sarakatsan community, who prefer to 
honour the saint with a new vital church, we still maintain that it would be worthwhile to 
protect and preserve the remains of the old church, as a unique witness to the cultural and 
historical diversity of this area.
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The protection of archaeological sites and buildings in Greece is a task of the Ministry 
of Culture and the archaeological ephorates in the various districts of Greece. An over-
whelming number of ancient sites and buildings are already under protection at a central 
level and it is logical that a selection has to be made before sites can be added to this list.
On the other hand, sites of ‘minor’ importance - remains of former tsiflíkia, small churches, 
bridges and border fortifications - are important elements of the cultural heritage of Thes-
saly at a regional or even local level. Protection and preservation of these monuments 
could possibly be a task for a local authority, for instance a dímos, if funds are available 
to develop such a policy at a local level. The conservation of the remains of the church of 
Ayios Nikolaos could be held up as an example, even if the present state of preservation is 
deplorable. If this is not an option, then there is nothing left for us other than to document 
a Wüstung in the making.

Prof. dr H.R. Reinders
Groningen Institute of Archaeology (GIA)

University of Groningen
Poststraat 6

NL - 9712 ER Groningen
h.r.reinders@rug.nl
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NL - 9712 GC Groningen
c.g.williamson@rug.nl

Wob Jansen
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NL - 9717 JV Groningen
jansenwob@hotmail.com

Dr J.P. de Roever
Hoge der A 16c

NL - 9712 AD Groningen
paulienderoever@hotmail.com
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Appendix 1. List of pottery cemented in the walls of the church of Ayios 

Nikolaos at Karatsádagli (fig. 33).

1. Amphora, fragment of base.
 Colour: light red. Diam. knob: 7.2 cm. Date: 4th century BC.

2. Amphora, fragment of base.
 Colour: light red. Diam. knob: 7 cm. Date: 4th century BC.

3. Jug, neck fragment.
 Colour: red. Diam. neck: 6.7 cm. Date: Roman?

4. Jug, fragment, lower part of body.
  Colour clay: red. Decoration: white engobe, incised decoration of lines and curls (sgraf-

fito), green and brown glaze. Diam. base: 10 cm. Date: Middle Byzantine, or post medi-
eval. Provenance: south wall, second hole from the east.

5. Jug or jar, fragment, lower part of body.
 Colour: red. Diam. base: 12.4 cm. Date: ca. 1800.

6. Jar, fragments missing. 
  Flat base, ovoid body, short neck, circular mouth, flaring lip, handle from neck to upper 

part of body, circular spout (broken off).
  Colour: red (exterior), light red (interior). Decoration: three ribs on shoulder. Diam. 

base: 13.2 cm. Height: 35.3 cm. Date: ca. 1800.

7. Jug or small amphora (?), fragment of neck and body, two handle attachments.
  Colour: reddish yellow. Diam. body: 18 cm. Decoration: horizontal lines on neck, slight-

ly waving lines on shoulder, horizontal lines on widest part of body and waving lines on 
lower part of body. Date: ca. 1800.

8. Jug, fragments of neck, handle, body and base.
  Colour clay: red. Decoration: transparent glaze on neck and handle which coloured the 

clay brown, vertical lines of white engobe on neck, horizontal band of white engobe 
on body, circular patterns of green glaze, short lines of white engobe around circular 
patterns, lines and floral motif of white engobe. Diam. body: 13.9 cm. Date: ca. 1800.
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Figure 33. Pottery cemented  in the walls of the church of Ayios Nikolaos Vounenis at Karatsádagli (the 
numbers refer to the list in appendix 1; for measurements see appendix 1)
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Appendix 2. List of spolia in the church of Ayios Nikolaos 

at Karatsádagli (fig. 34).

A. Exterior
 

 East wall
1/2. Two half-cylindrical pieces of marble with protruding rims (at either side of the 

narrow slit in the middle of the apse).
 To the left of the slit: a half-column of marble (placed upside down, broken at the 

‘lower’ end); 43 cm high, 33 cm in diameter just above the protruding rim and 32 cm 
at the broken end, 20 cm thick; rim 7 cm high, protruding ca 0.5 cm.

 To the right: a half-column of marble 43 cm high, broken at the ‘upper’ end; rim ca. 
9 (6 and 3) cm high, 14 cm thick at the upper end (diameter not discernable).

3. Horizontally projecting marble column with twisting canellures, roughly 25 cm in 
diameter (upper right of the apse).

4. ‘Triangular’ block of marble which protrudes from the wall, part of a half-column 
(upper left of the apse).

5-7. Three blocks of tooled marble as cornerstones (northern edge of the wall). Lower 
block: 48 x 21 x 10 cm. Adjacent block: 59 x 31 x 21 cm. Upper block out of reach.

 North wall, entrance
8/9. Two large blocks of tooled marble (right ‘post’ of entrance). Lower block, measuring 

72 x 45 x 25 cm. Upper block, part of a colum with inscription 1818, 36 cm high (bro-
ken at upper end) 30 cm wide at the base; rim, 10 cm high and protruding 0.5 cm.

10. Large block of finely tooled grey limestone, with inscription 1818. Measurements: 
86 x 70 28 cm (base of the left ‘post’ of entrance).

11/12. Two rectangular blocks of marble (below lintel on either side of entrance). Block to 
the left measuring 64 x 19 x 13 cm. Block to the right measuring 68 x 22 x 12 cm. At 
the inner side of the wall this block has a sloping face with Byzantine ornamenta-
tion.

13. Large slab of grey limestone (threshold of entrance). 
14. Rough long slab of marble (lintel of entrance), measuring 124 x 68 x 15 cm.
15. Small marble slab (sill of arched niche above entrance).

 Porch
16. Marble block, 86 x 70 x 28 cm (north side of the church in the remnants of the 

porch).
17/18. Two limestone columns with protruding rims (western part of the porch). Measure-

ments of northern column: length 124 cm, width at the base 27 cm, height of rim 6 
cm. Measurements of southern column: length 99 cm, width at the base 30 cm.

 West Wall
19. Marble step-like rectangular block, with anathyrosis and groove (western wall).
20. Squarish block of marble, inscription 1818 x (western wall).
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 South Wall
No spolia.

B. Interior of the church

 East Wall and apse
21. Marble slab, 66 cm wide, 10 cm thick and 37 cm deep (sill of left niche, eastern 

wall).
22. Marble block with two vertical grooves, 69 cm wide, 13 cm thick, and 32 cm deep 

(sill of right niche, eastern wall).
23. Lower part of a marble cross, bottom part roughly tooled (floor within the apse).
24. Large marble block, ca. 75 by 75 cm, tooling similar to that of the cross; inner square 

area, ca. 55 by 55 cm, raised above the base, within this area a shallow depression, 
ca. 29 cm across; four crosses are crudely inscribed around this; most likely used as 
a baptismal fountain (floor within the apse).

