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Professor Dr Hercules E. Haralambides 
Since 1992, Hercules Haralambides is Professor of Maritime Economics and Logistics at the Erasmus 
School of Economics. He is also the founder and editor-in-chief of the quarterly Maritime Economics 
and Logistics, published by Palgrave Macmillan, and founding director of the Erasmus MSc in 
Maritime Economics and Logistics (MEL). In 1989 he founded the Special Interest Group in Maritime 
Transport and Ports of the World Conference on Transport Research (WCTR) which he chaired for 
almost 20 years. In 1990, together with Richard Goss and Tor Wergeland he founded the 
International Association of Maritime Economists (IAME). He has published more than 200 papers, 
books and reports in the wider area of maritime economics, with emphasis on Port Management. A 
substantial part of his work was carried out for the European Union where, in the period 1995-
1998, he was member of Commissioner Neil Kinnock’s ‘wise-men’ group. Since 2011, and in 
conjunction with his academic duties at Erasmus University, Professor Haralambides is president of 
the Brindisi Port Authority. In 2008, he was decorated with the Golden Cross of the Order of the 
Phoenix by the President of the Hellenic Republic. 

The New European Ports Policy: Challenges for Southern Europe 
In May 2013, the European Commission presented a draft Regulation establishing a framework on 
market access to port services and financial transparency of ports. The avenue the EC takes is 
undoubtedly that of northern European ports, i.e. one of entrepreneurship and autonomy in 
matters of infrastructure financing and pricing of port services. The majority of northern European 
ports, particularly those of the UK; Benelux; and Germany, are already adequately prepared to face 
the challenge. The situation in the south of Europe however is markedly different, with ports 
plagued by bureaucracy; closed markets; unnecessarily tight economic regulation; and 
anachronistic central control of most port operations. Will ports in the south of Europe be able rise 
to the circumstance and face the probably painful reforms necessary for growth and for a 
meaningful role as nodes in Trans-European Transport Networks (TEN-T) and global supply chains? 


