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(By Anet Bleich) 
 
In this lecture Anet Bleich would like to cover themes like Mr. Van der Stoels long and succesful 
struggle for the restauration of Greek democracy in the late sixties and early seventies of the past 
century; his interference  on behalf of democratic dissidents in Czechoslovakia and other East-
European countries; his principled stance during the negotiatons about the treaty of Helsinki 
(1975); why he was so motivated to take up the case for democracy, a history that goes back to his 
experiences in the Second World War.  
Also she will make some remarks about his deep belief in the alliance between America and 
Europe and how this sometimes caused difficulties for him when the US chose to support 
dictatorships that Mr. Van der Stoel loathed, like in Greece, Spain, Portugal, Latin America and 
Southeast Asia. Although both were staunch Atlanticists, this was a big difference between Mr. 
Van der Stoel and his well known predecessor Mr. Joseph Luns.  Finally, Anet Bleich would like to 
draw attention to the tragic aspects in Mr, Van der Stoels life, both personally and politically.     
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Anet Bleich is historian and journalist. She studied political science in Amsterdam and completed 
her master in 1977 cum laude. For eleven years she was editor at the weekly magazine ‘De Groene 
Amsterdammer’ and after that she worked for the daily ‘De Volkskrant’ as foreign editor, editor 
for non-fiction and columnist. In 2008 she was awarded a doctorate in history ; her thesis was the 
biography of the former Dutch prime minister Joop den Uyl, ‘Joop den Uyl, Dreamer and Man of 
Action’.  In 2018 she published ‘The Silent Diplomat’, the biography of Mr. Max van der Stoel.  
 

 

 
 

 
 