25. Large limestone cylinder (column?), both ends concave, 28 cm across at one end 
and 32 cm across at the other (floor within the apse).

 West wall
26.   Roughly worked half-rounded marble stone (recess or opening in the west wall).

 North wall, South wall and cross wall
No spolia.
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Figure 34. Spolia in the church of Ayios Nikolaos Vounenis at Karatsádagli (the numbers refer to the list 

in appendix 2)
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CATALOGUE OF LETTERS AND OTHER 
DOCUMENTS OF GREEK INTEREST, 

COLLECTED FROM THE LIBRARY OF THE 
UNIVERSITY OF AMSTERDAM

Daniël Koster

Introduction

In addition to Dutch Archives and Greek History, A Guide to Dutch Archives and  
Libraries concerning the History of the Greeks and the Greek World between 1250 and 1940, 
published in 2007 by the Netherlands Institute at Athens, I now present to the (Greek) 
scholarly community a catalogue of letters and other documents collected from the  
Department of Manuscripts of the Library of the University of Amsterdam which refer to 
the history of the Balkans in general and that of Greece in particular.1

The collection consists, apart from a large number of letters, of documents like attesta-
tions, portraits, passports, receipts, etc. Approximately one third of these mss. is part of 
the large Diederichs collection.2 But the other two thirds of this catalogue I retrieved by 
checking the entire card index in the mss. Department.
 Chronologically the collection covers a period of almost three centuries (1616-1902). 
The oldest letter was written by Cornelis Haga, the Dutch ambassador at the Sublime 
Porte at Constantinopel since 1612 to an anonymous person and the last one was written 
by a certain Meijer (C.H.), Greek consul at Breslau, to A. Pallis, aide de camp du Prince 
Royal de Grèce. However, the lion’s share corresponds with the reign of King Otho of 
Greece (1833-1862).

1  I have transcribed most of the documents of which only a very small part has been published (see the 
footnotes below). I invite those interested to address me personally for more information.
2  P.A. Diederichs, publisher of the liberal newspaper Het Algemeen Handesblad since 1846, collected a 
large number of autographs. His son G.A. Diderichs donated these to the University library of Amster-
dam in 1875 under condition that the collection should be named “Schenking-Diederichs” and catalogued 
as soon as possible. See Catalogus Handschriften VI Schenking Diederichs. Kleinere Afdeelingen (Italië, 
Spanje, Portugal, Hongarije, Turkije, Griekenland enz.), Amsterdam 1917. Items bearing shelf-marks with 
number 136 are from the Diederichs collection.
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 Although the contents are not of world historical importance, they do shed light on 
Balkan and Greek (cultural and political) history. In this collection we not only find sev-
eral letters from Adamandios Koraïs, the great teacher of the modern Greek people, to 
Danielle Jeanne Gallien, the widow of the famous classical scholar Wijttenbach, but also 
several letters from Ioannis Kapodistrias, who was elected the first president of indepen-
dent Greece at the general assembly of Piada (modern Archaia Epidauros) in 1827. Dur-
ing his journey to the capitals of the Great Powers in order to seek support for his govern-
ment, Kapodistrias wrote several letters to Stefanos Paleologos, a Greek merchant based 
in Amsterdam. The latter had been the principal representative of the provisional Greek 
Government in the kingdom of the Netherlands during the War of Independence. There 
is also a letter from the notorious Ali Pasha of Ioannina (by 1812 a well-known figure in 
Western Europe through Lord Byron’s poem Child Harold’s Pilgrimage) to Napoleon 
Bonaparte. Other letters are from philhellenes like Frederick North, the eccentric founder 
of the Ionian University at Corfou who used to dress himself in the clothes of the ancient 
Greeks, and Richard Church, a British philhellene, who, at the instigation of Theodore 
Kolokotronis, was elected commander in chief of the Greek forces during the meeting of 
the third national assembly in Epidauros in 1827. Moreover, there is a letter of the philhel-
lene Fabvier, a French Napoleonic officer who tried to turn the Greek irregular forces into 
a modern army. There are also several letters of Phanariot rulers of the Danubian prin-
cipalities Wallachia and Moldavia, like Karatzas and Soutsos, written to Von Gentz a few 
years before the outbreak of the Greek revolution. The collection further includes several 
letters written by the heroes of “1821”, among them former Klepht and Armatolos leaders 
such as Kolokotronis, Mavromichalis, Gouras, Grivas and so on. Alexandros Mavrokor-
datos (plate 1), one of the political leaders of the provisional Greek government is also 
present, with five letters. One of his forebears was the learned Nikolas Mavrokordatos 
who during the first decades of the eighteenth century acted as one of the first Phanariot 
rulers of Wallachia. Of his correspondence with Jean Le Clerc by way of Antonio Epis, his 
secretary, a whole series of letters has been preserved in the Amsterdam collection. It is 
of interest that the collection also contains three letters written by Fallmerayer, one of the 
most detested European historians in Greece because he dared to doubt the identity of 
the modern Greeks.

A key figure in the collection however is Anton (Count) Prokesch von Osten (1795-1876). 
This Austrian military man, influenced by German classicism and from 1821 onwards 
an enthusiastic philhellene, served in the Habsburg navy between 1824 and 1829, dur-
ing which period he acquired a thorough knowledge of Levantine affairs. He became the 
right hand man of Metternich and Gentz, the two Habsburg politicians who shaped Aus-
trian eastern politics. At the wishes of Kapodistrias, Prokesch von Osten mediated in the 
exchange of Egyptian and Greek prisoners of war in the spring of 1828. The number of 
releases of Greeks was so much greater than expected that his exploits earned him the 
gratitude of the Greeks. His Erinnerungen aus Ägypten und Kleinasien, published in 1929 
in Vienna, made him the authority in oriental questions, as it contained, in addition to the 
general impressions of his travel notebooks, much topographical, numismatic, epigraphi-
cal, archaeological, art-historical and culture-historical information. In 1833, Prokesch von 
Osten mediated in the conflict between the Ottoman sultan and his (Albanian) vassal 
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Mehemed Ali of Egypt. It therefore does not come as a surprise that he was appointed 
the Austrian ambassador in Athens from 1834-1848, during which period he was the prop 
and stay of the inexperienced young Bavarian king Otho. In the meantime he composed 
the Geschichte des Abfalls der Griechen vom Türkischen Reich (6 vols., Vienna 1867). As 
Austrian ambassador in Berlin between 1849 and 1852, he tried to counter Bismarck’s 

