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Intensive Course ‘Death in the Greek World’ 
 Netherlands Institute at Athens, 27 March – 5 April 2018 

 
The intensive and interdisciplinary course on the Archaeology of Death will take place in Greece in 
spring 2018. The aim of the course is to treat in depth various themes related to the study of death in 
the Greek world. The course will adopt a diachronic approach, starting from prehistory and ending 
with 19th century neoclassical funerary monuments and 20th century military cemeteries – but will 
also address current issues such as the controversy surrounding the introduction of cremation or the 
cemeteries of refugees and migrant workers. The course will integrate different disciplines –
archaeology, history, ancient literature, epigraphy, social theory, anthropology, sociology –  and will 
combine both methodological (e.g. recent advances in excavation methodology, the 
bioarchaeological analysis of human remains, the study of inscriptions) and theoretical discussions 
(discussions on memory, grief and consolation, personhood, age and gender, interpretation of ritual, 
death and religion, the politics of death, etc.) in order to reach a more global understanding of 
changing attitudes to death. 
 
 
Teaching Staff 

- Prof. Sofia Voutsaki (University of Groningen) 
- Dr. T. Bampilis (Netherlands Institute of Athens) 
- Prof. O. van Nijf (University of Groningen) 

We will also enlist local speakers from the University of Athens, different Dutch Universities, the 
Foreign Schools of Archaeology in Athens, the Wiener Laboratory, the Greek Archaeological Service 
and Greek museums.   
 
 
Target group and prerequisites 
Up to 15 participants.  

 Master and Research Master students, PhD Students 

 Archaeology, Ancient History, Classics, History, Anthropology, Sociology 

 From all Dutch Universities associated with the NIA 
Entry requirements: Selection will be done on the basis of grades and a motivation letter.  
 
 
Credits 
The number of credits to be gained from the course is 5 ECTS.  
 
 
Duration: 
27 March to 5 April 2018 (arrival: 26 March; departure 6 April) 
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Costs: 

- The NIA will offer accommodation for the total number of participants. 
- The NIA will arrange free entry to sites in and around Athens 
- The participants will not pay a fee for the course. 
- The participants will pay for their own travel and meals, as well as a fixed sum of 150 € to 

cover the costs of  excursions.  
- The participants are encouraged to apply to their University for financial assistance towards 

the costs. 
ARCHON offers a limited number of student and PhD members of the school compensation for their 
travel costs up to €250. Archon members  can send a motivational letter to the ARCHON office 
(secretary@archonline.nl) before 8 January, giving an overview of the total travel costs and stating 
why you think you should receive the subsidy.  
 
Format  
The 5 ECTS course will consist of: 
1. Introductory lectures in  Groningen (venue t.b.a.) on  Wednesday 24 January 2018 

o Explanation of arrangements for course 
o Lectures by scholars in the Netherlands covering the different periods, and 

addressing various themes  
o Distribution of assignments (presentation / essay)  
o Preparatory literature 

Preliminary programme 

10.45-11.00 Welcome, coffee 

11.00-11.30 Sofia Voutsaki course arrangements 

11.15-11.45 Jan Bremmer  Soul, afterlife 

11.45-12.30 Christoph Jedan  Consolation 

12.30-13.30 Lunch 

13.30-14.15 T.b.a. Literature / epigrams  

14.15-15.00 Onno Van Nijf Legislation 

15.00-15.30 Coffee / tea 

15.30-16.15 Lidewijde De Jong  Monumental architecture 

16.15-17.00 Sofia Voutsaki Archaeology 

17.00-18.00 Drinks 

(Coffee, tea, lunch and drinks are gratis) 
 

2. Lectures in Greece 
Lectures will be given by teaching staff and guest speakers at the NIA or in other venues in Athens.  
The lectures will complement the introductory lectures and will present various themes which will be 
elaborated further during museum or site visits. Once more the aim is to provide diachronic 
coverage, to integrate method and theory, and to combine different disciplines in the study of death. 
Lectures are distributed across the duration of the course. 
 
3. Site visits 
We will visit sites in Athens, Attica and the Peloponnese. The site visits will include:  

 Marathon 

 Kerameikos 

 Philopappos Monument  
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 First Cemetery  of Athens 

 Commonwealth World War II military cemetery, Athens 

 Jewish cemetery, Athens 

 Mycenae 

 Orthodox Greek Easter celebrations 
 
4. Museum visits 
The museum visits will include:  
 National Archaeological Museum, Athens  
 Kerameikos Museum, Athens 
 Marathon Museum 
 Mycenae Museum 
 Byzantine Museum in Argos 

 
5. Blogs 
The students will be asked to comment on the visits, activities and discussions by keeping a blog.    
 
6. Oral presentations 
The students will give oral presentations on specific topics assigned before the trip (see 1. above). 
The students will already have prepared a first draft and have received feedback from the lecturers 
before they arrive in Greece.  
 
7. Written essay 
The students will rework their presentation (after receiving additional feedback from  fellow students 
during the discussion) and write a short essay, which will be submitted a week after return to the 
Netherlands.  
 
 
Assessment 
The final grade will be determined on the basis of participation to discussion and blog (10%), the oral 
presentation (45%) and the written paper (45%). 
 
Application 

Please download the application form at www.nia.gr, and submit it  by 20 December 2017 to 
nia@nia.gr. 
 

 

Information 

For more information please write to  nia@nia.gr. 
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