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Intensive Course ‘Death in the Greek World’ 
 Netherlands Institute at Athens, 30 March – 10 April 2016 
 
The intensive and interdisciplinary course on the Archaeology of Death will take place in Greece in 
spring 2016. The aim of the course is to treat in depth various themes related to the study of death in 
the ancient world. The course will adopt a diachronic approach, starting from prehistory and ending 
with 19th century neoclassical funerary monuments and 20th century military cemeteries. The course 
will integrate different disciplines –archaeology, history, ancient literature, epigraphy, social theory, 
anthropology–  and will combine both methodological (e.g. recent advances in excavation 
methodology, the bioarchaeological analysis of human remains, the study of inscriptions) and 
theoretical discussions (discussions on memory, personhood, age and gender, interpretation of 
ritual, attitudes to death, etc.), in order to reach a more global understanding of mortuary practices 
and changing attitudes to death. 
 
The course can be taken on its own (5 ECTS), or as part of the (MA and Research MA) course 
Archaeology of Death which is given in Groningen in the first half of second semester (in which case 
the students will get 10 ECTS).  
 
 
Teaching Staff 

- Prof. Sofia Voutsaki (University of Groningen) 
- Prof. Onno van Nijf (University of Groningen) 

We will also enlist local speakers from the University of Athens, the Foreign Schools, the Wiener 
Laboratory, the Greek Archaeological Service and Greek Museums.   
 
 
Organizers 

- Prof. Sofia Voutsaki (University of Groningen) 
- Dr. Winfred van de Put (Netherlands Institute at Athens 

PhD students from the University of Groningen will assist with the organization. 
 
 
Target group and prerequisites 
Up to 15 participants.  

 Master and Research Master students, PhD Students 

 Archaeology, Ancient History, Classics, History, Anthropology  

 From all Dutch Universities associated with the NIA 
Entry requirements: Selection will be done on the basis of grades and a motivation letter.  
 
 
Credits (5 or 10 ECTS): 
The number of credits to be gained from the course, including one presentation (on-site or in the 
Netherlands Institute) and one written paper (on the same topic) is 5 ECTS.  
The students can combine this course with the MA course The Archaeology of Death which is given in 
Groningen in the first half of the second semester and thereby gain 10 ECTS. 
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Duration: 
30 March to 10 April 2016, 10 days: 

o 6 days in Athens 
o 4 days travelling 

 
 
Costs: 

- The NIA will offer accommodation for the total number of participants. 
- The NIA will arrange free entry to sites in and around Athens 
- The participants will not pay a fee for the course. 
- The participants will pay for their own travel and meals, as well as a fixed sum of 125-150 € 

to cover transport from Athens to Attica, Thessaly and Macedonia and accommodation in 
Volos and Thessaloniki.  

- The participants are encouraged to apply to their University for financial assistance towards 
the costs. 

 
 
Format  
The 5 ECTS course will consist of: 
1. Introductory lectures (half day session) in the Netherlands (possibly Zwolle) 

o Preparatory literature, 50 page syllabus. 
o Explanation of arrangements for course 
o Lectures by scholars in the Netherlands covering the different periods, and 

addressing various themes  
o Distribution of assignments (presentations in sites or museums, thematic 

presentations)  
 

2. Lectures in Greece 
Lectures will be given by teaching staff and guest speakers at the NIA or in other venues in Athens.  
The lectures will complement the introductory lectures and will present various themes which will be 
elaborated further during Museum / site visits. Once more the aim is to provide diachronic coverage, 
to integrate method and theory, and to combine archaeology, anthropology, ancient history and the 
study of literature. Lectures are distributed across most days, during visits to musea/sites, and in the 
evenings. 
 
3. Site visits 
We will visit sites in Athens, Attica, Thessaly and Macedonia. In some sites we will be shown around 
by local specialists, but students will also give presentations (either show us around the site, or 
discuss a specific theme). The site visits will include:  

 Marathon 

 Kerameikos  

 First Cemetery  of Athens 

 World War II military cemetery, Athens 

 Dhimini 

 Meteora 

 Chloe 

 Vergina   
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4. Museum visits 
In some museums we will be shown around by specialists and local archaeologists. The students 
themselves will either show us around, or will give presentations on a theme / thematic group of 
exhibits.  The presentation must be prepared in advance. The students submit a first draft while still 
in the Netherlands and receive feedback.  
The museum visits will include:  
 National Archaeological Museum, Athens  
 Kerameikos Museum, Athens 
 Byzantine Museum, Athens 
 Peiraeus Museum 
 Marathon Museum 
 Volos Museum 
 Vergina Museum 
 Museum of Thessaloniki  

 
5. Oral presentations 
The students will give oral presentations on specific topics assigned before the trip (see 1. above). 
The students will already have prepared a first draft and have received feedback from the lecturers 
before they arrive in Greece.  
 
6. Written essay 
The students will rework their presentation (after having received feedback from the lecturers, and 
during the oral presentation) and write a short essay, which will be submitted a week after return to 
the Netherlands.  
 
 
Assessment 
The final grade will be determined on the basis of participation to discussions (10%), the site 
presentation / thematic presentation (40%) and the written paper (60%). 
 
 
Application 

Please download the application form at www.nia.gr, and submit it  by 10 January 2016 to 
nia@nia.gr. 
 

 

Information 

For more information please write to  dgw.course@gmail.com. 
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