Plate 1. Portrait of Alexandros Mavrokordatos
Universiteitsbibliotheek Amsterdam (UvA) Bijzondere Collecties (136 An5)
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Prussian power politics, a policy he continued to practice between 1853 and 1855 when he 
was the Austrian representative in the German Union at Frankfurt am Main. Although 
the Russians managed to delay his appointment Prokesch von Osten became “internun-
tius” at the Porte in 1855 and acted as ambassador in Constantinople from 1861 until 
1871, when he retired. During this period he cooperated with Stratford de Redclife, the 
British ambassador, in shaping Turkish politics against Russian pressure. Prokesch von 
Osten, however, was more than one of the last representatives of the Metternich school 
of diplomacy, which tried to neutralize Russian Pan-Slavism in the Balkans and to create 
a balance of power in the Near East against the Russian drive to the Mediterranean. As 
a traveller and orientalist he was characterized by his friend Alexander von Humboldt 
as: “einen vollkommenen Reisenden, wenn es je einen solchen gab.” His correspondence 
with Gentz and Metternich was published by his son in two volumes in 1881, to be fol-
lowed by a selection from his other letters in 1896 and a selection from his diaries in 1909. 
From the several hundreds of letters which are addressed to him about 100 relate to the 
Balkans and Greece.3 Especially interesting are the two letters addressed to him by king 
Otho during the 1850’s. In addition to letters from colleagues like the English and French 
chargés d’affaires, well-known Greek politicians and other members of the Greek elite, 
the collection consists of letters from internationally well-known scholars. Examples are 
George Finlay, philhellene, historian of the Greek revolution and the correspondent of 
the Times, and Friedrich Thiersch, a classical scholar who, at the instigation of king Lud-
wig, went to Greece in order to pave the way for the Bavarian monarchy in independent 
Greece. Prokesch von Osten also corresponded with Arthur de Gobineau, the French au-
thor of Sur l’Inegalité des races humaines, who at the time was ambassador in Teheran.

Drs D. Koster
Majubastraat 51

1092 KE Amsterdam
d.koster1@hetnet.nl

3   It is unknown how his letters came in the possession of the library. It seems plausible, however, that after 
publication the son presented them for auction. 
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CATALOGUE

The letters and documents have been listed alphabetically by author. The spelling of the 
names of the authors/senders follows that in the related document: Thus Koraïs not under 
‘K’, but under ‘C’. The original spelling of the place-names has also been maintained and 
titles are given in the original language. All other explanatory notes, remarks and additions 
are in English. For reasons of conformity the dates have been translated into English.

Abbrevations used

D=Dutch, E=English, F=French, G=German, Gr=Greek, H=Hungarian, I=Italian, 
L=Latin, T=Turkish and Prokesch=Anton Graf Prokesch von Osten.
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Items

Cq 43: Aarifi Pascha to Prokesch. [Constantinople] 14th January 1859 (F)

136 G1-4: [sultan] Abd el Medjid. Signed document, two passports for Gräfin Ida Hahn-
Hahn with German translation. 
  1. [Constantinople] s.d. 15th -23rd September 1259/1843, 
  2. [Constantinople] s.d. 15th -23rd September 1259/1843,
  3. [Constantinople] s.d. German translation, 
  4. [Constantinople] s.d. German translation (G and T) 

Cm 100: Abdul Mourad Khan, sultan of Turkey to NN., in jail, s.l., s.d., s.a. with French 
translation (T and F)

Cq 49d: Ali Fuad to Prokesch. s.l. 24th June 1862 (F)

136 I: Ali Pascha Mehemed Emin [grand vizier] a passport for a certain docteur Chiau 
travelling to Corfou and Naples. Constantinople 10th May 1846 (F) 

Cq 42a-f: Ali Pascha to Prokesch. 
  a. [Constantinople] 26th June 1862 (F)
  b. [Constantinople] 4th November 1865 
  c. [Constantinople] 2nd April 1870 
  d. [Constantinople] 29th June 1871
  e. s.l., s.a. 
  f. s.l., s.d.(mardi matin), s.a. 

136 J: Ali Pache (Governator di Joanina) to Napoleon I, Janina 15th/27th December 1807 
(I)4 

136 V: Anastasiades (Leontios M.) to colonel Kn. Ch. Commander of the Nauplian artil-
lery detachment. Nauplia 13rd February 1839 (Gr) 

136 T: Apafi (Michael I), prince of Zevenbergen (Transylvania) to Ladislaus Gyulaffi de 
Ratoth. s.l. 7th May 1685 (H) 

136 F1, 2: Arslann Chann, prince and reiss of Bosnia to sultan Abd el Medjid. 
  1. Lentschau in Hungaria 6th December 1839 
  2. Lentschovia in Hungaria 6th December 1839 (L) 

Dp 79: Balbi (Spiridon) to Prokesch. s.l. 2nd July 1845 (I)

38 Z: Barbie du Bocage (Jean Denis) to NN. Paris 6th August 1804 with a portrait (F) 

4  Koster 1992-94; see also Koster 1993, 68, and Koster 1995, 168.
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Cq 45a-c: Boghos Joussouf Bey [Egyptian statesman of Armenian origin] to Prokesch. 
  a. [Alexandrie] 13rd April 1833 (F)
  b. [Alexandrie] 16th April 1833 (F)
  c. [Alexandrie] 13th March 1836 (F)

Dp 85: Nikolaos. G. Botassis, secretary of the Forestry Department, a signed circular letter 
to the authorities of Central Greece, 1st May 1837

136 K: Cabouly Effendi [first secretary of the Turkish embassy at London] to NN [Lon-
dres] s.d., s.a. (F) 

Cq 46: Cabouly Pacha to Prokesch. Constantinople 29th November 1871 (F) 

Cq 56: Callimaki (Theodore prince ) [Kaimakam of Wallachia] to Prokesch. Vienne 24th 
February 1859 (F)

Cm 178: Calogeropulos (Spiridon) to Prokesch. Maratonissi [July 1844] (I)

118 L: Calogiera (Angelo) to NN Venezia 26th July 1753 (I)

Dp 248: Canitz und Dalwitz (Karl Wilhelm Ernst Freiherr von) to Prokesch. Pera bei Con-
stantinopel 27th January 1829 (G) 

Dr 132a-d: Canning Stratford, 1st viscount Stratford on Redcliffe to Prokesch
  a. Le Pirée 18th January 1842 (F)
  b. Pera June 1856
  c. Napoles 20th December 1858 
  d. s.l., s.d, s.a. 

Cm 179: Cantacuzène (Alexandre prince) to F.C.H.L. Pouqueville, s.l. February 1825 
(Copy) (F)

136 W1, 2: Capodistrias (Jean Anton) to G. Paleologos. 
  1. London 1st/13rd September 1827 (Gr)
  2. Parijs 1st/13rd October 1827 

136 W3: Capodistrias (Jean Anton) to Monsier [B.E.A.] de Rottiers. St. Petersbourg 19th  
April 1820 (F) 

136 W4: Capodistrias (Jean Anton) to Alexander I, emperor of Russia. Frankfurt a. M.
19th/31st October 1822 (Copy) (F)5 

5  For the letters of Kapodistrias, see Koster 1998, 54-59, and for shelf-mark Cp 249a, see Koster 1993, 83.
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Cp 249a: Capodistrias (Jean Anton) to St. Paleologos. Napoli di Romanie 6th/18th May 1830 
(Gr) (plate 2)

Plate 2. Letter of Capodistrias to Paleologos
Universiteitsbibliotheek Amsterdam (UvA) Bijzondere Collecties (136 W2)
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Cp 249b: Capodistrias (Jean Anton) to G. Tomassachi. Nauple 13rd /25th May 1831 (F) 

Cq 57a: Caradja (prince de) to F. von Gentz. s.l. 30th June/12th July 1818 (F) 

Cq 57b: Caradja (Constantin prince de) to Casimir Périer [prime-minister of France]. Mar-
seille 22nd March 1832 with a copy of a mémoir rélatif aux affaires actuelles de la Grèce.

Cq 57c: Caradja (Constantin prince de) to Prokesch. s.l. 12th August 1839 (F) 

136 L1: Caradja (C.) to C. Graf von Waldkirch [Berlin] s.d., s.a. (F)

136 L2: Caradja (prince J.) to baron ? s.l. 4th September 1852 (F) 

Dr 73: Caradoc to Caradja (prince) Paris 21st March 1835 (F) 

Cp 97: Catacazy (Mme) to De Obell. [Athen] s.d., s.a. (D) 

136 X: Charmolaos (Zenobius) to A.C. Heinze. s.l., s.d. 1844 (Gr)

136 Y: Chatzichristos to NN. Tripoli 10th October 1834 (Gr)

Cm 207: Chatzi Petrou (Chr.) to Christodoulon (Marko). Athina 18th August 1845 (Gr)

III C 18²: Christophorus to Gerardo Joann. Vossio. Delphis 4th July 1628 (L) 

IE 20: Chrysanthos (Archimandrite) to Frederik Ruysch, in Album F.Ruysch. vol. I, f. 64 
[Amsterdam] July 1700, dedication (Gr)

136 Z1: Church (Richard) to Bromie. Candila 16th September 1828 (E)6

136 Z2: Church (Richard) Signed document. s.l. 15th May 1828 (Gr) 

136 M: Cigala (Bassa), Prince Ottomane to NN. Bruxelles 10th March 1669 (F) 

126 Au1, 2: Cochrane (Thomas lord), X earl of Dundonald. 
  1. Written and signed document. Dragomesto 10th September 1827 (F)
  2. Portrait

136 Aa: Colettis (Joannis) to M.A. Jullien. [Paris] 9th February [1836] (F) 

Dp 84: Colettis (Joannis) to Prokesch. s.l., s.d. 1845 (F) 

Cm 203: Colocotroni (Ioannis Th.) to K.W. von Heideck. Nauplie 17th February 1833 (F) 

6   See Koster 1993a, 79.
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Plate 3. Distinction from King Otho to A.C. den Tex
Universiteitsbibliotheek Amsterdam (UvA) Bijzondere Collecties (Cz 25a)

Cz 25a-e: Colocotronis (Constantin), as Minister of Justice on behalf of his majesty the 
king of Greece, to Cornelis Anne den Tex. See also Psicha.
  a. Athènes 25th September/7th October 1848 (F and Gr.) (plate 3)
   b. Ordre Royal du Sauveur. Athènes 10th/22nd September 1848 with a printed     

o rdonnance of the said order
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   c. G. Psicha [consul-general of Greece] to C.A. den Tex. Amsterdam 26th October 
1848

   d. G. Psicha [consul-general of Greece] to C.A. den Tex. Amsterdam 27th December 
1848

  e. A concept of a letter of answer from den Tex. 

Dp 81: Colocotronis (Const. Th.) to Prokesch. s.l., s.d. en s.a. (F)

42 Bo: Comnene (Demetrius) to Demetrius Stephanopulo. Paris 6th July 1826 (F)

136A1: Coray to Frères Ralli. s.l. 22nd February 1822 (Gr)7 

P52a-c: Coray to Danielle Jeanne Wyttenbach, born Gallien. 
  a. [Paris] 25th August 1824, 
  b. Paris 13th March 1825, 
  c. Paris 7th March 1829 (met bijlage) (F)8

Do 188a and 188b-e: Aristide Coumbary to Prokesch, including letters about astronomy 
and an eclipse 

136 R: Duca (Voevoda) [of Moldavia] to Leopold I, emperor of Austria. Jassi 16th March 
1702 (I)

IE20: Eleutherios (Joanne Jonas ho) to Frederik Ruysch in Album F. Ruysch. Vol. II, f. 25 
[Amsterdam] s.d. 1724, dedication (Gr)

119 Ak 1: Emo (Angelo) [Venetian admiral] to G. count Carburis. Dal Mare 30th May 1785 
(I)

119 Ak2: Emo (Angelo) [Venetian admiral] to M. Cicogna. Corfu 9th March 1789 (I)

K40 a-p en K41 a-l: Epis (Antonio), secretary of Nicolas Mavrocordatos, prince of Wal-
lachia to Johannes Clericus (Jean Leclerc)9 
  40a. Bukaresti 8th November 1720 (F)   b. Bukaresti 10th February 1721,
            (defect),     (fragment),
  c. Bukaresti 16th April 1721,   d. Bukaresti 10th ? 1721, (defect),
  e. Bukaresti 27th May 1721,   f. Bukaresti 6th June 1721,
  g. Bukaresti 8th July 1721,   h. Bukaresti 24th July 1721,
  i. Bukaresti 30th July 1721,   j. Bukaresti 22nd August 1721,

7  This letter has erroneously been ascribed by one of the custodians to a certain Koimas. In reality it was 
the Greek scholar Koumas, who explicitly stated that this letter was an autograph of Koraïs. See Koster 
1993b.
8  For the correspondence between Koraïs en Danielle Wijttenbach, see Hesseling 1935. For a picture of 
shelf-mark P 52b, see Koster 1993a, and for shelf-mark P 52c, see Koster 1995, 195.
9  For the correspondence of Epis on behalf of Mavrocordatos to Le Clerc, see Bouchard 1974.
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  k. Bukaresti 1st September 1721,  l. Bukaresti 9th September 1721,
  m. Bukaresti 17th September ,   n. Bukaresti 27th September 1721,
  o. Bukaresti 8th October 1721,  p. Bukaresti 29th October 1721,
  41a.Bukaresti 6th November 1721,  b. Bukaresti 20th November 1721,
  c. Bukaresti 28th November 1721,  d. Bukaresti 3rd December 1721,
  e. Bukaresti 27th January 1722,  f. Bukaresti 3rd February 1722,
  g. Bukaresti 11th February 1722,  h. Bukaresti 26th February 1722,
  i. Bukaresti 10th March 1722,   j. Bukaresti 9th April 1722,
  k. Bukaresti 24th April 1722,   l. Bukaresti 29th August 1722 (F)

Dp 83: Eynard (J.G.) to Caradja [prince C(onstantin)] Genève 14th October 1837 (F)

136 Ab1: Eynard (Jean Gabriel) to M.A. Jullien. Paris 29th December 1819 (F)

136 Ab2: Eynard (Jean Gabriel) to NN Beaulieu près Rolle en Suisse 23rd November 1826 
(F) 

Cm 146: Fabvier (colonel) to Prokesch. Modon 26th April 1829 (F)

Ds 88a: Fallmerayer (Jakob Philipp) to G. Kolb. München 23rd November 1854 (G)10

Ds 88b, c: Fallmerayer (Jakob Philipp) to Prokesch. 
  b. Bujukdere 21st September 1847, 
  c. München 19th November 1854 (G)

Ds 89a, b: Finlay (George) to Prokesch. 
  a. Athens 19th February 1867, 
  b. Athens 9th April 1870 (E)

Dz 103: Foscolo (Ugo) to Fr. Aglietti. Londra 12th October 1816 (with copy by P.M. Canali 
and translation into French) (I) 

Cq 49a-d: Fuad Mehemed Pasja to Prokesch. 
  a. Constantinople 1st May 1867,
  b. Canlidgia (lundi soir) s.d, s.a.,
  c. s.l. 14th July s.a.
  d. receipt 24th June 1862 with signature of Ali Fuad (F)

136A1-3: Ghika (Alexander II prince), hospodar of Wallachia. 
  1. Signature s.l. 23rd May 1843,
  2. A signed receipt. Dresden 3rd Aug 1843 (G),
  3. Portrait

Cq 59: Ghika (Theodor) to Prokesch. Yassi 8th November 1849 (F) 

10  For the letters of Fallmerayer, see Babinger 1919-20.
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Dp 78a-b: Glasakis to Prokesch, 1838-1839.

Dr 71a, b: Gobineau (Arthur comte de) to Prokesch. 
 a. Paris 20th January 1855,
 b. Teheran 1st April 1856 (F)

Dp 215a, b: Goltz (Robert Heinrich Ludwig, Graf von der) to Prokesch. 
 a. Pera 2nd January 1860,
 b. Berlin 25th March 1862 (G)

Dq 188a, b: Gortschakoff (Alex Michailowitsch, prince) to Prokesch. 
 a. s.l. 16th March [1854],
 b. s.l. 24th March [1854] (F)

Do 201: Gosche (Prof. Dr. Richard Adolf) to Prokesch. Halle 21st February 1865 (G)

Cm 200: Gouras (Joannes Herve) to the National Commity at Mesogia Athene 24th Octo-
ber 1822 with subscripts in other handwritings (Gr)

Cm 187a: Th. Negris as Secretary of Foreign Affairs of the Provisional Government to 
Gherardi, Crisanthe. Corinthe 4th/16th May 1822. A circular letter co-signed by N. Gal-
linas as secretary-general with a postscript by Gherardi, the Austrian consul at Naxia 23rd 
June 1822 (F and I) 

Cm 187b: Idem to Gropius (Georg Christian) [the Prussian consul] Corinthe 4th/16th May 
1822 (F)

136 Ad: G(riffith) (P) to NN Athènes s.d, s.a. (F)

136 Ae: Grivas (Gardikiotis) to C. Graf von Waldkirch (Bavarian chargé d’affaires). 
Athènes 14th/26th January 1840 (F)

Cm 148: Grivas (Gardikiotis) to Prokesch. s.l. 23rd July/3rd August 1842 (F)

Cm 198: Grivas (Theodoros) to NN (brother or friend). Yitsch Kaleh 25th April 1834 (Gr)

Cm 199: Grivas (Theodoros) to K.W. von Heideck. Placename unreadable 7th March 1836 
(Gr)

Dr 99: Guillerminot (Alexandre Charles comte de) to prince Caradja. Paris 10th April 1835 
(F)

136 Af: Guillois (Charles Antoine Gabriel) to the commander of the “Rhamsès”, At Sea 
9th December 1841 (F)
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9U: Haga (Cornelis) to NN. Konstantinopel 27th January 1616 (D)

Do 236a, b: Hahn (Joh. Georg) to Prokesch.
  a. Syra 3rd January 1860, 
  b. Syra 3rd February 1864 (G) 

Ds 96a, b: Hammer-Pugstall (Jozef Freiherr von) to Prokesch. 
  a. s.l.1st May 1834,
  b. Wien 1st January 1838 (G)

127 X: Receipt of Frank Abney Hastings, Commander of the “Karteria”. s.l.17th February 
1828 (F)11

136 Ag: Heidenstam (Carl Peter von) to C. Graf von Waldkirch. Athènes s.d., s.a. (F)

136 Ah1: Heinze (Alexander Clarus) to Spyros Milios, with subscript of the latter. [Athene] 
January [1844] (Gr)

136 Ah2: Heinze (A.C.) to NN. Hotel Luxembourg [Paris?] 6th February 1845 (D)

136 Ai: Hess (Ritter von) to A.C. Heinze. Athen 16th/28th June 1840 (D)

Ff 77: Hesseling (Dirk Christiaan) to Antoniades (Sophia). s.l. Thursday 30th September 
s.a.

Cq55a-c: Hoessein Khan (Mirza) to Prokesch
  a. Constantinople 25th January 1867,
       b. Constantinople 11th February 1867,
  c. Bebek 17th October s.a. (F)

136 Aj1: Kalergis (Joannes) to Graf von Vatkin. Argos 12th/24th August s.a. (F) 

136 Aj2: Kalergis (Joannes). Signature

Cm 175a-c: Kalergis (Joannes) to Prokesch.
  a. Argos 22nd June 1840,
  b. Athènes 25th September/7th October 1843,
  c. Athènes 8th/20th July 1844 (F)

Cm 84: Karageorgewitch (Peter), prince/afterwards king of Serbia. Zürich 22nd July [1873] 
(F)

Do 232: Kopitar (Bartholomeus) to Prokesch. Wien 10th April 1838 (G)

11  See Koster 1993a, 134.
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Cm 176: Koundouriotes (Georgios) to Prokesch. En Athinais 30th September 1848 (Gr)

Gg 49: Krieziotis (N.) c.s. to NN. Athina 27th February 1836 (Gr)

120 Cq1, 2: Labia (Carlo) archbishop of Corfu to Persico (Guiseppe). 
  1. Corfu 8th January 1673,
  2. Rovigo 7th January 1679 (I)

Dr 111a, b: Lagrené (Theodore du) to Prokesch.
  a. s.l. [Athènes?] 19th January 1848,
  b. s.l. [Athènes?] 31st October 1848 (F)

Cm 173a, b: Londos (Anastasios) to Prokesch. 
  a. s.l. [Athènes ?] 19th January [1848],
  b. s.l. [Athènes?] 31st October 1848 (F)

Dd 68a-c Lupoulus to J.W. Beck (dr. phil. at the Gymnasium in Groningen)
  a. München 3rd October 1888,
  b. München 9th August 1891
  c. s.l. 23rd May 1898 (G)

Dr 86: Lyons (Edmond lord) to Prokesch. Athens 25th June 1848 (E)

Dr 102a, b: Lyons (Edmond lord) to Prokesch. 
  a. Bujukdere s.d.1856,
  b. [Constantinopel] 26th March 1857 (E)

Dr 84a-d: Lyons (Richard Bickenton Pennell) to NN. 
  a. Pera 3rd April 1866,
  b. Pera 24th January 1867,
  c. Pera 28th March 1867
  d. Pera 2nd April 1867 (E)

136 H1, 2: Mahmud II Ben Abdul Hamid, sultan of Turkey. Signed document, passport. 
  1. Constantinopel 1827
  2. German translation (T and G)12

Dr 141: Malmcolm (Sir Pulteney) to princess Caradja. Malte 24th May 1831 (E)

Cm 204: Mamouris (Yannis Gkouras) to Soutzos (Panayotis). Aryiria 9th March 1836 
(Gr)

Cm 174: Manzolas (Drossos) to Prokesch. Athènes 30th January/11th February 1837 (Fr)

12  See Koster 1993a, 145.
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Cx 214: Mauer (Georg Ludwig von) to Cornelis R.A. den Tex. München 15th June 1837 
(G)

136 An1-5: Maurocordato (Alexandros) to NN. 
  1. Missolonghi 1st/13th March 1824 (Facsimile), probably to Leicester Stanhope,
  2. Munich 1st/13th October 1837 (to Monsieur le Comte),
  3. Trieste 12th May 1838,
  4. Munich 2nd/14th March 1839 (to Monsieur le Comte) (F)
  5. portrait13

Cm 185: Mavrocordatos (Alexandros) to J.L. Graf von Armansperg. Tegernsee 9th/20th Sep-
tember 1835 (F)

Cm 184: Mavrocordatos (Alexandros) to Prokesch. s.l. 4th/20th June [1841] (F)

136 Ao1, 2: Mavromichalis (Petros), two written visiting cards.

Cm 182: Mavromichalis, alias Petrobey to D. A. Kantakuzenos. Athinai 13th April 1836 
(Gr)

Cm 183: Mavromichalis, alias Petrobey to K.[de] Schinas. Argos 8th July 1834 or 1835 
(Gr)

Cm 209: Mavrovouniotes (Vassos) to Prokesch. Athènes 6th/18th February 1845 (F)

Cq 44: Mehemed Ali Pacha [admiral and secretary for the Navy] to Prokesch. Constanti-
nople 16th August 1858 (F)

121 Bp1-3: 1. Metastasio (Pietro Bonaventura) to Stelio Mastraca. Vienna 19th July 1738,
       2. Metastasio (Pietro Bonaventura) to A. M. de Negri. Vienna 5th August 1744 (I)
         3. portrait

Dp 82: Metaxas (A.) to Prokesch. Athènes 5th June 1845 (F)

136 Ap: Metaxas (A.) to NN Athinai 3rd/15th June 1841 (Gr)

Cq 7a: Meijer (C.H.) Greek consul at Breslau to A. Pallis, aide de camp du Prince Royal 
de Grèce. Breslau 2nd April 1902 (F) 

121 Ce: Missir (Stefano) archbishop of Irenopolis. Romae 16th April 1841. A signed (print-
ed) document concerning a relic. (L)

121 Cf: Mocenigo (Pietro) to G. Facciolati. Venezia 23rd October 1752 (I)

13  Koster 1993a, 74.
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124 Dv: Mocenigo (le comte) to Rafael Morghen. Venezia, March ? 1804 (I)

Dr 96a-c: Moustiers (Lionel marquis de) to Prokesch.
  a. Pera 25th March 1862,
  b. s.l. 13/4 s.a.;
  c. s.l. lundi 24th February s.a. (F)

Ds 60a-c: Müller (Robert) to Prokesch. 
  a. Mödling near Vienna 16th October 1835,
  b. London 19th August 1845,
   c. s.l., s.a. small fragment with a print on the history of modern music in comparison 

with the ancient(E and G)

Do 123a: Murad Effendi (aka Franz von Werner) to Prokesch. Temesvar 27th October 1869 
(G)

136 Ar1: Mustoxidis (Andreas) to G.M. Walther. Venise 18th September 1825 (F)

136 Ar2: Mustoxidis (Andreas) to L. comes Cicognara. Corfu 1st/13th July 1838 (I)

Cq 53e: Musurus Pascha (Constantinos) to Irene Kiesewetter von Wiesenbron, later mar-
ried to Von Prokesch. Trieste 24th July 1831 (F)

Cq 53a-c: Musurus Pascha (Constantinos) to Prokesch. 
  a. Constantinople 29th March 1840,
  b. Arnaud Keui 14th September 1868,
  c. Londres 15th September 1869 (F)

Gl 44: Lambros Nakos to Christodoulos. s.l. 15th May s.a. (Gr)

136 As: Neumayer (N) to A.C. Heinze. s.l., s.d., s.a. (G)

Dr 100: Neuville (Jean Guillaume baron de Hyde) comte de Bernposta to Prince Caradja. 
L’étang près et par Sancerre 14th July 1834 (F)

P55: Nicolopoulos (Constandinos) to Danielle Jeanne Wyttenbach, born Gallien s.l., s.d., 
s.a. (Copie de la main de Mr. Nicolo-poulo de Smyrne qui présente à Madame Wyttenbach 
ses hommages respectueux) (F)

128K: North (Frederick), II earl of Guilford to R. Dent. London 5th March 1778 (E)

128 L1, 2: North (Frederick) II, earl of Guilford to baron H. Schubart. 
  1. Bologna 28th May 1825,
  2. Corfu 26th January 1826 (F)
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128 L3: North (Frederick) II earl of Guilford to R.B. Huppner. s.l., s.d., s.a. (E)

Cm 205: Notaras (Panayotis) to K. von Heideck. Nauplia 19th February 1833. With pencil 
note in French. (F and Gr)

136N: Omer Bey (ayan of Gliubigne) to Monsieur le Géneral Gautier, commander of Ra-
gusa. [Gliubigne] s.d. 1812. [arrivée le 25 Fev. 1812] with French translatian (T en F)

Eh 15: Omer Pasja (pseudonym of Michael Lattas) to NN. s.l. 22nd April s.a.

Cq 36a-d: Omer Pasja (pseudonym of Michael Lattas) to Prokesch 
  a. Constantinople 25th September 1856,
  b. Stambul 25th July s.a.,
  c. s.l., s.d., s.a.,
  d. s.l., s.d., s.a. (G)

136U: Otto I Friedrich Ludwig, prince of Bavaria, king of Greece. Signature s.l. 8th July 
1831 

Dq 27a-b: Otto I, king of Greece to Prokesch. 
  a. Athen 14/26 März 1856,
  b. 11/23 May 1857
 
Dq 27c: Amalia, queen of Greece to Madame Pluskow. s.l., s.a., s.d. (G)

Dp 80a, b: Paicos (A.) to Prokesch 
        1. Athènes 25th Feburary/9th March1838, 
       2. Athènes 26th May 1838 (F)

136 At: Paicos (A.) to C. Graf von Waldkirch. Athènes 30th December 1837/11th January 
1838

Cm 188: Palamides (Rigas) to Prokesch. Athènes 29th January/10th February 1848 (F)

Cq 7b: Pallis (Ag.) on behalf of princess Sophia of Greece to Meijer C.H. Athènes 9th April 
1902. See also Cq 7a Meijer (F) 

120 Pa: Pancti (Giobattista) on behalf of the duke and government of Genoa to M.G. Mas-
soni, archbishop of Rhodus. Genova 16th July 1618 (I)

136 Aw: Papageorgiou (A.) and Perrhaibos (Chr.) to Nasos Apokourites. Tripolitza 1823 
s.d. (Gr)14

14  See Koster 1993a, 72.
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122 Ah: Papadopoli (Nicolo Comnino) to NN. Padua 4th August1714. With declaration of 
authenticity from the rector of the University of Padua 17th August 1819 (I)

136 Au: Papadopulos (Antonio) to I. Giampieri. Firenze 10th September s.a. (I)

136 Av: Pasqualis (?) to the Commander. Athènes 12th/24th February 1844 (F) 

Bf 89b: The Patriarch of Constantinopel to the Greeks of Smyrna. [Constantinople] s.d. 
1615 (Facsimile to a letter of Nicolaas Witsen, burgomaster of Amsterdam) (Gr) 

Cm 189: Perrukas (Demetrius) to Prokesch. Argos 6th June 1842 (F)

122 Bk1-4: Petrettini (Giovanni) to K. Freiherr Roner, 
  1. Padova 19th May 1840,
  2. Padova 11th December 1844
  3. Corfu 29th May. s.a. 
  4. printed annexe: Proposta di Associazione Biblioteca Greca delle belle arti, 7 pp.

124 E6: Pieri (Michel I.) to Dawson Tourner. Corfu 4th December 1817 (I)

Dr 117 a, b: Piscatory (Theobald) to Prokesch. 
  a. Athènes 6th June 1847
  b. [Athènes], s.d.1847 (F)

Cm 206: Plapoutas (Koliopoulos) (D.) to K. Freiherr von Heideck. Nauplia 25th November 
1835 (Gr)

124 Ec: Pos (Valerio da) to Tommaso Deluca. Corfou 6th May 1814 (I)

K 68: Procopius (Demetrius) to J. Clericus, Lipsiae 7th October 1722 (Gr)

Cp 10b: Prokesch to A. von Frank. Athen 12th March 1841 (G)

85 Dd1-4: Prokesch to NN. 
  1. s.l. 20th September 1822,
  2. Athen s.d., s.a.,
  3. Athen 27th August 1842,
  4. s.l., s.d., s.a. (G)

Cm 190: Psyllas (G.) to Prokesch. s.l. 3rd July s.a. (G) 

Gl 17: Pückler Muskau (Hermann Ludwig Heinrich, Fürst von) to Jacob van Lennep, 
Dutch consul at Smyrne. Burnabat 1st February 1839 (F) 
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Dp 73a-c: Rallis (G.A.) to Prokesch. 
  a. Athènes 16th/28th December 1842,
  b. Athènes 28th January/9th February1843,
  c. Athènes 1st/13th August 1848 (F)

Dp 86: Rangabe (Alexandros Rizos) to Prokesch 10th/22nd June 1871 (with a short German 
biography in print as an annexe) (F)

Cq 54: Rechid Pascha (Mustapha) to Von Prokesch. s.l. 23th September 1839

136 O: [Rechid Pascha (Mustapha)] to Von Schachte. Paris 30th January 1848 (F)

136 Ax: Regny (A.) to C. Graf von Waldkirch [Athènes] 7th December s.a. (F)

Cq 65a, b: Ristitch (Jovan) to Prokesch. 
  a. Pera s.d.1866,
  b. Matchkas s.d.1864 (G)

Dp 75a-c: Rizos [Neroulos] (J.) to Prokesch. 
  a. Athènes 13th/25th October 1835,
  b. Athènes 19th December 1842, 
  c. s.l., s.d, s.a. (F)

Cz 47a, b: Rizos [Neroulos] (J.) to C.A. den Tex. 
       a. Athènes 1st/13th December 1837 (F)
  b. Honorary-membership of the Archaeological Society, co-signed as secretary by        
Rizos-Rangabis (G)

136 Ay: Rizos [Neroulos] (J.) to De Travers. Athènes 19th/31st August 1843 (F)

Cm 208: Rodios (P.G.) to Prokesch. [Athènes] Tuesday s.d. [March 1848]

P 59a, b: Rodios (P.G.) to Danielle Jeanne Wyttenbach, born Gallien. 
  a. Nauplion 2nd December 1823
  b. Copy of the same by Adamandos Koraïs and a French translation (Gr)15

136 Az: Roufos, a signed declaration on behalf of Andonios Theodoropoulos. Patras 15th 
December 1834 (Gr)

Dp 65: Rochette (Desire Raoul) to Prokesch. Athènes 2nd July 1838 (F) 

136 Ba1: Rudhart (Ignaz von) to C. Graf von Waldkirch. Athen 28th October/9th November 
[1837?] (D)

15  See Koster, 1998, 58-59; also Koster 1993a, 85, and Koster 1995, 190-191.
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136 Ba2: Rudhart (Ignaz von) signed document. Athènes 2nd/14th April 1837 (F)

Cm 192a, b: Rudhart (Ignaz von) to Prokesch. 
  a. Athen 18th February/2nd March 1837,
  b. [Athen] Donnerstag [1837] (G)

136 Bp: Sachinis (G.) to Graf von Waldkirch. Athènes 15th/27th December 1838 (F)

136 Bp: Said Bey (later Mohammed Said Bey) to Bessa Bey. At sea 22nd June 1836 (F)

136 Bd: Savigny (Bettina de), married with C. de Schinas, to Groebe von der, Frau, married 
with K.W.F. Solger. Berlin 3rd April 1833 (G)

136 Bc1: Schinas (Constantinos de) to Weiland. s.l., s.d., s.a. (F)

136 Bc2: Schinas (Constantinos de) to NN. s.l., s.d., s.a. (F)

Cm 193a, b: Schinas (Constantinos de) to Prokesch. 
  a. Athen 1st/13th April 1836,
  b. Athen 18th/30th July 1846 (G)

Dp 77: Schmaltz De to Von Prokesch. Athen 15th/27th October 1839 (D)

Dp 63a-c: Schmidt (Johann Friedrich Julius) to Prokesch. 
  a. Athen 8th January 1866,
  b. Athen 1st August 1866 
  c. Athen 24th August 1866 (G)

57 Ah: Sèves (Octave Joseph Anthelme de), general in the Egyptian service, also called 
Soliman Pacha to NN. s.l, s.d., s.a. (F)

57 Al: Sherard (William) to NN. Smirna 11th April 1709 (F)

Cm 191: Sissinis (Michelle N.) to Roufman. Gastouni 2nd October 1834 (F)

P 61: Société Hellenique – A member of – pour la propagation des lumières en Grèce to 
Daniele Jeanne Wijttenbach, born Gallien. [Paris] 20th February 1829 (written by Nicolo- 
poulo (Nikopoulos) sic! secretary-general of this society with a printed annexe in French 
and Greek) (F) 

136 Bw: Soliman (Angelo) signed document (letter of exchange). Wien 10th January 1782 
(G)

Cq 60: Soutzo (Alexandre prince de) to Freiherr von Gentz. Bukarest 28th October 1820 
(F)
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136 Be1: Soutzo (Alexandros) to C. Graf von Waldkirch. Athènes 20th October 1839 (F)

136 Be2: Soutzo (Alexandros) to NN. s.l. 5th October 1840 (G) 

Cm 197: Soutzo (Alexandros) en Athinais 1st April 1836, poem (Gr)

136 Bf: Soutzo (Michel prince) to the Directors of the Russian Customs. St. Petersbourg 
6th /18th October 1836 (F)

Cq 62a: Soutzo (Michel prince) to Prokesch. Athènes 31st August/12th September 1842 (F)

Cq 62b: Soutzo (Michel prince) to C. prince de Caradja. s.l. 22nd July 1834 (F)

Cm 1: Stanhope (lord) to Freiherr von Gentz. Chevening 1st November 1828 (G)

136 Bq: Stephan Effendi [Egyptian statesman] to R.M. Walsh. Paris 12th July 1847 (F)

Cq 37: Strecker Pacha (Valentin Wilhelm) to Prokesch. Erzerum 11th December 1861 (G)

124 A1, 2: Tambroni (Clotilde) to L.A. Pagnini. 
  1. Bologna 13th July 1803,
  2.  Annexe: poems written by Tambroni in ancient Greek with Homeric subject  

matter

124 N1: Teotochi (Isabella), married with J. count D’Albrizzi, to G. Molini. Venezia 18th 
July 1800 (I)

124 N2: Teotochi (Isabella) to A. Pochini. Venezia 24th December 1808, with declaration of 
authenticity Padua 30th April 1819 (I)

Dp 74: Theocharis (N.G.) to Prokesch. Athen 29th July/10th August1842 (G)

136 Bg1, 2: Theocharopoulos (Georgios), poem. 
  1. Dresden 30th July 1835,
  2. Copy thereof (Gr)

Do 194a, b: Thiersch (Heinrich Wilhelm) to Prokesch. 
  a. München 15th March 1851,
  b. München 14th May 1852 (G)

136 P: Thesée (Th.) to T. Dumas. Johval 20th October 1820 (F)

135 Cs: Titou to NN. Pera 2nd/12th June 1841 (a very tiny fragment) (F)
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Cm 194: Tricoupis (Spyridon) to Prokesch. Argos 14th/26th July 1829 (F)

Cm 195: Tricoupis (Spyridon) aan K.W. von Heideck. Nauplie 22nd August/3rd September 
1832 (F)

136 Bh1: Tricoupis (Spyridon) to Tabley. [Londres] 31st October 1836 (F)

136Bh2: Tricoupis (Spyridon) to NN. Londres 11th October 1841 (Gr)

136Bh3: Tricoupis (Spyridon) signature

Cm 196: Typaldos (George K.) to Prokesch. Athènes 14th/26th July 1846 (F)

136 Bi: Tzavellas (Kitsos) to C. Graf von Waldkirch. Athènes 23rd June/5th July 1853 (F)

136 Am: Tzavellas [Kitsos] to NN. s.l. 21st November 1834 (Gr)

Cm 201a,b: Tzavellas (Kitsos) to (chevalier) Prokesch
  a. Athina 27th August/8th September 1838 (Gr)
  b. Athènes 26th June/7th July 1840 (F)

136 Bj: Varicourt (B.) Written and signed document. Nauplie 3rd/15th August 1833 (F)

136 Bk: Vernardos (Christianos) to NN. Nauplie 13th February 1839 (Gr)

Cm 180: Vlachopoulos (Alexios) to K.W. von Heideck. s.l. 20th February 1833 (I)

136 Bl1: Vlachopoulos (Alexios) to C. Heinze. Athina 3rd August 1842 (Gr)

136 Bl2: Vlachopoulos (Alexios) to Ch. Fabrikios Athina 14th July 1843 (Gr)

Dp 87: Waldkirch (Graf von) to Prokesch. s.l. 26th July 1834

Do 196a-d: Welcher (Friedrich Gottlieb) [Literaturhistoriker, Altertumsforscher] to 
Prokesch. 
  a. Syra 29th July 1842, 
  b. Rome 27th November 1842
  c. Bonn 13th August 1845
  d. Rome 26th August 1845 (G)



146 daniëL koster

P44: Wijttenbach D.J., born Gallien, to Monsieur Coray. Oegstgeest près de Leyde, 23rd 
February 1829 (Copy) (F)16 

Dp 76: Zographos (C.) to Prokesch. [Athènes] 14th/25th June 1839 (F)

136 Bo: Zymbobrakakis (Charalambos) to A.C. Heinze. Nauplia 24th September 1833 
(Gr)

16  For the correspondence between Koraïs and Danielle Wijttenbach, see Hesseling 1935; for shelf-mark 
P44, see Koster 1993a, 87, and Koster 1995, 194.


